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Abstract 
This study explores how university undergraduates talk about female rape and 
male rape crimes in newspaper reports. Specifically, this research focuses on how the 
participants develop and elaborate on rape myths and what metaphors are used in their 
discussions. Overseas research suggests that rape myths are common for both female 
and male rape. However, in Hong Kong, there has been no research looking into local 
people's belief in and attitudes about male rape; this research is a pioneering study 
that addresses this gap. 
A total of 48 pairs of participants, divided into three group (male-male dyads, 
mixed-sex dyads, and female-female dyads) are asked to read and discuss a vignette 
about either a female or male rape. In general, all three types of dyads blame the male 
rape victim less than the female rape victim, especially in the male-male dyads. This 
result confirms previous research indicating that female rapes are taken for granted 
and thus females should be more prepared to avoid such potential danger. Consistent 
with this belief, all three types of dyads attribute blame for rape to the female victim. 
Moreover, the analysis of how participants talk about rape reveals that rape myths are 
common. In addition, participants adopt various gender stereotypes and norms 
regarding sex, such as women's "no" means "yes," and men are supposed to be strong 
(i.e., physically able to resist a rapist), to construct and support rape myths. Lastly, 
, i 
several conceptual metaphors, such as RAPE IS PREYING and RAPE IS WAR, are 
identified in participants' talk. These conceptual metaphors provide insight as to how 
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The South China Morning Post (SCMP) article below reported on a rape in 
Hong Kong that has been a hot topic since it occurred. In fact, participants in this 
study brought up this piece of news several times when discussing female and male 
rape cases. 
September 8, 2009 {SCMP) 
Jail for rape videoed bv colleague 
A teenage kitchen worker has been jailed for four years for raping a 16-year-old girl in the office of a 
fast-food restaurant in front of two colleagues. 
A mobile phone was used to film the incident and the video was later distributed online. 
He told the Court of First Instance that he met the girl at a school on Fu Heng Estate in Tai Po. During 
three years at the school, he learned from other classmates that she liked him. He said she confessed 
her affection to him on their Primary Six graduation day, but he did not reply and left. 
They lost contact and did not meet again until October 2007 when he, Ma and the girl worked together 
as part-timers at the fast-food restaurant, Ho said. 
Ho said the girl had already agreed to have sex with him before the alleged rape on May 18 last year. 
He said the four were 'playing around' that night when he proposed that they have sex - the first and 
only time they had done so. 
The court heard earlier that the girl had kept silent about the incident at first because she feared the 
video would be circulated on the internet - which it was in September；" The three accused were arrested 
the same month. The hearing continues today. 
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The major argument of this case was whether or not the female consented to the 
intercourse; in court, it was argued that she "agreed to have sex with [the accused 
rapist] before the alleged rape." The article also mentioned why the girl did not report 
the rape case to authorities immediately after the incident - she "had kept silent about 
the incident at first because she feared the video would be circulated on the internet." 
Actually, these two points - whether or not a rape victim consented to intercourse 
and why the victim did not report the case immediately - are central to this study. The 
matter of consent is the essence of rape myths, as all rape myths actually seek to 
divert responsibility from the rapist to the victim. And rape is actually one of the 
highest under-reported crimes in Hong Kong (Beh, 1998). Most victims feel ashamed 
of the incident, thus they do not report the rape case immediately or ever. As Table 1 
shows, the number of sexual violence cases reported in Hong Kong has been 
maintained at a similar level throughout recent years. 
It should be noted that the number of rapes reported only reflects the number of 
females forced to have vaginal intercourse. For males forced to have anal intercourse, 
it is classified as buggery, for forced oral intercourse, it is considered as either gross 
indecency or indecent assault. The number of indecent assault reports is the highest 
> 
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among all the sexual offences; the number of buggery and gross indecency cases is far 
fewer when compared to cases of rape. 
Table 1 
Sexual Violence Cases in Hong Kong, 2000-2007 
Year Rape Buggery Gross indecency Indecent assault 
2007 107 - - 测 
2006 96 - - U95 
2005 99 - “ ⑴ 6 
2004 92 - - 1034 • 
2003 70 9 1 
2002 95 8 2 991 
2001 95 10 4 1007 
2000 104 6 1124 
Note. Dash indica tes tha t the n u m b e r w a s not avai lable . F r o m " C r i m e repor t ed , de tec ted , and 
de tec t ion ra te . " by Hong Kong Police Review ( 2001 ; 2003 ; 2 0 0 5 ; 2 0 0 7 ) ; "Sta t i s t ics re la t ing to 
B u g g e r y and G r o s s Indecency O f f e n c e s in 1999 — 2 0 0 3 . " by H o n g K o n g G o v e r n m e n t Press 
Re lea se (2004 ) 
In reality, the reported rape cases only reveal the tip of the iceberg of all the rape 
incidents happening in Hong Kong. Rape has always been under-reported (Cheung, 
Andry, & Tam, 1990). It is suggested that only 25% to 50% of victims have reported 
the assaults to the police (Cheung, Andry, & Tam, 1990). Also, the number of males 
being raped is believed to be much higher than what these figures show. Male rape 
victims may even have a greater resistance in reporting their experiences to the 
authorities because, as Estrich (1987) suggested, it is related to the general "stigma" 
of male rape and "homophobic reaction" (p. 108). 
Schwendinger and Schwendinger (1974) suggest that rape myths are what 
influence victims to refrain from reporting the crime. Rape myths are attitudes and 
r 
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beliefs that are generally false but are widely and persistently held and that serve to 
deny and justify one 's sexual aggression against another. Society's negative attitudes 
towards rape often give pressure to victims and would even victimize them for the 
second time (William, 1984). In this regard, this study sets forth to explore how rape 
myths are conceptualized and talked about. 
1.2 Purpose of the study 
The present study aims to answer the following research questions: 
1. How do Hong Kong university students in mixed- and same-sex dyads talk about 
rape? 
2. How are rape myths constructed through the conversations of dyads about 
female and male rape? 
3. What metaphors do the dyads use when discussing rape? 
This study explores these questions to gain a better understanding of how rape myths 
are constructed in terms of common sense notions of gender and sexuality as well as 
how rape myths are expressed through metaphors. 
1.3 Scope and delimitation 
This study is a modified replication of research published in the book 
Accounting for rape: Psychology, feminism and discourse analysis in the study of 
sexual violence (Anderson & Doherty，2008). However, there are some differences 
between the two studies. First, Anderson and Doherty (2008) have only studied 
male-female dyads' conversations about rape incidents, while this research also 
investigates the conversation of same-sex dyads. It is believed that males and females 
4 
communicate differently. Thus, I believe that introducing same-sex dyads into this 
study, which deals with a gender sensitive topic, is deemed appropriate and a logical 
extension of the original research. Second, unlike the original study, the participants 
in my research are bilingual (i.e., Cantonese and English), have been given the 
vignettes in both languages, and have been free to speak in the language that they are 
more comfortable with. Third, Anderson and Doherty (2008) makes use of social 
categorization, which is more psychology oriented, in their analysis while this study 
puts more emphasis on linguistics. Thus, I have included linguistic analysis on the 
conversational practices of the participants. 
This study not only extends the current research conducted by Anderson and 
Doherty (2008)，but it is a pioneering work that complements existing Hong Kong 
research. Firstly, this study fills a research gap - it is the first academic study of 
attitudes and perceptions of both female and male rape. Secondly, this study analyzes 
local university students' language in use by employing discursive practices, with a 
specific focus on sociolinguistics. Thirdly, the results may identify and lead to 
recommendations regarding gender and sex education in government programs, 
educational courses, and NGO planning or initiatives. Lastly, this study reveals if the 
data and analyses correspond to or contradict previous research findings (e.g., a lack 
5 
of support for female rape victims, lack of culpability of male rape victims, and 
justification of some behaviors of male perpetrators). 
1.4 Organization of this thesis 
This thesis contains eight chapters. The introduction sets out the background, 
purposes, and the delimitation of this study. Chapter 2 is the literature review. It first 
lays out the legal and social definition of rape. Then, different literatures about rape 
myths are reviewed in detail, including research about rape in Hong Kong. What 
affects people's acceptance of rape myths and the trauma that the victims suffer are 
also discussed. Lastly，literature about conversational practices and metaphors are 
reviewed. 
Chapter 3 deals with the methods adopted in this study. The research questions 
are stated and elaborated, followed by the discussion of the research design. The 
vignette method, analysis procedures, and triangulation process are also explained. 
Chapter 4 answers the first research question — how do Hong Kong students of 
mixed- and same-sex dyads talk about rape? It starts by restating the goal and the 
research questions. Then, frequencies of rape myths mentioned by different groups of 




Chapters 5 and 6 answer the second research question - how are rape myths 
constructed through conversations of dyads about female and male rape? How the 
participants discussed the vignette is analyzed according to the rape myths 
classification of Burt and Estep (1981) and Anderson and Doherty (2008). Gender 
stereotypes and social norms for sexuality are noted. 
Chapter 7, the last chapter on results and discussion, answers the research 
question - what metaphors do the participants use when discussing rape? Conceptual 
metaphors used in the participants' conversations are analyzed. How metaphors 
support and reveal gender stereotypes and sexual norms are established. 
Chapter 8 is the conclusion. The whole study is summarized, and its limitation 







This chapter starts with a discussion of the legal definition of rape outlined in 
Hong Kong's Crime Ordinance. Then, previous studies concerning the social 
definition of rape are reviewed. After that, female rape myths and male rape myths are 
discussed. The prevalence of rape myths in Hong Kong and factors that influence rape 
myths' acceptance are also presented. The negative attitudes toward rape victims -
secondary victimization - and its consequences are also examined. As this research 
studies the perceptions of rape through analyzing the conversational practices and 
metaphors used by university undergraduates, literature on conversational practices, 
as well as the relationship between metaphors and rape are also explored. 
2. 2 Rape as a sexual offence 
The aspect this thesis explores - female rape and male "rape" - is grouped 
under the term sexual offence in accordance with Hong Kong law. Rape in Hong 
Kong law encompasses a female forced to have intercourse, but not a male. A male 
victim can only prosecute his perpetrator for the crime of buggery, gross indecency or 
indecent assault. Of course, there are always exceptional cases to these definitions, 
ii 
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and more details about the legal definition of these terms in Hong Kong will be 
discussed in the next section. 
2. 2. 1 The legal definition of rape 
In Hong Kong, sexual offence is defined under the Crime Ordinance Chapter 
200. In Section 117 of the Ordinance, rape offence includes any of the following: 
"[non-consensual vaginal intercourse], attempted rape, aiding, abetting, counselling or 
procuring rape or attempted rape, and incitement to rape" (Crime Ordinance). 
In Section 118 (3), it is further explained that a male commits rape if: 
(a) he has unlawful sexual intercourse with a woman who at the time of the 
intercourse does not consent to it; and 
(b) at that time he knows that the woman does not consent to the intercourse 
or he is reckless [i.e., unconcerned] as to whether she consents to it. 
Ironically, Hong Kong's legal definition of rape does not recognize the term 
male rape. According to the law, only a woman can be raped. Instead, legal terms 
associated with the sexual violation of a male include non-consensual buggery, gross 
indecency or indecent assault (see Crime Ordinance Chapter 200 Section 118A-118G, 
118H-118K and 122 respectively). Buggery refers to a man having anal intercourse 
with another person; gross indecency covers any indecent act that is "more serious 
than mere indecency" (Jackson, 2003, p. 618) between two or more males, while 
indecent assault can mean any acts that are considered by a "right-minded person as 
indecent" (Jackson, 2003, p. 623). How a male sexual violation may be classified 
(as non-consensual buggery, gross indecency, or indecent assault) depends on the 
case itself. For example, if a male Qommits buggery on another person, he would be 
9 
convicted for indecent assault but not buggery if the perpetrator is under 14 years old. 
The reason for this is because the common law assumes that any male who is under 
14 is incapable of committing intercourse. Nonetheless, both non-consensual buggery 
and indecent assault are considered as criminal offences, and perpetrators could be 
liable to imprisonment if convicted. 
According to the Crimes Ordinance of Hong Kong, Chapter 200, Section 118A: 
A person who commits buggery with another person who at the time of 
the buggery does not consent to it shall be guilty of an offence and 
shall be liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for life. 
Sections 118H- 118J state that a male who commits gross indecency with a man 
under age 21 or a man who is mentally incapacitated, "in a place other than in 
private, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction on 
indictment to imprisonment for 2 years." The penalty is likewise for a man who 
procures sex for others (i.e., for gross indecency between two or more males). 
And according to Section 122 of the Crime Ordinance, "a person who 
indecently assaults another person shall be guilty of an offence and shall be 
liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for 10 years." 
For all the sexual offences mentioned, we can see that the notion of 
consent is a key element for conviction. It is whether or not the victim consents 
to the intercourse that makes the case difficult to judge, both legally and socially. 
According to the same Ordinance, the jury has the power to decide whether a 
man believes a woman is consenting to have intercourse based on relevant 
matters. Therefore, how people view rape is related to how rape cases are 
judged. Thus, studying how the public sees rape - the social definition of rape -
is of utmost importance, 
t 
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Although Hong Kong law does not recognize the use of the term male 
rape, in this study, it will be employed as the corresponding term for female 
rape. Male rape thus refers to non-consensual anal intercourse with another 
male in this thesis. 
2.2.2 The social definition of rape 
The social definition of rape refers to the public's view about rape and rape 
victims, that is, who are regarded as victims and what is considered as rape. For the 
legal definition of rape, the Crime Ordinance can be treated as the gospel; however, 
for the social definition of rape, the matter is much more complicated as the definition 
can be very diverse. 
To understand how people perceive rape, Burt and Estep (1981) suggested that 
one should look into what the label victim entails. Victims of rape, unlike other types 
of victims, are always found culpable. Many rape victims, even though they fit the 
legal definition of rape, are not seen as genuine victims. The social role of being a 
victim involves some particular expectations from society, such as receiving sympathy, 
assistance, legal and medical recourse, etc. However, the social and cultural values of 
society do not allow most of the rape victims to receive the same kind of 
"advantages" as other victims of other crimes. 
Another view of the social definition of rape is to look at how the public defines 
normal sex. If the law defines non-consensual intercourse as rape, then consensual 
11 
intercourse should be considered normal sex. However, Lees (1997) argued that 
consent has not always been part of normal sex. From the rape trials transcripts she 
analyzed in Old Bailey from 1981 to 1985, Lees concluded that "the legal view of 
'normal sex，encompasses a male view of women acquiescing to sexual use by men" 
(p. 7). Ussher (1997), by agreeing with Lees that rape trials adopt the phallocentric 
view of normal sex，suggested that the law assumes consent is given by the female, 
unless there is a strong evidence (such as marks of resistance like bruises or wounds) 
to suggest the opposite. Therefore, in rape trials, the prosecutor often has to prove that 
the victim did not consent to the sex. 
Ussher (1997) also suggested that the coercion used by a male, the resistance on 
the part of a female in sex, is seen as natural, a part of the seduction and games for sex. 
Thus the gender differences in perception of sex are primarily the reason why an act 
which is considered as rape by a female would be perceived as just sex by a male. For 
example, some of the behavior considered as reasonable by a female - dressing in a 
fashionable way — may be considered as sexually inviting by males. 
Gavey (2005) reiterated the notion that sex is different for the two genders. She 
suggested that between rape and consensual sex, there is a grey area in which 
sometimes it is difficult to define if sex is rape or not. Using the interviews she 
conducted with different women, talking mainly about the topic of sex and 
f 
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heterosexual relationship, she found that some womeii did not feel that they had a 
choice to say no to sex. Even though coercion might not be used by men, some 
women perceived sex as "part of [their] jobs" (p. 115) as wives or partners. They felt 
that having sex is an obligation for them. In this kind of phallocentric view of a 
heterosexual relationship, females are subordinate to males, and females should serve 
males not only in work and in the household domain, but also in the sex domain. The 
legal definition of rape states that non-consensual sex is rape; however, as we have 
seen，society, which is heavily influenced by the phallocentric view of sex, does not 
deem consent as part of normal sex either. 
After understanding how the public views rape, it is essential for us to identify 
some of the false beliefs in public views: rape myths. 
2. 3 Rape Myths 
Burt (1980), the first researchers to explain the term rape myths as "prejudicial, 
stereotyped or false beliefs about rape, rape victims and rapists" (p. 217). Although 
other scholars have defined rape myths in a similar fashion (Lonsway & Fitzgerald, 
1994), none has agreed on any consistent and comprehensive definitions of rape 
myths. Lonsway and Fitzgerald (1994) reviewed rape literature, and they proposed the 
definition of rape myth as "[a]ttitudes and beliefs that are generally false but are 
widely and persistently held, and that serve to deny and justify male sexual aggression 
J 
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against women" (p. 134). However, this definition assumes rape as violence that can 
only occur to females and can only be committed by males. For the purpose of this 
study, I suggest that rape myths be defined as: Attitudes and beliefs that are generally 
false but are widely and persistently held, and that serve to deny and justify one ’s 
sexual aggression against another. 
There are many rape myths in society (Brownmiller, 1975; Bunting & Reeves, 
1983; Burt, 1980; Dull & Glascopassi，1987; Field, 1978; Gilmartin-Zena: 1987; 
Larsen & Long, 1988; Schwendinger & Schwendinger, 1974; Ward, 1988; Warshaw, 
1988). Burt and Estep (1981) grouped rape myths into four categories: 
1. The victim is lying; 
2. The intercourse was consensual; 
3. No damage resulted; 
4. The victim is blamed. 
Lonsway and Fitzgerald (1994) commented that Burt and Estep's (1981) 
categorization of rape myths is "the most comprehensive and theoretically based 
discussion of rape myth domains and functions" (p. 135). Thus Burt and Estep's 
(1981) categorization is chosen particularly for this study. The following section will 
examine each of the above myths in detail. 
r 
• 14 
2.3.1 The victim is lying 
The first rape myth - women who reported rape are lying - is common (Burt, 
1980). People believe that a victim has no loss in reporting rape and that it is hard for 
the rapist to disprove the prosecution. Burt and Estep (1981) suggested two reasons 
for this belief. First, they suggested that women were seen as "vindictive and 
malicious, sly and manipulating" (p. 20). Women reported rape in order to shield their 
out of marriage pregnancy, or to get back at men whom they are angry at - especially 
in cases where the perpetrator was the woman's ex-boyfriend or ex-husband. Second, 
the cultural belief, which stated that women secretly craved for sex, supported the 
claim that women lie about their rapes. Women tended to "imagine or fantasize sexual 
encounters, especially rape, and therefore made up the whole thing" (Burt & Estep, 
1981, p. 20). By fantasizing rape, women felt that they were attractive — some men 
raped them because they were so irresistible. This assumption about women also 
suggested that society viewed women as someone who could not tell reality from 
fantasies, implying that women were irrational if not careless. Therefore, women liked 
to lie about rape. 
Nonetheless, Buddie and Miller (2001), who examined undergraduates' belief 
and perception of cultural stereotypes about rape victims, found that the manifestation 
of rape myths was more complicated and dynamic than expected. Counter to what 
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Burt and Estep (1981) mentioned, Buddie and Miller (2001) suggested that there is an 
opposite belief that women do not only not lie about rape, they will not even tell 
anyone about the rape incident because they are so upset to even mentioned the rape. 
In their study, they found that their participants held these two contradicting rape 
attitudes - the victim lied about the rape and told everyone that she was raped, verses, 
the victim concealed about the rape because she was too depressed to mention it. 
They provided two reasons for this seemingly strange phenomenon. First, they argued 
that it was simply possible for participants to hold two distinctively opposite beliefs. 
Second, they suggested that the belief that victims must display emotional trauma is 
another kind of myth that has received little attention in research. Actually, the 
findings of Calhoun, Cann, Selby and Magee (1981) supported this argument that, it is 
a myth that victims must show signs of trauma. In their experiments of which 
participants were asked to rate the credibility of victims showing different levels of 
emotions, it was found that victims who were more negatively affected emotionally 
were assigned more credibility. Krulewitz (1982) also supported this claim. She found 
that victims who displayed more negative emotions were seen as suffering a more 
severe impact from the incident. In her research, 205 undergraduates were asked to 
evaluate the psychological impact to a rape victim based on the victims' post-rape 
emotion (upset-anger, upset-guilt, calm). It was found that participants judge the rape 
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circumstances based on the degree of distress the victim shows. Therefore, for 
instance, if the victim cried hysterically after the rape, then she had acted in a way that 
meets society's expectation of how a victim should react; hence, her claim of rape 
would be deemed credible. Therefore, because many people consider rape victims to 
have suffered a huge traumatic experience, these victims will not joke about or lie 
about rape. 
2.3.2 The intercourse was consensual 
The second group of rape myths states that the intercourse is consensual rather 
than forced. This notion evokes the issue of consent, which is the most important 
factor in determining if sexual intercourse is forced or just sex. However, proving 
whether sex is coerced is difficult; therefore, people usually take the marks of 
resistance - bruises, wounds, and injuries - as signs of forced sex. Resistance without 
physical harm, such as verbal resistance, is seen as part of the normal sexual behavior 
(Burt & Estep, 1981; Burt, 1991). Verbal refusal to sex is seen as women's shyness or 
a game for arousing the men's sexual desire (Jackson, 1987). Nicolson (1994) further 
elaborated this heterosexual practice by saying that men are always thought of as 
aggressive and active while women are seen as asexual and resistant. As minor 
resistance is prone to be part of the normal sex，a genuine victim should display 
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active resistance against the assault even when life is threatened - life and death are 
not as precious when compared to sexual integrity (Burt & Estep，1981). 
This kind of thinking can be illuminated by exploring the cultural beliefs that 
sustain it. The first cultural belief is that, if a woman is willing to have sexual 
intimacy with a man to any extent, or that she has had sex with him voluntarily before, 
then she has lost her right to say "no" to sex. Therefore, if the victim has agreed to 
any kind of sexual intimacy (even just a hug) with the assailant, then her claim of rape 
will be doomed as less credible. The second cultural belief is about the heterosexual 
view of masculinity, which suggests that masculinity involves being forceful and 
aggressive, including in the sexual domain. Therefore, a male being sexually forceful 
is seen as masculine instead of as abnormal. Actually, Ussher (1997) suggested that 
this form of heterosexual belief in masculinity has been heavily romanticized in 
popular culture. Therefore, the distinction between rape and violent consensual sex 
has blurred. From the above cultural beliefs, we can .see that rape can be easily 
misjudged as a violent consensual sex based on the resistance the victim displayed 
and the kind of person the victim is. 
2.3.3 No damage was done to the victim 
The third type of rape myths involves the belief that no damage is done to the 
rape victim - the rape is seen as a normal intercourse. Certain types of women are ” 
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especially seen as suffering no harm from rape, i.e., they are sexually devalued 
women and/or socially devalued women. 
The (sexual) value of a female lies on rather she is "pure" — either a virgin or is 
"used exclusively by one man" (Burt & Estep, 1981, p. 23). Sexual integrity - being a 
virgin or being monogamous to her partner - is emphasized in women rather than in 
men. Clark and Lewis (1977) proposed the idea of "open territory victims" (p. 25). 
They are women who do not conform to the "cultural ideas of chaste sexual 
behaviour," and they are less valuable. If these women are sexually assaulted, they 
will receive less pity because people think less harm or even no harm has been done 
to them. Chastity is upheld above all other qualities. As Burt and Estep (1981) 
explains: 
“If you're not a virgin, what difference does it make?" The shattering of one's 
integrity, of one's sense of control over one's life, the humiliation, shame and 
degradation which rapists try to inflict, disrupted social relationships - none of 
these consequences of rape count as harm when a victim fails the test of chastity. 
(P. 22) 
People simply view rape as a sexually-motivated crime; therefore, they think the 
harm that incurs to victims only involves the vagina or anus. People often do not fully 
understand the psychological and social damage that rape has done to the victim. 
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The social value of women includes other aspects of her identity, such as job 
status, marital status, and social status. If she is socially valueless, then the harm that 
rape has done to her is not seen as severe if not totally ignored. She will also be seen 
as less credible as a victim too. As Lees (1997) put it, if the woman herself is credible, 
there is no need for corroboration of the rape crime (p. 110). For instance, if a woman 
is a bar patron and a divorcee, then she will be perceived as more likely to have 
agreed to the assault. These women, if raped, are also seen as suffering less harm. 
Therefore a victim's social worth is intrinsically related to whether she can gain 
access to the genuine victim label. 
2.3.4 The victim is blamed 
The fourth rape myth says that the victim is always blamed in a sexual assault. A 
reason behind this myth is that, by blaming the victim, people's fear of such 
unpredictable thing would be relieved. Moreover, justice - the thought that bad things 
happen to bad people and good things happen to good people — can be maintained 
(Burt &Estep，1981). People want to keep this belief because this gives them "a sense 
of control over [their] outcomes" (McCaul, Veltum, Boyechko, & Crawford, 1990，p. 
3). 
Another reason that victims are blamed probably stems from the different social 
expectation for males and females. Females are always expected to be cautious in 
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public, because the public sphere is always construed as dangerous for females 
(Griffin, 1971). Actually, females are always supposed to be in the domestic sphere. 
On the other hand, the public sphere is more than safe for males, it is also the arena 
for males. In Griffin's (1971) analysis of an excerpt from a movie, Berkeley Barbs, 
she suggested, "each girl as she grows into womanhood is taught fear" (p. 33) — fear 
of public place, fear of night, fear of strangers, fear of men, and fear of rape. All these 
fears encompass a woman daily，and thus, a woman should have learned to be more 
cautious. Riger and Gordon (1981) also supported the idea that the public is construed 
as dangerous to females. In their telephone survey of 1600 adults, they found that 
women in general consider assertive (e.g., educate men to respect women) and 
restrictive measures (e.g., women have to dress modestly) effective in tackling rape. 
Black women (the group that is perceived to be at the highest risk) in particular 
considered restrictive measure as the most appropriate way to avoid rape. The result 
suggested that, women were aware of the danger surrounding them, and 
correspondingly, they would restrict their behaviors. Anderson and Doherty (2008) 
showed that the danger for women in the public is socially constructed. In their 
research about undergraduates' perceptions of rape, they found that in the discussion 
of rape the subjects were inclined to construct a background for rape as dark and 
remote - the characteristics that signal danger. Based on this construction, subjects 
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were then able to blame the victims for their careless behaviors logically, without 
feeling guilty. 
For the most part, these rape myths refer to female rape victims. Although most 
of them can also apply to male victims, some others refer exclusively to male victims. 
2.4 Rape myths for male victims only 
Anderson and Doherty (2008) identified several rape myths about male rape 
victims from a collection of literature about male rape survivors, they are: 
1. Outside of prisons, male rapes are impossible; 
2. Rapists and victims are homosexuals; 
3. Male victims are weak. 
The following section will examine each rape myth in detail. 
2.4.1 Outside of prisons, male rapes are impossible 
The first rape myth states that people consider male rapes impossible outside of 
prisons. However, the fact is that many male rapes occur in the community, but most 
of them are rendered invisible. For example, in Hong Kong, the law does not 
recognize male sexual assault as rape. It is instead categorized as non-consensual 
buggery, gross indecency, or indecent assault. By not adding the crime of male rape 
into rape law, the legal system actually contributes in "reinforcing the invisibility of 
male rape" (Ussher, 1997，p. 366). Yet, non-consensual sex in men is common in the 
t' 
. 22 
community. Coxell, King, Mezey, and Gordon (1999) conducted a cross sectional 
survey in the United Kingdom. They found that out of 2747 male participants, about 
3% have experienced some sort of male rape (anal intercourse) in their adulthood 
(above the age of 16). Lees (1997) also claimed that male rape is "one of the most 
underreported serious crimes in Britain" (p. 89). Thus, male rape is a "silent-violent 
epidemic" (American Medical Association, 2010) that cannot be ignored in 
communities. 
Despite the fact that male rape occurs in the community, seldom do people 
acknowledge its existence. Hence, when a male is raped, people usually find it 
shocking and unbelievable. Very often, males do not recognize their potential danger 
of being rape (McCaul et al., 1990; Schneider, Soh-Chiew Ee, & Aronson, 1994; 
Perrot & Webber, 1996; Anderson, 1999; Anderson & Doherty, 2008). For this reason, 
male victims generally receive less blame than female victims do in sexual assault 
crimes. 
Why does society seem to blame male victims less than females? In the study of 
McCaul et al. (1990), which sought to find an explanation for victim blaming in rape 
cases, suggested that intention and foreseeability are the two factors that predict 
blaming of victims. If rape is considered as more sexual than violent, then people see 
the victim somehow has the intention to be raped. As a result, the victim will be at 
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greater fault. Moreover, if rape is considered as foreseeable, then the victim will be 
attributed with more blame, too. McCaul et al. (1990) found that male victims are 
seen as less being able to foresee a rape; therefore, they will be criticized less. This 
result is supported by the study of Schneider, Soh-Chiew Ee, and Aronson (1994). 
Their study aimed to look at if the victim's gender would affect the accusation 
towards the victims. The result found that male victims were judged more leniently. 
Female were expected to be able to predict the rape; therefore, female victims should 
feel guiltier about being raped. Perrot and Webber (1996) as well as Anderson (1999) 
agreed that male victims generally receive less blame. However, they also found that 
male victims were reprobated differently from female victims. Female victims were 
accused of failing to foresee the rape while male victims were blamed for not being 
able to resist the rape. 
In Anderson and Doherty's (2008) study, they found that participants built up a 
hierarchy of blame. If a heterosexual man is raped, since the male rape (anal sex) is 
different from what they normally engage at (vaginal sex), they will receive more pity 
and will receive less blame. However, if it is a homosexual man being raped, then the 
whole rape is reduced as just a normal gay sex. And they will be criticized just as 
much as female victims are. 
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2.4.2 Rapists and victims are homosexuals 
The second myth about male rape is that males who rape others and who are 
raped are homosexuals. However, Kaufman, Divasto, Jackson, Voorhees, and Christy 
(1980) found the contrary. In their collection of data of 14 male rape victims who 
were admitted to a medical center for over a period of three years, they found that the 
victims were not associated with any homosexual community. However, McMullen 
(1990) suggested that most male rape victims suffer from sexual identity crisis after 
the rape, and they looked for homosexual contacts afterwards. Lees (1997) has also 
agreed with McMullen's idea. Her research about male rape victims from 85 
questionnaires showed that male victims do display certain sexual identity crisis after 
rape. Thus, the perception of this rape myth may be reinforced by the homosexual 
behavior some victims display after rape. However, a more possible explanation for 
their behavior is that, the male victims, as part of the society, have internalized the 
rape myth and develop sexual identity crisis and doubt their sexual orientation after 
being raped. 
The notion that the rapists are homosexual is also invalid. Actually, most of 
rapists who rape males are heterosexual males. The research of Isley and 
Gehrenbech-Shim (1997)，which surveyed 3635 male sexual assault victims in the 
United States, showed that, not only are most of the victims heterosexual, so are most 
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of the rapists. Groth and Burgess (1980) studied 16 offenders of male rapes, and their 
findings showed that only three of them were homosexual. Also, for half of the rapists, 
the choice of victims did not seem to matter - be they female, male, child, or adult. 
Rather, the assault was an act of retaliation, an expression of power, and an assertion 
of their strength or manhood. The researchers believed that "rape has been 
misconstrued as a sexually motivated crime" (p. 809); therefore, people would 
intuitively think of the offenders as homosexual. 
2.4.3 Male victims are weak 
The third rape myth claims that male victims are weak because they are not 
strong enough to defend themselves. The hegemonic notion of males - strong, 
aggressive, dominant and brave — is actually seen as the heart of what constitutes 
masculinity. People believe that "real" men should be able to fight for themselves. 
However, it is exactly this cultural norm for masculinity that "work[s] as a scaffolding 
for rape" (Gavey, 2005, p. 2). Indeed, many male victims feel ashamed of the rape 
because they feel they have lost their manliness. In Mezey's (1992) research, which 
involved the interviews of eight men and 22 questionnaires, showed that the victims 
did not feel themselves as male anymore, as they thought a male would not be as 
vulnerable as to be raped. Lees' (1997) research also found that male victims tended 
to feel guilty and disgusted about the rape because of their incapability to fight back 
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the attacker and their compliances to the commands of the rapist. This stigma of being 
unmanly is also a major reason why males are reluctant to report their cases to the 
authorities (Groth & Burgess, 1980). 
After understanding what rape myths are, it is necessary to know to what extent 
Hong Kong people believe in rape myths. 
2.5 Dyadic differences in attribution of rape myths 
Previous research (Shaver, 1970; Giacopassi & Dull, 1986; Gilmartin-Zena, 
1988; Ellis, O'Sullivan, & Sowards，1992; Fonow, Richardson, & Wemmems, 1992) 
suggested that people would be more likely to blame victims of the opposite sex 
because they are dissimilar and they cannot relate to each other. Shaver's (1970) 
proposed the idea of "defensive attribution" which suggested that a person would 
blame a victim whom he or she identifies with less. This proposition is supported by 
other research (Giacopassi & Dull, 1986; Gilmartin-Zena, 1988; Ellis, O'Sullivan, & 
Sowards, 1992; Fonow, Richardson, & Wemmems, 1992). In Giacopassi and Dull's 
(1986) study, which measured attitudinal differences to rape across gender and race 
(white and black), found participants were more likely to blame victims who were 
different from themselves. 
Other research which focused on the attribution of blame of female rape found 
that male participants tended to blame female victims more than female participants 
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would. Gilmartin-Zena's (1988) research suggested that males were more inclined 
towards accepting rape myths. They proposed that the gender difference was due to 
females' fear of being sexually assaulted 一 females can identify with the rape victims, 
who are usually females. They are able to put themselves into the shoes of the victims, 
and they will reject rape myths to a greater extent. The study of Ellis, 0'Sullivan, and 
Sowards (1992) as well as Fonow, Richardson, and Wemmerus (1992) also have 
similar results. Fonow, Richardson, and Wemmerus (1992) suggested that males are 
more conservative, "controlling, and determining" (p. 118). 
For the same reason, a male should attribute less blame to male victims as they 
are of the same gender. Counter-intuitively, a few studies suggested that male 
observers criticize male victims more harshly than female observers would (McCaul 
et al.，1990; Whatley & Riggio, 1993; Mitchell, Hirschman, & Hall, 1999). Although 
McCaul et al. (1990) found that male victims receive less blame than female victims, 
male participants actually attributed more blame to male victims than female 
participants did. The reason for this is because males are more likely than females to 
think that the victims derive sexual pleasures from rape. This view is not particular to 
female victims, and male victims are perceived as homosexual in this regard. The 
result of Whatley and Riggio's (1993) research agreed with Lerner's (1980) Just 
World Theory, which states that the world is a just place of which people can have a 
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control over our lives. Thus, participants accused the victims of deserving the rape 
because of the bad deeds that they have done. By doing so, participants can maintain 
the notion that they are in control of their lives. Whatley and Riggio (1993) suggested 
that males believe every incident happens with a reason; therefore, they observe the 
Just World Theory to a greater extent than females do. Similar results are found in 
Mitchell, Hirschman, and Hall's (1999) study. They found that male participants 
criticized the male victims more because they were considered as deriving sexual 
pleasure from the sexual assaults. The researchers then suggested that the reason for 
males to blame male victims more severely could be due to their lack of awareness of 
male rapes, resulting in their sense that male rapes could not possibly happen to them. 
Moreover, they suggested that it could be due to their discomfort in talking about 
male rape. 
However, Buddie and Miller (2001) suggested that there were no gender 
differences in the attribution of rape myths. In their study, participants were asked to 
list freely characteristics of rape victims. It was found that the list of female and male 
were similar. Actually similar results were also found in previous research (Calhoun et 
al” 1981; Krahe, 1988; Edmonds, Cahoon, & Shipman, 1991; Schneider, Soh-Chiew 
Ee, & Aronson, 1994). Buddie and Miller (2001) proposed the reason for it could be 
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due to the fact that male participants wanted to appear favorable in the experiment by 
listing fewer rape myths than expected. 
2.6 Rape myths in Hong Kong 
In Hong Kong, rape myths are found to be common among the locals (Cheung 
& Chung，1982; Ng & Wong, 2002; Tang, Wong & Cheung, 2002). For example, in 
the research of Cheung and Chung (1982)，which explored the attitudes of Hong Kong 
people toward rape by doing semi-structured interviews, found that rape myth was 
widely believed. There were 89 respondents in the research, and they were from either 
the young age group (18-25) or the old age group (40-55). The results showed that 
rape myths were especially supported by the old and the female groups. It was 
suggested that education of rape attitudes was necessary to tackle the rape problem. 
Ng and Wong (2002) conducted a large-scale survey in public on attitudes 
towards rape and rape victims. Findings indicated that some rape myths (e.g., rape 
occurs between strangers, at night, in quiet or isolated places, to bad women, etc.) 
were widespread. In particular, over 60% of the respondents suggested that rape 
occurred because men could not control their sexual impulse and passion. Moreover, 
around 30% of the respondents said claims of rape by "bad" women, such as 




Some rape myths — men are controlled by their impulses and women are seen as 
sex objects who trigger men 's impulses were particularly widespread. For example, in 
the study by Tang, Wong and Cheung (2002), which examined how women construed 
themselves as victims of violence, found these two myths were the most prevalent. 
The researchers suggested that these perceptions were related to the sex role 
stereotyping in Chinese society. 
The prevalent of rape myths also affect the judgment made by the courts. The 
study of Ng and Liang (2007) set forth to explore whether rape myths exist in the trail 
process. They found that the defense counsel often use some rape myths (e.g., the 
extent of resistance is a key factor in determining if the incident is rape) and gender 
stereotype (e.g., men's sexual urge cannot be controlled) as defense for the rapists. 
The myth that rape only happens in the dark corner in the city was also mentioned in 
the court trials. However, in the 23 court trials that they study, only three of them 
happened in a dark corner on the street. 
There are disagreements on whether gender differences exist in the perception 
of rape. In Law's (2004) study of the impact attitude of rape to legal attrition of rape, 
he found that females were more supportive to rape victims than males were. 
However, when it came down to rape claims by some victims (e.g., prostitutes, bar 
girls, dancer hostess), both sexes highly doubted their accusations. In addition, both 
31 
sexes strongly agreed on the notion that men rape because of uncontrollable passion. 
Likewise, Chang's (1998) study, which looked into date rape in particular, reported 
similar findings. He studied how university students perceive date rape, rape myths, 
and corresponding risk factors (such as dating locations, clothing, and behaviors.) He 
used both quantitative and qualitative methods in his research, interviewing a total of 
eight females and eight males. It was found that there were gender differences on how 
students perceive rape myths and the risk factors, and that miscommunication 
between the two sexes is the major reason for date rape. However, Wong's (2000) 
research, which also studied the perception of date rape but with a focus on the gender 
differences in attribution of responsibility, found that the gender differences were not 
significant and that both males and females tend to load the responsibility to the 
victim. 
Rape myths present us with distorted ways of how people look at rape and rape 
victims. These negative views, which further victimize the victims, are called 
secondary victimization. 
2.7 Secondary victimization 
Secondary victimization, a term coined by William (1984)，refers to the stigma 
attached to rape victims: in addition to the rape incident itself, they are further 
victimized for the second time by others' negative reactions. In William's (1984) study, 
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she conducted 61 in-depth interviews with rape victims of different ethnicity 
(Mexican American, Anglos, and Black) in San Antonio, Texas. It was found that all 
of them suffer from varying negative effects, such as changing their feelings about 
men, exhibiting withdrawn patterns in their functioning, and worrying about their 
health. Mexican Americans displayed the greatest extent of negative effects, while 
Blacks show the least negative effects from rape. Williams (1984) compared the 
negative impact suffered by victims to how the three ethnic groups defined rape and 
rape victims. She found that "the victim effects are reflective of patterned attitudinal 
differences in the different racial-ethnic communities in the city" (p. 69). Therefore, 
victims' suffering was largely due to how society viewed rapes and rape victims. At 
the end, she concluded that society, by blaming the victims, had actually become an 
offender to the victims as well. The victim-blaming culture in society is so strong that 
Russell (1982) argued that, in fact, society has been supporting rapes. 
Rozee and Koss (2001) reviewed feminist discussion on rapes. From their 
review, they claimed that "rape supportive culture" was integrated in the society 
through institutionalized patriarchy and socialized practices of men being aggressive 
and women being weak. In addition, the lack of criminal protection for women and 
various social systems that favor men in fact help to sustain the "rape support 
culture." • 
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Renner, Whackett, and Ganderton (1988) researched 231 cases admitted to the 
Sexual Assault Service in Canada. They found that victims were reluctant to report 
their rapes due to the fear of social blame. Also, most of the victims scolded 
themselves and felt guilty about what had happened to them. Thus rape is not just the 
problem of the victims; it is also the problem of society (Renner, Whackett, & 
Ganderton, 1988). 
The consequences that secondary victimization incurs to victims are enormous, 
especially in the psychological and social domain. The following section will examine 
the consequences in detail. 
2.7.1 Post-traumatic stress disorder 
How society treats rape victims can have a tremendous impact on the 
self-esteem of the victims and how they view their rape experiences. The negative 
reactions and responses victims receive from society — secondary victimization - is 
often one of the causes of the post-traumatic stress that victims suffer. Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a type of anxiety disorder recorded in the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders IV (DSM-IV), published by the American 
Psychology Association. Symptoms of PTSD includes prolonged intense fear, 
recurring nightmares, flashbacks of the incident, disruptive sleep, a change of social 
life pattern, or fear of people. Studies show that a high rate of rape victims — both 
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female and male victims -suffer from PTSD (Davis & Breslau, 1994; Isely & 
Gehrenbeck-Shim, 1997). Breslau, Davis, Andreski and Peterson (1991) researched 
394 people who have suffered from traumatic events such as rape. The results 
reported that about 23% of the people developed PTSD after experiencing traumatic 
events (as cited in Davis & Breslau, 1994). Isley and Gehrenbeck-Shim (1997) 
researched 3,635 men who had sought help after being sexually assaulted. Most of 
these men developed symptoms of PTSD, and nearly half of these men admitted that 
they had suicidal thoughts. Davis and Breslau (1994), who reviewed various PTSD 
related literature which studied rapes, argued that the trauma of rape victims is 
worsened by secondary victimization. Ullman's (1996) research affirmed this claim. 
Ullman (1996) researched how social reactions towards rape would affect victims' 
recovery. She received 155 surveys which contain information about the rape and the 
after rape experience. It was found that "all negative social reactions were strongly 
associated with increased psychological symptoms" (p. 505). Therefore, we can see 
that victim recovery would be severely hindered due to secondary victimization. 
2.7.2 Underreporting of rape 
Another serious consequence that secondary victimization results in is the 
underreporting of rape. In Hong Kong, statistics and information about rape can be 
obtained mainly from the records and surveys of the Police Department and the 
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Census and Statistics Department, Family Planning Association of Hong Kong 
(FPAHK), and Rape Crisis Centre. Figure 1 shows the number of reported sex crimes, 
which includes indecent assault and rape, to the police, and the number of cases that 
are estimated to be the real number. The data are based on statistics provided by the 
Family Planning Association of Hong Kong. The gap in between the two sets of data 
shows the underreporting rate. From the graph, we can see that the gap between the 
actual number of rapes and the number of reported rapes is getting smaller. 
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Figure 1. T h e n u m b e r o f repor ted and unrepor ted sexual assaul t c a se s 
In other Asian countries like Japan and Taiwan, the underreport rate of rape is 
also high. According to Law (2004), in Taiwan, there were 1056 reported rape case in 
1997，but the Criminal Victimization Survey suggested that only one in ten rape 
victims reported the crimes to the police; therefore, the actual number of rape cases , 
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should be as high as around 6000. In Japan, the number of rape is 2260 and 2228 in 
2000 and 2001 respectively, according to the National Police Agency. Yet, only 0.23% 
of rapes were estimated to have reported the crimes to the police. Moreover, it was 
found that 60% of the rape cases are reported by other people but not the victims 
themselves. Thus, it can be concluded that the high underreporting rate of rape is 
widespread and that the reported rape cases are only the tip of the iceberg. So what 
restrains the victims from reporting their rape cases? 
McMullen (1990) answered this question by proposing three reasons: firstly, the 
shock from the rape is still pressing; secondly, the fear that the rapist will take revenge; 
and finally, the distress, the stigma, and the embarrassment received from agencies, 
family, friends and society. On top of these two reasons, the rape victims may blame 
themselves: “I shouldn't have dressed that way"; "I should not go out alone at night"; 
"I should be able to protect myself as a man." Therefore, whether or not a victim will 
file a report with the police depends on if he/she believes him/her to be a "genuine 
victim" - that is, whether their behaviors, characters, social status, ethnicity, and 
sexual orientations fit the cultural ideal of victim. 
Similarly, Groth and Burgess (1980) proposed three "report defense factors"— 
reasons why men do not report the rape incidents: firstly, men are expected to be able 
to protect themselves from attacks no matter in what situations; secondly, the victim's 
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sexual orientation will be put into question; and lastly, the process of retelling the 
incident is itself traumatic. Therefore, if a victim decides to report the rape to the 
authority, he/she is putting his/her identity into scrutiny for thorough examination 
(Anderson & Doherty, 2008). 
Although the above underreporting cases do not include male rape, in reality, 
the number of underreporting of male rapes may be much higher than female rapes 
(Kaufman et al., 1980). Male rape victims may even have a greater resistance in 
reporting their experiences to the authorities because, as Estrich (1987) suggested, it is 
related to the general "stigma" of male rape and "homophobic reaction" (p. 108). 
As this study explores rape myths perceptions as well as how language 
construct rape myths, literatures about languages — conversational practices and 
metaphors, will be looked into in the following sections. 
2.8 Conversational practices 
It has been argued that males and females talk, differently. Gray (1992) took this 
notion so far as to say that males and females are from different planets. There are 
many studies that have shown that gender difference in speech is prominent. Ashmore 
(1981) and Maltz and Borker (1982) suggested that males and females can be seen as 
from two different social groups. People from different social groups very often 
would display different linguistic patterns. Research suggested that men interrupt ' 
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women more (Eakins & Eakins, 1979; Leet-Pellegrini, 1980; Schick-Case, 1988; 
Winter, 1993; Holmes, 1995; Gunnarsson, 1997; West & Zimmerman，1998), men 
dominate the talk (Swacker, 1979; Bashiruddin, Edge, & Huges-Pelegrin, 1990; 
Edelsky & Adams，1990; Herring, Johnson, & DiBenedetto，1998). Women' talks 
focus on the more personal and emotional topics (Mulcahy, 1973; Morgan, 1976; Hill 
& Stull, 1987; Dindia & Allen, 1992; Leaper，Carson, Baker, & Myers, 1995) while 
men talk more about facts and impersonal things (Aries & Johnson 1983; Pilkington, 
1998; Coates, 2003). Below is a summary of findings that these gender and language 
researchers have proposed: 
Table 2 
Summary of Literature Review on Conversational Practices 
Female talk Mixed-sex talk Male talk 
Topic Involve more The female tries harder to Things that peripheral 
personal and get the male interested in to self (e.g. facts, 
emotional content the topic, but fails. sports, news...) 
(Mulcahy, 1973; (Fishman, 1980) (Aries & Johnson 
Morgan, 1976; 1983; Pilkington, 
Leaper, Carson, 1998; Coates, 2003) 
Baker & Myers, 
1995) 
Speech Provide minimal Differences between sexes No minimal 
pattern feedback (e.g. are smaller as they try to feedback and ignore 
ah-hem, um) accommodate to each each other's 
(Fishman, 1980; other's speech. (Mulac, utterances (Coates, 
Holmes, 1995; Wiemann, Widenmann & 2003); 
Coates, 1994, 1998) Gibson, 1988) 
J 
39 
Table 2 ( con t inued ) 
Female talk Mixed-sex talk Male talk 
More frequent uses Males behave in a teachy way Pauses and long 
of tag questions (Coates，2003) silences are often 
(Lakoff, 1975; found (Zimmerman 
Siegler & Siegler， & West, 1975); 
1976) overlapping is rare 
(Talbot, 1992) 
More use of first Males tend to interrupt Give commands 
person pronoun females (Eakins & Eakins, using directives 
(Hirschman, 1973) 1979; Leet-Pellegrini, 1980; (Goodwin, 1980， 
and hedges (Lakoff, Schick-Case 1988; Winter, 1990, 1998; Engle， 
1975; Holmes, 1984， 1993; Holmes, 1995; 1980) 
1987; Underbill, Gunnarsson, 1997; West & 
1988) Zimmerman, 1998) 
Others Females accord to the The male dominates the Enjoy hostility 
conventional discussion (Swacker, 1979; (Pilkington, 1998) 
politeness strategy Bashiruddin, Ayesha, Edge, 
(Brown, 1998; Julian & Huges-Pelegrin, 
Holmes, 1995) 1990; Edelsky & Adams, 
1990; Herring, Johnson & 
DiBenedetto, 1998) 
Women's speech are Men's speech are 
usually seen as usually 
having less power characterized as 
(West, 1984，1998; more powerful 




However, Deborah Cameron (1998) has heavily criticized these research studies 
saying that "they belong to the tradition of empirical sex difference studies that do no 
more than set out to find statistically significant differences between women's and 
men's behavior" (p. 946). She suggested that analyzing in this way is actually seeing 
through the lens of gender stereotype, and this would further reproduce and reinforce 
the gender stereotype in society. For example, Lakoff (1975) attributed females' 
frequent use of hedges (e.g., sort of, like, maybe, you know) to uncertainty and 
unassertiveness. She explained that, to be feminine, a woman would not position 
herself as assertive because this is not "ladylike" (p. 54). Lakoff，s (1975) claim is 
later refuted by Holmes' (1987) analysis, which studied the use of one hedge -you 
know. She found that both genders use you know at a similar frequency, but that 
females use it more for expressing confidence rather than uncertainty. Thus, she 
concluded that hedges are multifunctional. 
To avoid making a conclusion based on gender stereotypes in society, Cameron 
(1998) proposed the feminist postmodernist method to investigate gender and 
language, that is, men and women are no longer seen as people who talk the way they 
do because of who they are. They should be seen as conscious agents who choose 
their ways of speaking. This way of analysis is coherent with Judith Butler's (1990) 
perspective of performativity. Butler (1990) suggested that there are appropriate 
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actions and speech to males and females because these repetitive acts have congealed 
over time and become natural. People are daily doing these repeated actions in order 
to perform their respective gender roles. Therefore, based on Butler's theory, Cameron 
(1998) suggested that men and women are using talk to perform their gender roles, to 
differentiate themselves from others. Therefore feminist linguists should move 
beyond simply stating the differences of males and females; instead, they should 
consider the meaning of such phenomena, and the various situations in which 
individuals would display such differences. 
There is research focusing particularly on conversation between dyads. Some 
find that same-sex dyads display more stereotyped speech pattern than mixed-sex 
dyads (Mulac et al., 1988). They suggested that when people are talking to someone 
from a different social group (e.g., a different gender), they would try to minimize 
their differences to gain acceptance. However, Aries (1998) questioned the claim that 
males and females behave gender stereotypically. She suggested that research often 
uses white middle class subjects as the data pool; thus, the results generated cannot be 
conclusive. Moreover, she suggested that as the speakers understand each other better, 
then gender would become less significant as a determining factor. More importantly 
is that most differences in speech are due to 
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status (i.e., power) differences. When the speakers are of similar status with similar 
power, the differences would diminish. 
Fisher (1983) gave support to Aries (1998) by suggesting that the sexual 
composition in a dyad (i.e., the gender of the speaker and audience) does not affect 
the way a person speaks. Rather, it is the interactional context that matters. His study 
involved 26 dyads, each talking for about 30 minutes. Fisher found that there were no 
significant differences between each gender combination among the content 
dimension and the relationship dimension, but distinctive differences were found 
between a cooperative context and a competitive context. Thus, he concluded that 
other factors are more influential than gender of the speaker in determining the use of 
language. 
Similarly, Freed and Greenwood (1996) found no significant differences of 
language use between genders. They studied the use oiyou know in six dyads. P^syou 
know is typically associated with the language of females, it is expected that female 
same-sex dyads or the females in the dyads would use this expression more frequently. 
However, the results indicated that females and males utter this expression in similar 
frequency and for similar goals. Therefore, Freed and Greenwood (1996) suggested 
that it is more accurate to describe the style of talk in relation to the specific situation. 
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2.9 Metaphor and Rape 
What are metaphors? Metaphor allows people to express abstract ideas using 
concrete ideas. Traditionally, metaphors are only seen as a linguistic device in rhetoric. 
However, in recent years, metaphors are seen as an important way to understand how 
people comprehend abstract concepts. For example, Lakoff and Johnson (1987) 
studied the logic behind the metaphors used in the discussion of rape. They analyzed 
an excerpt from Beneke's Men on Rape (1982), which is a set of interviews about 
people's views on rape. It was found that metaphors about sex were abundant and 
were deeply implanted in people's minds. Lakoff and Johnson also showed that the 
logical link between these metaphors provided a rationale for rape. Thus, they 
concluded that one's reality is structured in terms of metaphors. 
In recent years, researchers have found experimental evidences suggesting that 
metaphors play an important role in structuring the way we reason (Gibbs & 0’Brien， 
1990; Gibbs, 1992; Gibbs & Nascimento，1996; Gibbs, Bogdonovich, Sykes, & Barr， 
1997). For example, in Gibbs et al.'s (1997) study, they found that, if people 
understood the metaphor, they accessed the corresponding conceptual metaphor 
during processing; however, if they were just reading the literal paraphrase of the 
metaphor, they would not access the conceptual metaphor. Consequently, they 
suggested that there is a strong link between understanding an idiom (a colloquial 
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kind of metaphor) and conceptual metaphors. Therefore, studying metaphors is 
important as they reflect the way people configure their reasoning (Ungerer & 
Schmid,1996). 
However, metaphors do have their own limitations. By using metaphor, 
one is likening an aspect of the target domain (the abstract idea to be described) 
to a corresponding aspect of the source domain (the concrete idea that we draw 
our description from). Thus, there are always some characteristics of the target 
domain that cannot be encompassed fully. For example, consider the conceptual 
metaphor THEORIES ARE BUILDINGS . Utterances like "we have put together the 
framework of the theory" and "this is the foundation of the theory" can be easily 
found in our daily life language. The use of this conceptual metaphor highlights 
certain features of the target domain while hiding others. The features of 
"framework" and the "foundation" - the strength of the building 一 are likened to 
the target domain THEORIES (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980). Other features of 
buildings, such as the roof or the stairs, are suppressed in the conceptual 
metaphor THEORIES ARE BUILDINGS . This will offer people only partial 
understanding of the target domain, and hence there will be potential "to 
obscure or deny alternative versions of events or identities" (Anderson & 
Doherty, 2008, p. 107). ‘ 
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Emanatian (1995) agreed that there is limit on how we express an idea due to 
our communication resources. His study examined the role of metaphors in the 
expression of sex and finds that the source domains EAT and HEAT are often mentioned. 
He suggested it is the ontological and psychological similarities between the two 
domains that causes the rises of the conceptual metaphor such as EATING IS SEX. 
However, he also pointed out that there are constraints in using such metaphors, for 
example, in eating, the food is consumed, but in sex, the sex partner is not. 
By using metaphors, we do not only relate the characteristics of one domain to 
another, we are also transferring the assumptions - beliefs about reality, our opinions, 
value judgments, and biases to the target domain. Metaphors are actually constructed 
based on our understanding of the world and how things operate in the world. Hence, 
we "lose our insight because we are always holding up a screen of language between 
ourselves and the world" (Stanley, 1977, p. 305). Metaphors to a certain extent restrict 
and distort how we understand the world. In Stanley's (1977) study, which examines 
the quotations of a science fiction Mindswap (1966) by Robert Sheckley, she claimed 
that the representation of women is projected and distorted through language. For 
instance, women who have sex with more than one man are described as "hags," "slop 
jars," "and "piss pallets;" on the other hand, women who are not interested in sex are 
described as "frigid," "cold," or "maladjusted" (p. 305). These words not only 
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degrade women's dignity, but they also construe women as the passive objects which 
exist only in relation to men. Feminists believe that metaphors about females are 
constructed by and through relating to males. As everyone is brought up in a 
patriarchal society, we have internalized the naming, the stereotyping, and the view of 
ourselves. As Stanley (1977) put it: "it is through a 'screen of language,' the language 
of exploitation that men establish and maintain their masculinity" (p. 306). Thus， 
although metaphor has enhanced our ability to talk about things that people are not 
familiar with, it also limits conceptualization of gender and sexuality because it 
restrains our thinking about the unfamiliar concepts into the existing molds. 
There are only limited research studies on metaphor and heterosexual sexual 
experience (Adams, Towns, & Gavey，1995; Anderson & Doherty, 2008; Emanatian, 
1995; Lakoff & Johnson,1987; Segrave, 1994;Weatherall & Walton, 1999). However, 
they all reach a conclusion that the use of metaphors reflects the values laden in 
patriarchal society. In the research of Adams, Towns, and Gavey (1995), they looked 
into the rhetoric of men who have violently treated women. They conducted 
interviews with 14 men about their views on relationships, women, sex, and the 
reasons for the violence. The transcriptions were read a couple of times. It was found 
that conceptual metaphors, such as MEN AS KING and HOME AS CASTLE, can be found in 
the men's discourses. These metaphors showed that the men considered themselves as 
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authorities, with castles being where his power lies. Thus, the use of metaphor to 
analyze these kinds of social issues can enhance our understanding of gender relation. 
Similarly, Weatherall, and Walton's (1999) study supported the notion that 
metaphors reflect male dominance in society. They researched metaphors about sex. 
Researchers recorded any talk about sex in their daily conversations for one week. 
The results showed that the source domains that were commonly brought up were: 
HUNGER, WAR or VIOLENCE, JOURNEY, and MACHINE. The use of these source domains 
usually projects the image of an active male and a passive female and undermines the 
dignity of females. A similar conclusion is drawn from Segrave's (1994) study, which 
found that females use sport metaphors far less than males in the language of sexual 
relations. Sergrave (1994) suggested that the use of the sport conceptual metaphor 
reinforces male's hegemony and serves to objectify women. 
The research of Anderson and Doherty (2008) also illustrated how the analysis 
of metaphors can give insight to gender relations by particularly looking at the 
discourse about rape. The researchers have investigated beliefs about rape and rape 
victims by looking at the discourse of participants in pairs who comment on a female 
rape case and a male rape case respectively. According to Anderson and Doherty 
(2008)，the comments about rape incidents "reflect the social, political and cultural 
conditions of the society" (p. 5), in particular, they studied "how language may 
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construct and promote multilevel conceptualisation of rape and its victims,. . . and 
how these maintain or challenge the rape-supportive culture" (p. 125). According to 
the results, participants put more blame on female rape victims than the perpetrators. 
In terms of the language used, participants tended to create a scientific frame for the 
female rape while a supernatural frame is for the male rape. That is, perpetrators of 
the female rape were described as a "hazard or risk" that could be avoided, while the 
perpetrators for the male rape were described as "supernatural" that could not be 
expected. From this, the researchers claimed that since female rape can be avoided, 
the failure to avoid the rapist or rape situation was due to women's irrationality or 
incapability of reasoning (thus, the idea of a scientific frame). On the other hand, 
males who rape men were described as unnatural and unbelievable (thus，the idea of 
supernatural). Hence men could not avoid the perpetrators, and therefore male 
victims were relatively blameless. Analyzing these subtle features of language 
provides a lens to see how social relationships and power relations (in particular, 
between male and female, rapist and victim, and masculine male and vulnerable male) 
are created and reinforced (Adams, Towns, & Gavey, 1995). 
2.10 Summary 
At the beginning of the chapter, the legal definition and the social definition of 
rape were presented, as it is important to understand the definitions before any further 
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discussion. Then, different rape myths about both female victims and male victims 
were explored. The presentation of rape myths is important as rape myths shape and 
reflect how society view rapes, albeit usually in a distorted way. This leads to a severe 
negative consequence called secondary victimization, which results in the high rate of 
victims suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and a high underreporting rate. 
Lastly, the relationship of how studying conversational practices and metaphor could 
give insight to a social issue such as rape is established. . . 





3. 1 Introduction 
This chapter presents the research design for this study, including information 
about the participants, instrumentation, and the analysis used. Then, a description of 
the vignette method - the most common method used in rape perception research 一 is 
provided. Some problems associated with vignette research methods are identified. 
3. 2 Research questions 
This research addresses three research questions: 
1. How do Hong Kong students of mixed- and same-sex dyads talk about rape? 
- I t is expected that same-sex and mixed-sex dyads would talk differently as rape is 
a gender sensitive topic. Frequency of each rape myth that different dyads 
mentioned, and ways their language patterns vary, if any, would be examined. 
2. How are rape myths constructed through conversations of dyads about female 
and male rape? 
- T h e discourses of the participants reveal their perceptions and attitudes toward 
rape, rape victims, and rapists. Hence, whether or not their thoughts reflect the 
rape myths stated in the literature can be studied. Also, how victimhood is 
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constructed socially can be examined. Participants' beliefs of gender and sexuality 
can also be explored. 
3. What metaphors do the dyads use when discussing rape? 
- M e t a p h o r is abundant in our daily language. As metaphors show how we 
structure our thoughts and experiences, studying them sheds light to how rape 
myths and gender beliefs are created and reinforced. 
3. 3 Research design 
3. 3 .1 Research procedures 
The protocol for data collection was as follows: 
1. Each time a pair of students was led to a room equipped with a small digital 
camera and MPS recorder. 
2. A vignette (newspaper article) of either a female rape or male rape was given to 
the students. 
3. They were asked to read and discuss the incident and "reach a conclusion" 
(phrasing used by Anderson & Doherty, 2008) using the language they preferred 
(i.e., Cantonese or English). 
4. The researcher then left the room. Throughout the process, the researcher was 
absent, allowing the participants to talk as spontaneously as possible. 
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5. After 15 minutes, the researcher entered the room and invited the participants to 
comment on or explain further anything they had said during their discussion. 
This "feedback" process did not last more than five minutes. 
6. The participants then were asked to fill out a questionnaire concerning their 
personal information and some relevant background details. 
3. 3. 2 Participants 
Local undergraduate students at The Chinese University of Hong Kong were 
randomly chosen to participate in the study. Because the study focused only on Hong 
Kong young people and their discourse, only Hong Kong residents were selected; as a 
consequence, international exchange students, mainland students, and students who 
have resided outside of Hong Kong before entering the university were excluded from 
the study. Participants were all recruited using the University Campus Massmail 
system, where a call for participants was posted. The announcement stated that pairs 
of participants would read a text and discuss it for 15.minutes. All subjects 
participated voluntarily. In total, 32 students in self-selected mix-sex dyads, 64 
students in same-sex dyads (with 32 students of male-male pair, another 32 students 
of female-female pair) were involved in this study, discussing either the female rape 
vignette or the male rape vignette, with each vignette having the same number of 




Distribution of Dyads for each Vignette 
Pair combinations Female rape Male rape 
M-M 8 8 
M-F 8 8 
F-F 8 8 
It should be noted that a previous study by Anderson and Beattie (1996) has 
shown that males and females attribute blame and fault to victims differently, with 
males tending to blame the victims more than the females. It was also found that the 
difference for mix-sex dyads is the greatest in terms of blaming strategies. Therefore, 
looking into how both same- and mixed-sex dyads discuss a rape incident in this 
research could determine if there are any differences in my findings from the previous 
overseas research. Another point to be noted is that the dyads chosen should know 
each other—they should not be strangers. As rape is a sensitive issue to many people, 
it is likely that the participants were more fluent and comfortable when they were 
discussing the topic of rape with a friend. 
Profiles of the 96 participants in this study appear in Appendix A. As can be 
seen, data were gathered regarding what their relationship was (friends, dating), how 
long they had known each other, as well as what their religion, sexual orientation, 
dating experience, and academic faculty were. This information provided a general 
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snapshot of the students, enabling me to see how they viewed themselves socially and 
how they "categorized" themselves, creating profiles of their gender identities. This 
understanding was valuable in seeing the participants from a gendered perspective 
(e.g., as individuals shaped by situational contexts as well as educational, social, 
cultural, and religious background). It was also helpful in trying to determine whether 
or not participants' backgrounds may have influenced and biased their views about 
rape and rape victims. Interestingly, no strong or prejudiced perspectives were salient 
in the participants' discussions, except in one instance. In dyad MFM2, the female 
discussant's comments about the rape vignette were clearly affected by her sexual 
orientation (see Chapters 5 and 6). 
3. 3. 3 Research setting 
A room with video and audio recording equipments was set up for the 
participating dyads to discuss a designated rape vignette. 
3. 3. 4 Materials 
The following vignette was used for the female rape and the male rape 
discussions: 
A 22-year-old single woman (man) testified in court that she (he) was raped in 
the campus of a middle-sized university where she (he) was attending as a 
full-time student. On the evening of the attack, the woman (man) had taken a 
short-cut home through the campus after attending a dance class. The alleged 
rape took place at 9:30 p.m., when the woman (man) was attacked and dragged 
away from the main path and sexually assaulted. The woman (man) told the 
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court that she (he) was aware of a man walking behind her (him) but this had 
not aroused any suspicion. The woman's (man's) screams from the attack were 
heard by a passer-by who chased the attacker away. This passer-by subsequently 








The English version of the vignette was used by Anderson and Doherty (2008, p. 
61) in their research, whereas the Chinese version of the vignette is a translation 
made by the researcher of this study. The vignette was first translated into Chinese 
by the researcher, and then the Chinese vignette was translated back into English by 
two people who have graduated from the Translation Department. It was found that 
there were no major discrepancies from the English version. 
The questionnaires distributed to the participants at the end of the discussion 
can be found in Appendix B. 
3.4 The vignette method 
It is necessary to explain what a vignette is, as it is an integral part of this study. 
Most rape perception research uses the vignette method (Anderson & Doherty, 2008). 
In this study, a vignette is a short description of a rape incident, which usually 
includes the development of the rape and also the victim's immediate responses 
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following the rape. Most vignettes used in rape perception research describe "student" 
victims, of which the victims are raped on their way home usually. The vignette in this 
research also portrays this kind of rape. However, it should be noted that, this study 
does not intend to portray a typical kind of rape for discussion; instead, it provides a 
possible version of rape that could happen (Anderson & Doherty, 2008). 
Most rape perception research often involves a vignette accompanied by 
questionnaires which require the participants to rate how they feel about the rape on a 
scale. This type of research fails to "allow participants to display their sense-making 
practices in relation to rape beyond making a mark on a scale using categories 
pre-defined by researchers" (Anderson & Doherty, 2008, p. 30). What happens in the 
vignette is thus assumed to be clear and understandable by each and every participant 
without dispute. Moreover, the use of questionnaires and scaling to measure 
participants' responses towards rapes falls into the trap of reproducing patriarchal 
values. Questions set by the researchers in the questionnaires often reflect hegemonic 
values of rape. For example, in Damrosch's (1995) research about rape attitudes of 
nursing students, the questions asked by the researchers in the questionnaires focus 
largely on the culpability and the credibility of the victims. This would encourage the 
participants to answer according to the patriarchal values and social norms, and this 
may be a disempowering experience for the participants (Anderson & Doherty，2008). 
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Thus, traditional rape perception research fails to reflect the dynamics in the process 
of reasoning and accounting. 
To address the problems above, this study is different from traditional rape 
perception research in two ways. First, this study allows participants to discuss what 
the vignette prescribed. It suggests that participants can have the opportunities to 
provide reasons for their beliefs. Second, as opposed to using questionnaires, this 
study is close to reality - it simulates how people may read a newspaper article about 
rape and discuss it. As Anderson and Doherty (2008) note, how the participants make 
sense of the event is very important because this process shows how the participants 
construe rapes and what they expect of the victims in terms of their behaviors, 
personalities, and clothing. Therefore, this study would provide a natural way to 
capture participants' sensitivity toward the social reasoning regarding rape. 
3.5 Data Analysis 
The description of the background information of the participants was laid out and 
the transcriptions of the conversations were read a couple of times for detailed 
analysis. The analysis was mainly categorized into three parts, namely the analysis of 
the dyadic differences, content analysis, and metaphorical analysis. For the analysis of 
the dyadic differences, it contained two parts: first the dyadic differences in rape 
myths, second the dyadic differences in conversational practices. The number that 
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each rape myth (both general and male rape myths) that was mentioned by different 
types of dyads was counted and the percentage was calculated. In particular, the 
percentage for the general rape myth of female rape and male rape was juxtaposed 
and compared. Then, the analysis of conversational practices were carried out to echo 
with the findings from the dyadic differences in rape myths. How the participants 
interacted with each other was noted. In particular, discourse features such as 
interruptions, pauses, number of turns, and turn length are identified. The reasons why 
participants displayed such kind of speech patterns are provided. 
For content analysis, themes and issues that the participants discussed were 
grouped and coded. The data were then sorted according to different rape myths 
prescribed by Burt and Estep (1981) and Anderson and Doherty (2008). This analysis 
dealt with meaning construction, which is often related to the contexts - the linguistic 
context, the physical context, and the social context. All these contexts were related to 
the participants' understandings, i.e., how participants understood the vignette, how 
they understood their partner's utterances in the discussions and hence how they 
responded to previous utterances. This allowed the researcher to understand how the 
participants conceptualized rape in the social and cultural context. 
Besides, metaphors that were used by the participants were analyzed, as Lakoff 
and Johnson (1980) suggested that our everyday conceptualization is indeed 
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metaphorical and that "metaphors play a central role in defining our everyday 
realities" (as cited in Anderson & Doherty，2008, p. 106). Since metaphors allow a 
speaker to express an abstract idea through another more concrete kind of thing, the 
connection between the two reveals the culture and the shared knowledge of a 
community (Adams, Towns, & Gavey, 1995). How the participants talked about the 
female and male rape incidents metaphorically was studied, and the analysis focused 
on the target domains of the victims, rapists, the incident, and the types of source 
domain employed. It was expected that “the metaphorical frames functions to 
construct the character and the motivation of the alleged victim and rapist, and the 
experience and impact of the male and female rape in different ways" (Anderson & 
Doherty, 2008, p. 106). Therefore in this research, details in reading the transcriptions 
were of utmost importance, and the words, the metaphors used, and the organization 
of the conversation were vital in revealing how the participants made sense of 
themselves, the victims, the perpetrators, the rape incident, and in general their belief 
in gender stereotype and sexuality. 
This study differs from the original study (Anderson & Doherty，2008) in some of 
their analysis methods. In their study, they did not analyze conversational practice as a 
separate aim of their research. However, in my study, it is important to examine how 
participants actively employ different speech pattern to achieve certain purposes. 
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Moreover, in the analysis of female rape, Anderson and Doherty (2008) focused on 
the rape myth the victim is blamed. They looked into how the construction of the 
perpetrator and the victim's social identity could affect the attribution of blame. While 
acknowledge in this study, research regarding that particular rape myth has been 
expanded to encompass the other three rape myths suggested by Burt and Estep 
(1981). 
3.6 Feminist standpoint 
The entire study was analyzed from a feminist standpoint. Harding (1991) 
suggested that in the research process, investigators must always be self-reflective and 
critical of their own experiences, the participants, and the social context. Every 
researcher is examining and analyzing from his or her own standpoint; therefore, no 
research is totally objective. To solve this problem, the inter-relationship among the 
research, the researchers' social experiences, and the researchers' engagement to 
political and social concerns should be taken into account to the research results. 
Harding called this the feminist standpoint. Furthermore, as the name suggests, 
feminist standpoint analyzes any issues from the point of view of women (as well as 
minority, underrepresented, and disadvantaged groups). It strives to see how the 
oppression of women (and these groups) is related to other forms of discrimination 
such as race, sexual orientation, and class. Researchers who adopt a feminist 
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standpoint aim to generate knowledge useful to them. This research maintains a 
feminist standpoint, aiming to see how the cultural, ideological, and social context of 
the researcher and the participants would affect the reading of the data and hence the 
analysis (Anderson & Doherty, 2008). 
3.7 Triangulation 
The technique of "feedback" was used for triangulation, an especially useful 
research method for sociolinguistics. In this study, triangulation involved having the 
participants themselves comment on their prior discussion, enabling them to clarify 
and elaborate freely (i.e., to metadiscourse). This feedback approach allowed the 
researcher to interpret the data from the participants' point of view (Johnstone, 2000). 
Questions that were asked in the triangulation process included the following: 
1 • Were you confused about what you had to discuss? Please be specific, and give 
examples if possible. 
2. Do you want to clarify anything you've said in the discussion? 
3. Did you notice any code-switching pattern — changing your language from 
English to Cantonese or vice versa - of yourself or your partner? 
4. Do you have any further comments about the discussion? 
3. 8 Summary 
This chapter gave a detailed description of the methodology used in the present 
study. This study adopted the vignette method which is a common approach for rape 
perception research. However, different from most rape perception research done in 
the past, this research recorded participants' conversations about rape and analyzed 
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their conversational practices. In addition, metaphors used by the participants were 




Results and discussion: Dyadic differences 
4. 1 Introduction 
This chapter seeks to answer the first research question: how do Hong Kong students 
of mixed- and same-sex dyads talk about rape? It begins with an overview of the rape 
myths, followed by the frequency that each rape myth is mentioned by different pairs of 
participants. Next, how each rape myth is discussed will be examined in relation to 
conversational practices. These results will then be compared to findings in previous 
research. , 
4. 2 Summary of the goal and procedure of the study 
This study aims to examine participants' perception of rape by looking at 
conversations of 48 pairs of students. Participants were randomly assigned to read and 
discuss either a female rape vignette or a male rape vignette. Table 4 shows the number 
of pairs that were assigned to each vignette: 
Table 4 
Distribution of Dyads for each Vignette 
Pair combinations Female rape . Male rape 
M-M 8 8 
M-F 8 8 
F-F 8 8 
Dyads of the study were then asked to read the following vignette: 
A 22-year-old single woman (man) testified in court that she (he) was raped in the 
campus of a middle-sized university where she (he) was attending as a full-time 
student. On the evening of the attack, the woman (man) had taken a short-cut home 
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through the campus after attending a dance class. The alleged rape took place at 
9:30 p.m., when the woman (man) was attacked and dragged away from the main 
path and sexually assaulted. The woman (man) told the court that she (he) was 
aware of a man walking behind her (him) but this had not aroused any suspicion. 
The woman's (man's) screams from the attack were heard by a passer-by who 
chased the attacker away. This passer-by subsequently identified the accused in the 
police line up. 
Afterwards, they had to discuss and "reach a conclusion" (Anderson & Doherty, 2008) 
within approximately 15 minutes. The researcher was absent throughout the discussion, 
but returned afterward to solicit feedback and comments about any additional information 
the students wished to volunteer and to ask students to complete a b r i e f questionnaire. 
4. 3 Overview of rape myths 
Rape myths are attitudes and beliefs that are generally false but are widely and 
persistently held and that serve to deny and justify one 's sexual aggression against 
another. There exist many rape myths in the literature and also in our society. Therefore, 
for this study, I have grouped rape myths into four categories that Burt (1980) suggested: 
1. the victim is lying, 2. the intercourse was consensual, 3. no damage was done to the 
victim, 4. the victim is blamed because she provoked the rape. 
Beside these four rape myths, which are applicable to both female and male rape, 
there are other rape myths that are specific to male victims. Anderson and Doherty (2008) 
have summarized three male rape myths from extant research studies. They are: 1. 
outside of prisons, male rapes are impossible, 2. the rapists and the victims are 
homosexual, 3. the victims are weak. 
The following section will provide a general picture of the frequency that each rape 
myth is mentioned in each dyadic composition (i.e., mixed-sex dyads or same-sex dyads). 
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4.4 Dyadic differences 
The following sections focus on differences among dyads (1) in relation to the 
frequency that different rape myths are mentioned and (2) in light of their conversational 
practices. 
4.4.1 Distribution of rape myths - female rape 
This section considers the differences found across dyads in the discussion of female 
rape. Table 5 shows how often each rape myth was mentioned by different dyads. 
Table 5 • 
Frequency of Rape Myths in the Discussion of Female Rape 
Female Rape myths ^ M-F M-M Total 
1. the victim is lying 3(37.5%) 3(37.5%) 3(37.5%) 9(37.5%) 
2. the intercourse was consensual 0 (0%) 2 (25%) 1(12.5%) 3(12.5%) 
3. no damage was done to the victim 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1(12.5%) 1(4.2%) 
4. the victim is blamed 8(100%) 6 (75%) 7(87.5%) 21(87.5%) 
Total 11(34.4%) 11(34.4%) 12(37.5%) 
In terms of the overall frequency of each rape myth, it can be seen that the rape myth 
the victim is blamed was mentioned most frequently (87.5%), followed by the rape myth 
the victim is lying (37.5%). The rape myths the intercourse was consensual and no 
damage was done to the victim were not mentioned much. Only 12.5% and 4.2% of all 
the dyads mentioned them respectively. 
Looking across the frequency of different dyads, it can be seen that the overall figure 
for each type of dyad (F-F: 34.4%; M-F: 34.4%; M-M: 37.5%) was more or less the same. 
In terms of frequency difference for the first rape myth in particular, we can see that the 
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number of dyads that mentioned it was the same (F-F: 37.5%; M-F: 37.5%; M-M: 37.5). 
For the fourth rape myth, the frequency difference for each type of dyad was small (F-F: 
100%; M-F: 75%; M-M: 87.5). 
For the rape myths the intercourse was consensual and no damage resulted, only a 
few dyads mentioned them. However, there was something special to take notice of. In 
the rape myth the intercourse was consensual, none of the female-female dyads 
mentioned it while the male-male dyads mentioned it once only. The mixed dyads 
mentioned this rape myth twice - once mentioned by a female participant, the other by a 
male participant. On the other hand, for the rape myth no damage was done to the victim, 
only the male-male dyads mentioned it. It suggests that males were more likely to 
consider the alleged rape as consensual and that the victim incurred no damages. Whereas 
females tended to think that the victim would suffer from rape at least to a certain extent. 
From the analysis of the two rape myths - the intercourse was consensual and no 
damage was done to the victim, it was shown that females seemed to express more 
sympathy to the victim. This result agreed with previous literature (Ellis, 0，Sullivan, & 
Sowards, 1992; Fonow, Richardson, & Wemmems，1992; Giacopassi & Dull, 1986; 
Gilmartin-Zena, 1988) which suggested that females would sympathize with the female 
victim more while males would be more likely to blame the victims, as an individual 
tends to blame someone who is dissimilar from himself. Female participants could 
identify with the victim because they are of the same social group (i.e., same gender); 
therefore, they would have more sympathy for the victim. 
However, in terms of frequency, the data showed that the gender of the participants 
and the composition of dyads did not seem to make a significant difference. This result 
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corresponds to several previous studies (Burt & Albin, 1981; Calhoun et al., 1981; Krahe, 
1988; Edmonds, Cahoon, & Shipman，1991; Buddie & Miller, 2001) that reported no 
significant gender differences in the acceptance of rape myths. Further studies have to be 
conducted to look into this contradiction. 
4.4.2 Distribution of rape myths - male rape 
In the discussion of male rape, three more rape myths were included in addition to the 
four listed above. We have called the three additional rape myths "male rape myths" 
because they are specifically related to male victims. The four rape myths listed in the 
previous section are more general and can be found in both male and female rapes. 
For male rape myths, the frequencies were evenly spread among the dyads, shown in 
Table 6. 
Table 6 
Frequency of Male Rape Myths in the Discussion of Male Rape 
Male Rape Myths ^ M-M Total 
1. outside of prisons, male rape is � 
impossible 7 (87.50/0) 7 (87.5%) 6(75%) 20(83.3%) 
2. rapist and victims are " …，� 
homosexuals 6(75%) 6(75%) 7 (87.5%) 19(79.2%) 
3. males victims are weak 4 (50%) 6(75%) 6(75%) 16(66.7%) 
Total 17(70.8%) 19(79.2%) 19(79.2%) 
It should be noted that for the first male rape myth, outside of prisons, male rape is 
impossible, participants did not mention anything about prisons. They simply did not 
acknowledge male rapes. They thought male rape was impossible，and it was hard for 
them to believe such a thing would occur. Their ignorance (and thus their denial) of the 
existence of male rape was counted and attributed to this rape myth. 
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Among these three myths, the frequency dispersion was fairly even. In terms of the 
overall frequency for each myth, it can be seen that the first myth - outside of prisons, 
male rape is impossible was brought up most frequently - 83.3% of all the dyads 
discussed it. The figure for the second myth, rapists and victims are homosexuals, was 
similar: 79.2% of all the dyads talked about it. The last myth, male victims are weak, was 
pointed out by 66.7% of dyads. The overall frequency difference across the dyads was 
small (F-F: 70.8%; M-F: 79.2%; M-M 79.2%). In sum, all three male rape myths were 
mentioned quite frequently by all of the three types of dyads. 
In general, the gender composition of dyads did not affect the male rape myths' 
frequency. This result is consistent with what I found previously for the frequency of rape 
myths mentioned in regard to female rape (see Table 5). 
However, examining the occurrence of the four general rape myths that were mentioned 
in the discussion of male rape, some dyadic differences were found (see Table 7). 
Table 7 
Frequency of Rape Myths in the Discussion of Male Rape 
Rape Myths mentioned in male rapes F-F ^ ^ M-M Total 
1. the victim is lying 3 (37.5%) 3(37.5%) 1(12.5%) 7 (29.2%) 
2. the intercourse was consensual 0 (0%) 1(12.5%) 0 (0%) 1(4.17%) 
3. no damage was done to the victim 0 (0%) 1(12.5%) 0 (0%) 1(4.17%) 
4. the victim is blamed 4 (50%) 3(37.5%) 3(37.5%) 10(41.7%) 
Total 7 (25%) 8(28.1%) 4(12.5%) 
Similar to the results found in terms of female rape, the myths the victim is lying 
(29.2%) and the victim is blamed (41.6%) were mentioned the most times whereas the 
intercourse was consensual (4.17%) and no damage was done to the victim (4.17%) were 
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only mentioned once respectively. It is interesting to note that the participant who 
suggested that the intercourse was consensual was a female, while the one who said that 
no damage is done to the victim was a male. As these two rape myths were rarely brought 
up by dyads regardless if they were talking about female rape or male rape, further 
investigation on these two rape myths are needed. 
For the frequency differences across dyads, on the whole, male-male dyads mentioned 
rape myths the least (12.5%), while 25% of the female-female dyads and 28.1% of 
mixed-sex dyads brought up these rape myths in their discussions. As rape myths are 
actually criticizing the victim and excusing the rapist, the lower frequency of rape myths 
for male same-sex dyads might suggest that males tend to attribute less blame toward 
males. 
The result that male dyads attribute less blame toward male victims contradicts some 
previous research by McCaul et al.，1990; Whatley & Ri^io，1993; Mitchell, Hirschman, 
& Nagayama, 1999, for example; in these studies, males were found to attribute more 
blame to male rape victims. However, the result of my study matches Anderson's (1999), 
which found that “men attributed more characterological blame to the female than to the 
male survivor" (p. 377). That is to say, males direct less blame toward male victims. For 
female rapes, we expect males to adhere to rape myths more because they are a different 
social group from the victims; therefore, they can hardly identify with the victim's feeling, 
and they would show less sympathy. By the same token, for male rape, it is expected that 
females accept the rape myths more than males. 
However, the results of my study are interesting. For female rapes, the frequencies of 
the overall rape myths did not differ with respect to gender. On the contrary, for male 
‘ 70 
rape, females' acceptance of rape myths was significantly more than that of males. As 
mentioned earlier, research (Shaver, 1970; Giacopassi & Dull，1986; Gilmartin-Zena, 
1988;Ellis, O'Sullivan, & Sowards, 1992; Fonow, Richardson, & Wemmerus，1992) 
suggested that a person would identify with another person from the same social category. 
In this case, the male dyads identified themselves with the victim portrayed, and they 
took the male rape case more personally. In contrast, females discussed the male rape 
case from a distant point of view; therefore, they showed less sympathy for the male 
victim. Table 8 presents a comparison of the frequency of the general rape myths 
between the female and male rape. 
Table 8 Comparison of the Frequency of Rape Myths in the Discussion of Female and Male rapes 
Rape type 
F M F M F M F M 
Rape myths p-F F-F M-F M-F M-M M-M Total Total 
1. victim is 37 5o/„ ^1.5% 37.5% 37.5% 37.5% 12.5% 37 .5% 2 9 . 2 % 
lying 
2. the 




damage 0% 0% 0% 12.5% 12.5% 0% 4.2% 4 . 1 7 % 
resulted 
4. the victim 川。％ 50% 75% 37.50% 87.5% 37.5% 87.5% 4 1 . 7 % 
is blamed 
Total 34.4% 25% 34.4% 28.1% 37.5% 12.5% 
Note. F= female rape vignet te ; M = male rape vignette; F -F= f e m a l e - f e m a l e dyad ； M - F = male-
female dyad ； M - M = male -ma le dyad 
From the comparison of the first three rape myths, the figures between female and 
male rape for female-female dyads and mixed-sex dyads were similar. However, for 
male-male dyads, the percentage of frequency of rape myths in the discussion of male 
rape was always less than the discussion of the female rape. In addition, the difference in 
frequency for the rape myth the victim is blamed is noteworthy in that this rape myth was 
‘ 71 
much less frequently mentioned in discussion about male rape; in fact, the total frequency 
of this rape myth for talk about female rape was 87.5%, while for male rape, it was only 
41.7%. The data showed that participants attributed less blame to victims in male rape. 
This result actually corresponds with Anderson and Doherty's (2008) findings. They 
found that, in talking about male rapes, male victims are subjected to less blame. Perhaps 
female rape happens or is reported so much more frequently that people have become 
numb or less sensitive to its violent and cruel nature, and they have already taken female 
rapes for granted (McCaul et al., 1990; Schneider, Soh-Chiew Ee, & Aronson 1994; 
Perrott & Webber, 1996; Anderson, 1999). Griffin (1977) has suggested that there is a 
constant fear of rape for females. Females are already socialized to expect rapes at night 
in public places. Therefore, if a female is raped, she would receive more blame as she 
failed to prevent something that might happen. Rape is just a consequence of her own 
carelessness. On the contrary, the public space is safe for'males. They are not expected to 
be as wary or fearful of their surroundings and the possibility of some sort of sexual 
violation. Therefore, when rape happens to a male, people blame him less severely than a 
female counterpart. Lastly, another reason could probably be that females are always 
expected to be the ones to "manage" male's sexuality (Griffin, 1971; Riger & Gordon， 
1981), which is thought to be uncontrollable once aroused. Failing to do so leads to rape, 
thus a female victim may be blamed for her failure to control the man's sexual urges. In 
this regard, females receive more blame than males. 
In the following, I will explain the differences in frequencies in light of gender 
differences in conversational practice. 
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4.4.3 Conversational practice 
Researchers have suggested that men and women speak differently. However, Rodino 
(1997) argued that such difference is based on the assumption that gender is formed 
before the conversation takes place. Deborah Cameron (1998) says that to claim men and 
women speak differently due their gender is to fall in the trap of gender stereotyping. She 
proposes that males and females do not speak differently because of their own gender -
they choose to speak differently in different situations for different purposes; in other 
words, language is a means through which individuals perform their gender identity; this 
is the view that I will adopt in my analysis. In this view, gender is not a binary concept; 
rather, it is a performance (i.e., "doing gender," Butler, 1990, p. 33) that people 
continually construct and shape. 
In the following part, I will analyze the conversations of different dyads. How male 
and female participants talk and why they talk in such a style are noted. 
4.4.3.1 Who dominates the floor? 
In this study, there are three different types of dyad combinations: (1) female-female, 
(2) male-female, and (3) male-male. It is expected that males would dominate the floor in 
mixed-sex dyads; however, the data showed that both males and females had the chance 
to dominate the floor depending on the situation. The following will provide details of the 
data. 
In Example 1, the mixed-sex dyad was talking about the rape myth the intercourse was 
consensual. 
Example 1 MFF4 
1 M: No if sexually assault then even if you just touch her you can simply take her 
cloth and get the finger print 
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2 F: Urn 
3 M: And also the girl when she resists or struggles, assuming that she has punched 
the man, then in the nail of the female perhaps can get the DNA of the attacker/ 
these can all be evidence. 
4 F: Hm 
5 M: So I think the passerby is just chasing the attacker away, he's very good and 
brave. Some people may just call the police, but this man chased him after. This 
kind of action is not encouraged I think. 
6 F: Sexual assault can be what? 
7 M: What? 
8 F: Can imprison him? 
9 M: Yes depending on the degree, if that assault is serious. 
The male participant doubted if the intercourse was consensual, suggesting that, if the 
DNA of the rapist was left on the victim, then it could be proof of rape. In response, the 
female just provided minimal responses such as "urn" (turn 2) and "hm" (turn 4). Then 
the maie continued to talk. From this example, it can be seen that the male dominated the 
talk for most of the time. The female took a passive yet encouraging role, supporting and 
agreeing with the male speaker. In this particular extract,.the male talked in a traditionally 
masculine way, and the female talked in a traditionally feminine way. 
However, for the following pair, the speakers did not behave in the way conventional 
gender talk has been described. In Example 2，the female participant associated the 
vignette with a local news report, leading her to talk about the rape in the Yoshinoya 
restaurant; she noted that restaurant girl in the Hong Kong case might have consented to 
intercourse instead because the victim was receiving "punishment" by the alleged rapist 
whom she was playing a truth or dare game with. 
Example 2 MFM5 
1 M: Actually I didn't really read about the news of Yoshinoya restaurant. 
2 F: Orh/ an underage girl is it? 
3 M: Is it a worker there? 
4 F: All three of them are workers. They were playing truth or dare. 
5 M: And they were being taped by someone 
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6 F: No, they taped it themselves/ and then after the girl played the game she suddenly 
said she is not willing to play the game actually and so it becomes like that/ so 
maybe this case is like this too 
7 M: Haha this case is like this too/ so it means he's playing truth or dare 
In this example, the female actually had longer turns than the male and was slightly 
dominating the floor. This conversation pattern was due to the fact that she was the one 
who was knowledgeable about the Yoshinoya rape case, and so she took the lead in 
conversation because she was explaining the situation to the male. In this case, we can 
see how she became dominant in the discussion because she has to present her knowledge 
concerning the topic discussed. 
The following shows a long example, in which one can see the male at first dominated 
the discussion, but then, as their discussion developed, the female became the one who 
dominated the discussion. 
Example 3 MFM1 
1 M: I don't know what conclusion to reach. Actually when I first read it I think it's 
very funny, because that is a male. Then also I have taken a course about police 
line up, that course told me that the suspect identified in the police line up are 
most probably wrong. 
2 F: Umm? That means we should not trust it 
3 M: No, I mean the court has a great discretion on this kind of evidence and also the 
court would remind the jury to be caution of this because even if the passerby is 
very genuine, very honest, he can still be wrong. I mean he can recognize the 
rapist wrongly, especially that it 9:30 p.m. 
4 F: Very dark he cannot really see 
5 M: Yea, and also it's only after hearing the scream that he chased after the attacker. 
So I highly doubt if this thing actually happens. Because that passerby can 
recognize the attacker wrongly, if he has recognized wrongly, then the only 
evidence is this man 
6 F: Do you think they have examine= 
7 M: =I don't think so. It doesn't mention how do we know 
8 F: No if that is not a strong evidence then the result of the body examination is 
stronger. 
9 M: Well yes. but DNA can also be wrong. 
10 F: This can be wrong too? 
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11 M: Yea the course has also said so/ yea, what do you want to discuss? 
12 M: Even though being raped is really pathetic, but I think he's just making 
something up. Because I feel that way. What do you think? 
13 F: Why do you think he's making this up? What makes you think this way? 
14 M: Because no one sees that except the victim. 
15 F: But usually rape is not seen by others if it's seen then it would not happen. 
16 M: Yes. So I think. Ok I rephrase it I think with logical evidence that this thing 
didn't happen. Do you agree? 
17 F: with logical evidence that this thing didn't happen? 
18 M: I mean logically = 
19 F: = but you still didn't say what support what you think. You just said no one 
sees it. 
20 M: So every time you read a piece of news you believe that the rapist has raped the 
victim? Maybe there's consent between them. 
21 F: Yes. I think I will believe if it says rape because I think this is a very serious 
prosecution and I think a normal person would not make such a prosecution. 
22 M: I think they would. Just like the one of the Japanese fast food chain store. I 
think if the video was not uploaded then I don't think the girl would have 
accused him of rape. It's only after the upload that she accused the 3 men. 
23 F: I think whether she accused them or not depends on whether or not she wants to 
disclose this incident. And also: 
24 M: = so you mean since it's disclosed so she says he rapes her. 
25 F: No I mean since it's publicized already, she would not have any loss anymore. I 
mean originally she didn't accuse them, so then this thing will be only kept to 
herself, she would be the only one who is unhappy. But now everyone knows it 
so she didn't have that concern now. Therefore her incentive to accuse them is 
higher. 
At the beginning, the male showed off what he knew about a police line-up. His 
discourse style was a classic example of how males are often reported to behave in mixed 
sex talk: they interrupt, control the topics, and are "teachy." He first introduced the topic 
in turn 1: "the suspect identified in police line-up are probably wrong." Then he took two 
long turns in turns 3 and 5，teaching the female participant what he has learned about the 
police line-up. In turn 7，the male participant interrupted the female's utterance “do you 
think they have examined." So in this example, it can be seen that the male participant 
not only initiated the topic, he dominated the floor by having a long speech in each of his 
turns. Moreover, he acted and talked knowledgably as if the female were his student. 
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However, as the discussion continued, the female took a more aggressive role and was 
arguing with the male participant (starting from turn 13). 
Previously the female participant was more submissive and did not talk much. Yet, she 
became more aggressive when they had an argument over whether or not the male victim 
was lying. The male believed that the victim lied while the female did not. Then, it led to 
the discussion about the Yoshinoya restaurant female rape case. 
At the beginning of this example, they were talking in a fairly equal amount of time and 
length. But then in turn 19, the female speaker interrupted the male's speech, saying how 
ridiculous what he was saying was. Then, in turn 24, the male interrupted the female, 
causing her to reply with a straight "no" and a long explanation in turn 25. The female 
participant's interruption and the direct disapproval are not typical of a female's speech. 1 
suggest that the female speaker was conscious of the way she talked in this situation, and 
she purposely became uncooperative and rude because she strongly disagreed with what 
the male speaker said. 
This result actually agrees with what Fisher (1983) found. He suggested that whether 
the interactional context is competitive or cooperative has greater influence to the 
communicative behaviors of dyads than the sexual composition. In Example 3, the whole 
context changed from a cooperative discussion (turns 1-11) to a competitive discussion 
(turns 12-24). The female participant did not agree with the male speaker anymore in the 
competitive context; therefore, she refuted his claims as she could no longer tolerate what 
her partner said. That is why she behaved less politely and more "male-like." 
In Example 1, it can be seen that it is not because the speaker is a male that he 
dominated the talk or had longer time per turn. It is only because he had knowledge about 
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a particular topic that he held the floor and did most of the talking. Likewise, in Example 
2, the female had knowledge of the Yoshinoya restaurant case. Therefore, she took the 
lead and was holding the floor. It showed that the one who knew more (and hence had 
more power) displayed speech patterns that can be categorized as a male's speech. Then, 
in Example 3, the same female can be both submissive and dominant of the discussion, 
depending on the context. Thus, males and females present different speech patterns 
according to different contexts and situations. This may explain why the frequency of 
rape myths did not differ between dyads. 
The data showed that what leads to gender differences in speech is not because of the 
gender of the speaker, it is more likely because of the situations. This result actually 
matches the study of Fisher (1983) and Freed and Greenwood (1996). Fisher (1983) 
suggested that the sexual composition of dyads have no effects on the communicative 
style; rather, it is the orientation of the talk (i.e., cooperative or competitive) that plays a 
role in affecting the communicative style of people. Freed and Greenwood (1996) 
supported this view. In their study of same- and mixed-sex dyads, they found that there 
were no significant differences between the speech pattern and the gender of the 
participants. All the dyads, regardless of the sexual composition, would use what 
traditionally conceive as features of female speech. Therefore, they suggested that the 
features of speech were related to the situations and the gender of the participants or 
dyads sexual composition were irrelevant. Aries (1998) also agreed that sex is not a 
major determinant for the differences in speech; the familiarity and the status difference 
between the speaker and the audience also play a role. Since participants in this study 
were all friends and students, they should have equal social status. Therefore, their 
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differences in speech depends more on other factors such as the knowledge of speakers 
(resulting in cooperative or competitive speech practices) in the development of the 
discussion. 
4.4.3.2 Male rapes: Males change topic frequently and have long pauses because 
they are uncomfortable 
For exchanges about male rapes, the rape myth the victim is lying was mentioned 
comparatively less in male dyads. Therefore, this section sets forth to explain this 
phenomenon by looking at participants' speech patterns. 
The following is an example of a male-male pair (Example 4). One of the speakers 
mentioned the rape myth the victim is lying. 
Example 4 MMM3 
1 Ml: Perhaps fake/ if a man is being attacked, as he was screaming, there should be 
more people who heard his screams. And also there is one person only, how 
can he recognize his face 
2 M2: No/ it's the passer-by who recognized him 
3 Ml: It's possible that this man and the passer-by conspire together to do the 
attacker injustice 
4 M2: Ha it does make sense though 
5 Ml: Yes 
6 M2: But it 's not reasonable since there's not any advantages 
Ml brought up the topic the victim is lying in turn 3. M2 then agreed in turn 4, but he 
quickly dismissed the possibility in turn 6. This pair of male participants quickly changed 
the topic. Tannen (1994) has found that males tend to discuss more topics than females 
do, but in less depth. When males talk in greater length, there are signs of discomfort in 
males. What we have found seems to confirm what Tannen has said. Yet, I propose 
another reason for the short duration of the topic: it seems that males simply felt 
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uncomfortable blaming another male for causing rape himself; therefore, they wanted to 
change the topic abruptly. 
According to Pilkington (1998), males' discourse is often filled with pauses and 
silence. The following extract featuring two males talking about male rape contain so 
many pauses and so much “dead air" to the extent that one can say that they uttered some 
words in a long stretch of silence instead. To show the pause length，I deliberately have 
noted the time of each pause in parenthesis in Example 5. 
Example 5 MMMl 
1 M l : That's it (3s) there's once a Mainland Chinese in a car or a vans or a tourist bus 
anyway/ there's a man in that vehicle raped a woman and the other passengers just 
ignore it (6s) HK is much more peaceful (10s) 
2 M 2: The security at school would be better than outside , 
3 M 1: At school/ actually not really at school there aren't many security guards (2s) 
youngsters are stronger and can beat you up easier 
4 M 2: At night CU has less people (Is) anyone can get into CU from the KCR no security 
guards there(Is) 
5 M l : There's a group of people outside the KCR station all the time (Is) feel safer (2s) 
6 M 2: But in university although it's a public space the awareness would be lower (3s) 
7 M l : actually there're some security guards but you never know where they are and when 
they'll appear(2s) 
8 M 2: At the main entrance there's someone guarding the gate (2s) that's a security guard, 
is it? ‘ 
9 M l : And CU has the Security Unit that's if you have any accident in CU you better call 
them/ they know the places in CU it's better than calling the police since they'll get 
lose= 
10 M 2: =So what's the phone number of the Security Unit 
This example is a very interesting one. The two participants were discussing the 
security at CUHK - their own campus. They were suggesting that the male victim in the 
vignette may have a lower sense of danger inside a campus. Although they suggested that 
the awareness of danger may be low for this victim, they did not blame the victim; 
instead, they blamed the school for its lack of security. It seems that they were trying to 
avoid holding the victim responsible in this case. 
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In the whole discussion that stretched for 10 minutes, the pauses occupied nearly four 
minutes. In addition, the participants had only 27 turns. However, when the two males 
were actually discussing, their pauses in between turns were longer than usual, too. On 
average, the pauses in between turn were about one second to two seconds. Moreover, in 
turn 1, after Ml narrated an event that he knew about rape, there were no responses from 
M2. Therefore, after about six seconds, he gave a response to himself. 
In turn 8，M2 was stating that there were some security guards around the main 
entrance of the university, yet no responses were given from Ml after two seconds; 
therefore, M2, used a tag question "is it?" to elicit a response from M2. 
It was rare for this pair of male participants to converse without pauses between turns. 
The only time they did was in turn 10，when M2 asked Ml about the phone number of 
the security unit of the campus. As Ml had suggested in turn 9 that the security unit was 
more useful than police on campus, M2 perhaps was really interested in the topic and 
therefore responded faster. The response might indicate that he was anxious about male 
rape and therefore was eager to know about the security unit number. 
The exceptionally long silence in between their turns was an extreme example of what 
has been called a masculine style. But I propose that it was not so much a male style of 
speaking; instead, I think it would be more convincing to suggest that the male dyad was 
basically uncomfortable talking about male rape. Also, it was suggested that men are less 
expressive in front of another male because of the fear to be identified as vulnerable, 
feminine, or even gay (Aries, 1987; Lewis, 1978; Sattel, 1983; Winstead, 1986). 
Therefore, it could be that the participants were afraid of being seen as weak, so they 
withheld their feelings. In the earlier analysis of rape myth frequency of the male-male 
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dyads in female rape and male rape, it can be seen that the rape myth frequency for male 
rape was always lower than fema/e rape. I suggested that males could easily identify with 
the male victims, and thus they would talk less about rape myths in their discussions. 
This dyad confirmed this idea. Since the male-male dyad was feeling uncomfortable 
when talking about male rape, they avoided the topic and hence the number of rape myths 
was fewer. 
4.4.3.3 The effect of the research context 
Labov (1997) stated the Observer's Paradox is the effect in which the presence of the 
researcher would affect the speech pattern of the participants. To minimize the effect, in 
this study, the researcher was absent throughout, with only the camera and the audio 
equipment left in the room. However, the presence of the camera still seemed to affect 
the participants' performance to a certain extent. 
In the Example 6，the dyad was discussing if the male rapist and the male victim were 
gay, then there was a possibility that the alleged rape was consensual. 
Example 6 MMM5 
1 M2: HK is not so open that = 
2 Ml : =Maybe they have sexual contacts but they usually won't rape each others 
3 1VI2: Yea yea 
4 Ml: They just go to the gay bars . 
5 M2: Or in the hotels and fuck 
6 Ml : Haha 
In their discussion, M2 said "fuck" (turn 5) to mean having sexual intercourse. 
Although the word/wcA: was not used for scolding anyone, after M2 said the word, Ml 
quickly glanced at the camera and laughed. This gesture could indicate that Ml was 
aware that they were doing a research experiment and was embarrassed to hear M2 
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saying a foul word. Therefore, participants in this study might have censored their 
language use in order to give a good impression to the researcher. 
4.5 Summary 
In this chapter, it was found that, for the discussion of female rape, in terms of 
frequency of rape myths, there were not great differences between same- and mixed-sex 
dyads. The victim is blamed was the most mentioned rape myth for all the dyads in the 
discussion of female rape. 
For the conversations on male rape, there were two parts. One part was to see the 
differences between frequencies for male rape myths while the other part was to the 
frequency difference oigeneral rape myths. For male rape myths, there was not much 
difference among dyads in terms of frequency. On the other hand, for general rape myths, 
male-male dyads blamed the male victim much less compared to female-female dyads 
and mixed-sex dyads. 
When the frequency of general rape myths of the discussion of male rape was 
compared to that oifemale rape, it was found that all the dyad combinations attributed 
fewer rape myths to male victims. This phenomenon was explained in light of Susan 
Griffin's (1971) notion that the public space is perceived as dangerous for females; 
therefore, females are always expected to be conscious of the potential danger 
surrounding them. 
With regard to conversational practice, in mixed-sex dyads, it was not necessary that 
the males dominated the floor; in contrast, the conversational lead resulting in dominance 
depended on the prior knowledge of participants about the topic. Moreover, it was found 
that some male-male dyads had atypical long pauses between turns, which might indicate 
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that they felt uncomfortable in talking about male rape. Lastly, the effect of the research 
context to the speech pattern of the participants was mentioned. It was suggested that the 
research setting might have made participants more self-conscious, causing them to self-
censor certain words (i.e., taboo or foul language) in their speech. 
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Chapter 5 
Results and discussion: Female rape talk 
5.1 Introduction 
Chapters 5 and 6 answer the second research question: how are rape myths 
constructed through conversations of dyads about female and male rape? This chapter 
will only focus on the discussion of female rape while the next chapter will focus on 
participants' talk about male rape. 
5.2 Rape myths in detail 
111 this study, rape myths are defined as attitudes and beliefs that are generally false 
but are widely and persistently held and that serve to deny and justify one 's sexual 
aggression against another. There is a variety of different examples of rape myths 
mentioned in the literature. However, Burt and Estep’s (1981) categorization of rape 
myths has been chosen because of its comprehensiveness. They have suggested that rape 
myths can be classified as follows: 
1. The victim is lying; 
2. The intercourse was consensual; 
3. No damage was done to the victim; 
4. The victim is blamed. 
In this study, female rape will be discussed in respect to the above four rape myths. 
Nonetheless, Lonsway and Fitzgerald (1994) suggested that although Burt's (1980) 
analysis of rape myths was the most comprehensive, there was still a general lack of 
agreement on what each rape myth was about. Each rape myth is different from the other; 
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however, they do have some overlap. Therefore, in this discussion, some of the data can 
suggest more than one particular rape myth. 
5.2.1 Rape myth 1: The victim is lying 
The rape myth, the victim is lying, encompasses a group of associated beliefs or 
assumptions that share the central meaning: no rape has happened at all - it is just a lie 
(Burt, 1991). Specifically, there are four associated beliefs that fit within this first rape 
myth: (1) women are evil; (2) women take pride of their sexual appeal; (3) rape an easy 
accusation to make; and (4) rape is a shame and should be concealed from others. 
In their research, Burt and Estep (1981) suggested there are two cultural assumptions 
about women that promote some of these associated ideas regarding female rape. They 
are (1) women are "vindictive and malicious, sly and manipulating" (p. 20) and (2) 
women love to fantasize about rape. According to Burt and Estep (1981), since women 
are perceived as ill-willed, there is a conception that they lie about having been raped 
because they want to get back at their ex-boyfriends or ex-husbands, or they want to 
cover up something that they have done wrong (e.g., consensual sexual intercourse 
outside of a relationship). Ironically, women may also lie, saying they have not been 
raped, to avoid being shamed by others or feeling shame and guilt. Women are believed 
to fantasize about rape because they are "sex-starved" and they want to "convince 
themselves that they are desirable" (Burt, 1991, p. 28). 
The following will present the details found in participants' conversations about 
female rape. 
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5.2.1.1 Women are evil 
From the data collected, it was found that this rape myth - the victim is lying is 
prevalent. Here are four conversational examples in which speakers discuss the veracity 
of the female victim in the vignette. 
Example 7 MFF5 
1 M: Or someone is lying? Is ihtfemale victim lyingl She is covering something up. 
2 F: The evidence mentioned here is a bit blurry/ therefore so far we have 
discovered these problems. 
3 M: Urn/ at the same time, would it be that the female is actually hiding something. 
4 F: It's possible. 
5 M: And it requires = 
6 F: = perhaps the victim and the passerby conspire. 
7 M: Ah ha. 
In Example 7，the speakers felt that the female was lying (turn 1) and was hiding some 
secrets (turns 1 & 3). In order to make sense of the incident, they even thought the victim 
conspired with the passerby (turn 6). 
In Example 8，the pair conjured up a notion that the attacker and the victim knew 
each other. 
Example 8 MFF2 
1 F: A possibility is that, I think this female is a friend of the passerby. They're 
dating，and this attacker is the ex-boyfriend of the girl. So they accuse him 
falsely, . 
2 M: haha '' 
3 F: Send him to jail. 
4 M: Perhaps there is hatred among them. 
The participants imagined that the female victim and the passerby were dating (turn 1)， 
and the attacker was the ex-boyfriend of the victim (turn 1). Thus, the female and the 
passerby accused the attacker falsely for revenge. 
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In Example 9, the participants were discussing if what the victim said could be trusted. 
Example 9 FFF5 
1 F 1: Yea/ let's guess if what the woman said is true or not I 
2 F 2- It must be true because there's a passerby. 
3 F 1- But the passerby may be of the same party as the victim for conspiracy. 
4 F2: I don't think so/ why would he accuse someone falsely out of no purposes/ 
why do you have to doubt that she has lied. 
5 F l : Or perhaps the man stalked her all the time. Let put it t一his way, the man likes 
the woman and the woman knows that he likes her so 二 
6 F 2: = you think too much. 
7 F 1: Yea I'm imagining/ then she accused him falsely. 
Similar to Example 8，the speakers made up the background information about the 
relationship between the female victim and the at tacker-the victim disliked the male 
attacker, who was her admirer, and therefore she accused him falsely (turns 5-7). 
The same thing happened in Example 10: the participants had doubts about the 
victim's having been raped. 
Example 10 MMF9 
1 M2: Do you think it's possible that the female liesl 
2 Ml: What? , . , 
3 M2: The female lies, giving a false testimony,协 falsely accuse someone she knows. 
4 Ml: But the passerby... 
5 M2: They conspire. , , . 
6 Ml: They match their testimony/ it's possible, if she has to do so. There re only 3 
people. 
7 M2: But there is not any evidence. . 
8 Ml: So it's still possible to falsely accuse? I think the police will investigate the 
relationship between the attacker and the victim. 
9 M2: But we normally believe that she's telling the truth. 
In this example, the speakers argued whether or not the victim lied (turns 1-3), and if 
so, how the victim lied (turn 4-6). Yet, they came to the conclusion that usually people 
would tell the truth, abolishing the notion that the victim lied. 
In these examples, the participants were trying to make sense of the event by 
attributing reasons as to why the depicted rape occurred. The four examples above 
revealed that the rape myth — the victim is lying - was common. The speakers tended to 
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think that the female victim was the one who had evil motives; ironically, the attacker 
was seen as a victim who was being falsely accused. In this sense, the roles of 
perpetrator and victim were reversed. 
5.2.1.2 Women take pride of their sex appeal 
Another reason that people think the victim lies about rape may be due to the 
cultural belief that females fantasize about rape. They lie about rape because they want to 
prove their sexual attractiveness, for example, "a man rapes me because I am so 
irresistible." This can be illustrated in Example 11: 
Example 11 FFF5 
1 F 2: Or would it be that the man only wanted to rob her but the woman accused him 
of rape/ something like this happened before in my building/ there's a woman, 
she was indecently assaulted at the back door stair case. Then later my 
Filipinos maid told me that her friend knew that attacker and he just wanted to 
rob the woman but not indecently assaulted her 
2 F 1: He takes advantage of the opportunity 
3 F 2: But perhaps the woman misunderstood, or you know some women think that if 
I'm robbed but not being assaulted indecently then it's a lose of face 
4 F 1: "if I'm robbed but not being assaulted indecently then it's a lose of face" 
hahaha 
5 F 2: But you know any normal people would do that too. You've robbed her 
already, why not take some advantages from her as well? 
6 F 1: Haha 
In this example, one of the participants mentioned a sexual assault case that 
happened in her neighborhood (turn 1). The attacker in that case actually only intended to 
rob her. However, there had been a rumor that the woman was sexually assaulted. 
Participant F2 suggested that the woman either misunderstood the intention or lied in 
order to save face (turn 3)，as some people would consider it almost an "oversight" if a 
woman were robbed but not sexually assaulted. The implication seemed to be that the 
woman was not attractive or sexually appealing enough for the.robber to consider raping 
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her, suggesting that the Participant F2 perceived sexual attractiveness to be a factor in 
sexual assault. In other words, if a woman was only robbed and not raped, she must have 
been ugly or undesirable, 
5.2.1.3 Rape is an easy accusation to make 
In Example 12, the male participant had the perception that most of the rape cases 
in the news were made up in the sense that the attacker was falsely accused for rape. 
Example 12 MFF2 
1 M: But it seems that I always hear in the news that females accused males falsely for 
rapes 
2 F: Really? 
3 M: Yea, the news always say so 
4 F: I don't know, perhaps males would notice that? 
5 M: Is it gender related? 
6 F: Yes/ usually the ending is left unsettled in the news/ Maybe if indeed there are a 
lot of people who did that, then people think it's not problematic. Therefore they 
will accuse people falsely 
7 M: Actually rape cases are always advantageous to the female 
8 F: Umm yea 
The male speaker did not explain further why he had such a perception. Then the female 
participant asserted that if in many rape cases the victim accused the attacker wrongly, 
then the victims may find it okay to do the same thing (turn 6). In reply, the male speaker 
suggested that "rape cases are always advantageous to the female" (turn 7). The female 
participant acceded with this belief (turn 8). 
The participants considered rape an easy accusation to make, as they thought that even 
the jury, as well as lawyers, would usually stand by the victim, and indeed, there were 
judges who shared the same perception. This kind of stance can be traced back to 18出 
century Britain, when Judge Lord Hale said: "A rape accusation is easily made, and, once 
made, is difficult to defend against, even if the accused person is innocent" (Burt, 1998，p. 
132). If even judges and juries accept this rape myth, then it is actually putting victims at 
‘ 90 
a disadvantage, for it is not easy for rape victims to endure the hardship and personal 
trauma required in the legal prosecution of a rape case. 
Example 13 presents an excerpt in which one participant agreed with this rape myth 
while the other rejected it. The male considered rape an easily made accusation while the 
female thought that a victim is often ashamed of being raped, and she would rather hide it 
than publicly speak about it. 
Example 13 MFMl 
1 M: So every time you read a piece of news you believe that the rapist has raped the 
victim? Maybe there's consent between them. 
2 F: Yes. I think I will believe if it says rape because I think this is a very serious 
prosecution and I think a normal person would not make such a prosecution. 
3 M: I think they would. Just like the one of the Japanese fast food chain store. I 
think if the video was not uploaded then I don't think the girl would have 
accused him of rape. It's only after the upload that she accused the three men. 
4 F: I think whether she accused them or not depends on whether or not she wants 
to disclose this incident. And aIso= 
5 M: = so you mean since it's disclosed so she says he rapes her. 
6 F: No I mean since it 's publicized already, she would not have any loss anymore. I 
mean originally she didn't accuse them, so then this thing will be only kept to 
herself, she would be the only one who is unhappy. But now everyone knows it 
奶—didn't have that concern now. Therefore her incentive to accuse them is 
higher. 
7 M: But I think that man is not raping her 
8 F: Why? 
9 M: I think there's consent. I don't know. I think it really depends on the jury. And 
they usually have pity for that girl. 
10 F: That's true. Why would a girl malign someone suddenly? Unless she is really 
cheap 
11 M: I don't think it is only female, male can do such kind of thing too. Males can be 
very cheap too. 
12 F: Then you really have to be very cheap in order to do such thing. This is a really 
serious prosecution. Also, he/she has to face the public when he/she prosecutes. 
^卯—nk it 's a very good thing to do?(你覺得係一件好光彩的事咩？) 
In this example, in which the participants were actually discussing for the vignette 
about male rape, mentioned the well-known female rape case in Hong Kong: the 
Japanese fast food chain restaurant Yoshinoya rape case (turn 3). In this case, a female 
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worker at the restaurant was raped by a male colleague. Two other Yoshinoya workers 
stood and videotaped the whole incident. The video clip was widely spread and was 
uploaded to YouTube. After the video went public, the police arrested the alleged rapist 
and the other two workers. 
The male speaker and the female speaker were arguing if a victim would accuse the 
attacker wrongly. The male thought that there was a high possibility for the victim to do 
such thing, but the female speaker insisted firmly that it was a serious prosecution and a 
normal person would not do that (turn 2). He then attempted to persuade her with the 
Yoshinoya rape case (turn 3). He thought that the female victim actually had consensual 
sex with the male attacker; however, as the whole sex video was uploaded and was made 
public, she then accused him of rape (turns 3 & 6). On the contrary, the female strongly 
disagreed with this, and she suggested that it was exactly because the rape was made 
public that the victim had no further worries; therefore, she made the accusation (turn 6). 
The male speaker was not convinced, and he still thought that there was consent between 
the victim and the attacker in Yoshinoya case (turn 9). He tended to believe that the 
victim lied about being raped. While the female stressed that it was difficult for the 
victim to face the public when she made the accusation (turn 12). 
In this example, it seems that the female rejected the rape myth the victim is lying 
while the male adhered strongly to this rape myth. The male not only believed that rape is 
an accusation that can be easily claimed, he thought that the jury would have pity on the 
victims (turn 9). Of course, the fact that the male speaker thought that there was consent 
in the Yoshinoya case may be because the female victim and the attacker knew each 
other, and the female actually had affection for the male. Therefore, the possibility of the 
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victim having consented to the intercourse was higher; it was not rape at all. He treated 
declaring rape as having no consequences and no burden at all. He neglected the pressure 
and the criticism that society gives to anyone claiming rape. Or, perhaps he did not 
realize the pressure is so intense. 
5.2.1.4 Rape is a shame and should be concealed from everyone 
After the argument noted in Example 13，the female speaker was still not 
convinced that the victim lied. She actually suggested that it was never easy for victims to 
make the accusation, noting that victims feel ashamed to let others know about having 
been raped. Example 14 illustrates this point more clearly. 
Example 14 FFF6 ‘ 
1 F 2: Then that girl is very poor, everyone knows about it. 
2 F 1: I think she should be protected. Don't mention the name or the face. 
In this example, F2 expressed her sympathy towards the victim because she felt that 
the victim was very poor, as "everyone knows about it" (turn 1). F1 suggested that the 
identity of the victim should be protected (turn 2). Her comment implied that they 
thought a victim would not like to be identified or the incident to be disclosed. That is, 
the victim would avoid talking about the sexual assault experience as much as possible. 
In Example 15, the participants were trying to suggest the various possible 
consequences that the victim would have to deal with. 
Example 15 MFF4 
1 M: I think after the rape, the victim will have a shadow towards the opposite sex. 
Perhaps she may not even want to try sex. Later when she meets her boyfriend 
and when her boyfriend needs it, she may feel really helpless 
2 F: Perhaps that girl will not tell other people 
The male participant suggested that the victim would possibly be afraid of having 
sex in the future, and that she would feel anxious and worried if her future partner asked 
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for sex (turn 1). Then in response, the female participant suggested that the victim "will 
not tell other people" (turn 2) about the rape, implying that the victim would not even tell 
her intimate partner about the rape. 
These participants sympathized with the victims. They thought the victim should 
be ashamed of the rape, and they would avoid talking about it as much as possible. This 
view was opposite to the idea that a victim lied about rape, which implied that the victim 
would talk about the rape experience widely in order to falsely accuse the rapist or to gain 
reaffirmation about her own sexual attractiveness. 
5.2.1.5 Discussion 
The data showed that some participants considered women as evil and thus would 
lie about being raped. Although the vignette provided did not mention the background of 
the victim, participants still construed her as an evil woman. They created background 
information for the rapist and victim - that they knew each other, or they were even ex-
boyfriend/girlfriend. By building up such a context, the rape myth the victim is lying 
became logical and reasonable. 
Also, some dyads thought claiming rape was easy, and some of them even thought 
that women take pride of being sexually assaulted because this is a sign of their physical 
attractiveness. This result very much accorded with Burt and Estep (1981) categorization 
of rape myths. 
It is ironic that, despite research indicating that a high rate of rape victims suffer 
from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (Davis & Breslau，1994; Isely & Gehrenbeck-Shim， 
1997), only a handful of participants were sympathetic to the victims. Only a few 
participants considered rape as a nightmare experience, so traumatic that victims would 
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be afraid to tell anyone about it. This idea of victims' self-censoring or refusing to self-
disclose actually contradicts the belief that the victims lie — since if you lie, you would be 
telling everyone about the rape. This finding is similar to what Buddies and Miller (2001) 
found. Buddies and Miller (2001) proposed two reasons for this paradox - the 
coexistence of these two contradictory thoughts. The first is that it is simply possible for 
an individual to believe in two contradictory beliefs at the same time. The second is that a 
raped woman is expected to behave emotionally; otherwise, she would appear to be less 
credible (Krulewitz, 1982). In other words, if a raped woman fails to display the emotions 
that society expects such as being depressed and angry, then she will be less likely to be 
believed. ‘ 
When comparing the result of this rape myth to other studies in Hong Kong, it is 
found that not much research have looked into this myth. The only study that has 
mentioned this myth in Hong Kong is the study by Ng and Liang (2007) which found that 
some lawyers and judges used this rape myth to excuse the rapist's behaviors. This shows 
the rape myth is widely accepted even by professionals. 
In the next section, the second rape myth will be discussed in details. 
5.2.2 Rape myth 2: The intercourse was consensual 
The second rape myth states that people consider the sexual intercourse did happen, 
but it was consensual instead of forced. There are two corollaries behind this myth. The 
first one is that "women never mean no" (Burt, 1991). A woman is always presumed to 
want sex, even though she says “no.，’ Therefore, when a woman rejects sex, then extreme 
form of refusal is necessary. This leads to the second corollary - a victim must show 
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marked resistance, such as bruises, wounds, and injuries, in order to prove that she 
refuses sex. 
5.2.2.1 Women never mean "no" 
Jackson (1987) pointed out a social belief that women's refusals to sex are seen as a 
kind of seduction before sexual intercourse，a game that men and women play along with. 
Burt and Estep (1981) mentioned a cultural belief that assumes that, if a woman has any 
kind of intimate behavior with a man, then she agrees to have forfeited her rights to say 
"no," and that the intercourse which follows the intimate behavior must be consensual 
sex. That is, if the context prior to the rape is seen as romantic or sexual, then the claim of 
rape will be much less credible. It seems that both intimacy and refusal seem to be taken 
as part of the normal seduction. Therefore, when a real refusal is intended, men may 
interpret it wrongly. 
While discussing the male rape vignette, the following dyad brought the 
Yoshinoya restaurant rape case and female rape. An excerpt of the participants' 
conversation appears in Example 16. 
Example 16 MFM5 
1 M: Actually I didn't really read about the news of Yoshinoya restaurant. 
2 F: Orh/ er, an underage girl is it? 
3 M: Is it a worker there? 
4 F: All three of them are workers. They were playing truth or dare. 
5 M: And they were being taped by someone 
6 F: No, they taped it themselves/ and then after the girl played the game she 
suddenly said she is not willing to play the game actually and so it becomes like 
that/ so maybe this case is like this too 
7 M: Haha this case is like this too/ so it means he's playing truth or dare 
The female participant mentioned that the victim of the Yoshinoya case was willing to 
play the game "truth and dare" at the first place, but then after the "dare" (i.e., the 
intercourse), the victim claimed that she was not willing to do so (turns 4 & 6). The 
• 96 
victim's initiative to join the game had indicated a "yes" to sexual intercourse in her 
colleagues' eyes. She had led her colleagues to think that she was open minded and even 
open for sexual intercourse. Therefore even though she said "no" several times during the 
intercourse, they did not take this "no" as "no." The participants of the study seem to 
share this belief. They tended to believe that the girl actually consented to the intercourse 
because of her initiative to be involved in a game with sexual elements. 
5.2.2.2 Victims must have struggled hard 
The following shows two examples which support the view that extreme form of 
refusal is necessary to prove that it is not a consented sex. 
Example 77MMF1 ‘ 
1 Ml: Whoa, that's hard to say/ a woman/ if you want to rape her that's easy, unless 
she's the strong and sporty type/ well a dancer should have great flexibility, 
and her stamina should be strong. She could not have been so easily grabbed 
af^d raped! she can just stretched her leg as far apart as possible, but she was 
grabbed easily and raped/ that rapist should be very strong too 
2 M2: Yes, therefore I suspect that the attacker is a sporty person as well 
In Example 17，Ml claimed it was easy to rape a woman unless she was strong (turn 
1). Then the speaker continued to suggest that the woman should be able to protect 
herself since she had a flexible body. He then imagined some of the ways the woman 
could defeat the attacker (turn 2). They concluded that the attacker must have been very 
strong (stronger than an already strong woman) in order to rape her successfully (turn 1). 
The vignette did not contain any information about the victim's physicality. The 
information given was only that she was having a dance class. Participants in this 
example elaborated on this point and suggested that she must have been strong. Then 
they imagined how the victim should react when she was attacked and raped. They 
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expect the victim to "grab" and "stretch her legs as far as possible" in order to defend 
herself from being raped. 
In Example 18，the participants were discussing how the victim could prove to 
others that she had been raped. 
Example 18 MFF4 
1 M: No if she is sexually assault then, even if you just touch her you can simply get 
the finger print 
2 F: Urn 
3 M: And also the girl when she resists or struggles, assuming that she has punched 
the man, then in the nails perhaps we can get the DNA of the attacker/ these can 
all be evidence. 
The speakers mentioned that when the victim struggled or fought back the attacker, 
some body tissue of the attacker might be left on the victim hands or fingernails (turn 3). 
Then this could be proof of rape. The male participant also conjured up a picture of the 
rape situation in his mind — the victim resisted, struggled hard, and even "punched" the 
attacker (turn 3). This depiction of rape is a typical scenario of rape in TV dramas. Scenes 
in which women do their best to resist and struggle to avoid rape are popular. This may 
explain why this belief was accepted by the male participant. 
5.2.2.3 Discussion 
As the above examples show, the rape myth that the intercourse was consensual was 
accepted by certain participants. They thought that if the female agreed to some kind of 
intimacy (e.g., by engaging in a game) prior to the rape, then it was likely that the rape 
was not coerced sex, but consensual sex. That is, even if the victim says "no," it could be 
interpreted as a "yes." Besides, participants believed that if a victim did not show marked 
resistance such as wounds, then it was likely that rape did not occur. 
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Some participants also held the thought that marked resistance was needed in order to 
prove rape. This result is similar to findings by Ng and Liang (2007), who studied rape 
trials in Hong Kong. It was found that if there was no active resistance on the part of the 
victim，then it was very likely that the prosecution of rape failed. However, the reality is 
that the victims may be pushed into a corner or made incapable of resisting. Sometimes, 
especially when the victim knows the rapist, the victim does not know how to react 
defensively or does not expect to need to protect herself. Therefore, resistance should not 
be taken for granted. Even if there is resistance, it is possible that there may be little to no 
visible physical marks on the victim. 
5.2.3 Rape myth 3: No damage was done to the victim 
This rape myth denies the harm that was done to a victim in rape. Rape is treated as 
“just sex" (Burt, 1991，p. 29). The humiliation, insult, and psychological trauma that are 
done to the victims are totally neglected. This rape myth is especially true if the victim is 
an "open territory victim" (Clark & Lewis，1977，p. 25), which refers to women who are 
stereotyped to be sexually available, for example, prostitutes, divorcees, or simply 
females who are not virgins, who have slept with other men outside of a relationship, or 
who have casual sexual relationships. If these women are raped, they will receive less 
pity. A major idea that underlies this rape myth is that a woman's value is based on her 
chastity - if she is a virgin or is in a monogamous relationship, then she is pure and 
valuable; however, if she has sex with more than one man, then she is immediately 
devalued and impure. 
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5.2.3.1 Raped women are impure 
The following excerpts in this section show what kind of women the participants 
considered as pure. In Example 19，the participants were discussing what consequences 
the victim would face after being raped. 
Example 19 MMF4 
1 M2: True, but if she's not single then she will be dumped by her boyfriend 
2 Ml: It is difficult to conclude, it depends on the boy, perhaps he loves her very 
much 
3 M2: Yea it is not a must, but I think in most cases she'll be dumped 
4 Ml: Yea, men are like that 
A possibility was that the victim would be dumped by her significant other because she 
was raped (turns 1 & 3). This implied that they disliked and tried to avoid dating women 
who had been raped. It seems that for these participants, people usually only avoid things 
that are bad; thus, by avoiding raped women, they were suggesting that raped women are 
bad and impure. 
Similarly, the participants in the Example 20 discussed the consequences the victim 
was going to face. 
Example 20 MMF5 
1 Ml: Firstly she will have a shadow; secondly later she may repulse any other 
opposite sex. Also many Kong guys do mind if the female is not a virgin. And 
one day perhaps when you really want to be together for life with your 
boyfriend, and then tell him that she has been raped before, and suddenly a 
tragic cast over them 
2 M2: And for her later life, she would be ...hm..., how to put it, she may be more 
casual 
3 Ml: Give up on herself 
4 M2: Because she doesn't think this is an important thing anymore. 
Participant Ml mentioned that the victim would have a "shadow" to the opposite sex (i.e., 
negative response to or rejection of an interested male) (turn 1). The speakers pointed out 
a phenomenon - Hong Kong guys do mind if their partners are not virgins (turn 1). They 
further suggested that that the victim would become more casual in her sexual behavior 
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because "this" (turn 4) was no longer an important thing to the victim. The "this" was not 
stated clearly by the speakers, but it was likely to refer to virginity. They concluded that, 
if a female were raped, she should "give up on herself (i.e., lower her expectations about 
dating，marriage, and family prospects) (turn 3). 
These two examples reflected the perception that a woman who has been raped is dirty 
because she is no longer a virgin and she has been "used" by somebody else. This 
showed that, for these Hong Kong males, a female's value highly depends on her chastity. 
5.2.3.2 Rape has done no damages to dissolute women 
The participants in Example 21 were discussing the Yoshinoya rape case, a popular 
topic in local news reports. ‘ 
Example 21 MFM1 
1 F: Then I think it depends on the action then. I mean if she is dissolute all the time 
then = 
2 M: = then she deserves it?/1 don't think so being dissolute means she d e s e r v e s it? 
While the female participant was saying "if she [the female victim] is dissolute" (turn 
1), the male participant cut in the middle of her speech and said "then she deserves it?" 
(turn 2). Although the male participant later claimed he did not think that the female 
victim deserved to be raped (turn 2)，the fact that he interrupted with this abrupt question 
implied that perhaps a dissolute woman deserves to be raped had occurred to him. 
Otherwise, he would not make such a statement. Thus, it seemed that some women (e.g., 
dissolute women) would receive less sympathy if they were raped, as society considers 
no harm would be done to them. 
Examples 19-21 show that the thought, a woman who is raped is impure, is common. 
If a woman is dissolute, then she receives less pity or even deserves the rape. Rape is 
viewed as a sexually motivated crime. Harm in other aspects, such as the psychological 
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impact and the exploitation of one's rights, are largely ignored. Therefore, participants in 
this study seemed to think that impure women incur no harm from rape. 
5.2.3.3 Discussion 
The data show that this rape myth, no damage was done to the victim (especially if the 
victim was not a virgin and had had multiple sex partners), was quite deeply rooted in 
some participants. They thought that if a woman was raped, she was less desirable — the 
boyfriend of the victim would dump her (example 11，turn 1)，and if the 
boyfriend/husband of the victim knew about the rape, it would affect the relationship 
between them. Also, if women who were stereotypically considered as "bad" due to their 
professions or jobs (e.g., bar girls, pole dancers) were raped, then they would receive less 
pity. This result largely agreed with a number of rape research results in Hong Kong. For 
example, in Cheng and Chung's (1982) study, they found that 31% of the 89 respondents 
felt that women who were promiscuous in their behavior should not be pitied on. In a 
large-scale questionnaire study by Ng and Wong (2002), they found that 35% of the 
respondents considered the chance of being rape of bad women was higher than ordinary 
women. Moreover, around 20% of the respondents considered a raped woman as having 
a lower value, and around 30% considered a rape accusation claimed by bad women less 
credible. In Law's (2004) study, he found that the idea that bad women were not trusted 
was especially strong regardless of the gender of the participants. These three studies, 
which ranged from 1982 to 2004, had consistent findings. That implied that despite the 
increase of gender equality and women's right, the idea that a woman's value lies on her 
chastity is deeply rooted. 
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5.2.4 Rape myth 4: The victim is blamed 
The fourth rape myth is about how victims are always accused of being responsible 
for the sexual assault. The public place is perceived as dangerous for females (Griffin, 
1971). Therefore, a female is expected to protect herself in public spaces - it is a 
woman's responsibility to protect herself from being raped. Failure to do so would lead 
to blame and criticism, and the victim would be seen as deserving the rape: she must have 
dressed sexily, acted carelessly, or have done something that provoked the rape. It is 
suggested that society blames victims for what happens to them. In keeping with this 
idea, good things happen to good people and bad things happen to bad people are adages 
that society maintains, beliefs that project a distorted view, according to Burt and Estep 
(1981). 
5.2.4.1 The public sphere is dangerous to females 
Feminist scholar Susan Griffin has once mentioned that the public sphere is different 
for men and women. For women, there is always a hidden danger in the public, which 
"relentlessly figures as a daily part of every woman's consciousness" (Griffin, 1971，p. 
33). This fear exerts a social force, causing women to take precautions and be responsible 
for their actions in public. The following data presents how the public sphere was 
constructed as dangerous for the females in this study. 
In Example 21，the participants were saying that the female was really careless for 
taking a shortcut home. 
Example 22 MMF5 
1 Ml: But it says that night she went home through a shortcut 
2 M2: But is it actually she goes home through the shortcut every night. 
3 Ml: If so then to a certain extent she has loosen up her awareness. But if she just 
went home through a shortcut on that particular day, then she didn't know how 
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dangerous that shortcut is. 
4 M2: Usually those shortcuts, maybe it's 9:30 at night, maybe it is remote 
5 Ml: Or it's dark 
6 M2: Yea 
Speaker Ml suggested that the female victim was ignorant, because "she didn't know 
how dangerous that shortcut is" (turn 3). By saying so, he was implying that the victim 
was stupid or out of her mind to take the shortcut. Also, he assumed that the shortcut 
must be dangerous. Then they continued to suggest that shortcuts are usually "remote" 
(turn 4) and "dark" (turn 5). 
The two female participants in Example 23 were discussing if the victim should 
take the shortcut. 
Example 23 FFFIO 
1 F 1: A girl walking alone, don't you think it's scary? 
2 F 2: But in university everyone does not know each other. You can't suspect every 
person walking behind you. There are so many people you don't know walking 
behind you 
3 F 1: He took the shortcut and you took the shortcut/ if you're really being followed 
then if you turn around 
4 F 2: Ov you go to places that have more people 
Participant F1 suggested that walking alone in public space was scary (turn 1). This 
showed that females have a constant fear that something bad might happen in public 
areas (Griffin, 1971). However, F2 claimed that it was impossible to suspect and watch 
out all the time (turn 2). They concluded that if a woman was followed by a suspicious 
man, then she should "go to places that have more people" (turn 4). What she said 
presumed that a shortcut is a quiet and remote place where people rarely go. 
The participants in Example 24 were jointly creating the rape scene in their minds. 
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Example 24 MMF1 
1 M2: But at night/perhaps she's not aware of strangers when she's walking/I mean 
even in normal situation she may still be pulled out to the grassy area along the 
path and being assaultedl but she said she could not see anybody suspicious 
2 Ml: Not really/ the woman told the court that she was aware of a man walking 
behind her/ that's she discovers that a man has been following her but that 
doesn't raise her suspicious she doesn't really aware of it 
3 M2: Yes she has a low awareness/ at night a woman walking alone should be more 
careful even though it is on campus 
111 the vignette, details of the place of rape are not mentioned. The two pieces of 
information about the venues that the participants know are (1) the rape took place inside 
a campus and (2) the victim was taking a shortcut home through the university campus. 
However, in Example 23, the participant M2 had imagined a rape scenario: "she may still 
be pulled out to the grassy area along the path and being assaulted" (turn 1). He had 
drawn on his knowledge of rape from popular culture, which always depicts a classic 
"stranger rape" (i.e., rape by a stranger), to describe how he imagined the rape. He 
imagined that rape would happen on a remote path that no one could possibility see. 
Examples 22-24 show how participants jointly conjure a picture of the context for rape; 
it is dangerous, remote, and dark. Participants thought rapes took place in a shortcut that 
was poorly lit，out of bounds, and quiet. These were all elements that signal dangers 
(Anderson & Doherty, 2008). The actual elements of the location of rape were actually 
not provided. Yet, participants co-constructed a public sphere that was dangerous for the 
females. 
Example 25 shows how males might fail to recognize the danger that females face in 
the public sphere. 
Example 24 MMF5 
1 M2: And also one female took shortcut home and she knew a man is walking 
behind her, but this did not raise her suspicion? -
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2 Ml: In the university, well, since I'm not a girl it's difficult for me to answer you. 
But in a university if there 's a man walking behind you it 's kind of natural. 
Perhaps he just took this shortcut so that he could go home earlier too. 
In this example, the two male participants were arguing if it is strange for the female 
victim not to suspect the man behind her. Ml suggested that if a man walked behind him, 
he would not suspect it. However, he stressed that he is a male, and so he may think 
differently from a female (turn 2). 
In Example 26, the participants were discussing why the female victim would risk 
taking the shortcut. 
Example 26 MMF9 
1 Ml: Yes/ haha/ actually I think a woman in the university, who has not been raped, 
and she has always been taking, I mean, since she took the shortcut, that means 
she has taken that shortcut before already otherwise she would not take that= 
2 M2: =That means she would think it 's safe 
3 Ml: Yea, she thinks it's safe. That's why she would walk this shortcut again. 
Therefore I think it's normal for her to not to have that awareness/ and also 
women may think 9:30 at night is not a really late time of the day. 
The speakers rationalized why the female had a low awareness: they thought the victim 
took that path everyday, and so she considered that shortcut safe. Also, they suggested 
that 9:30 p.m. was not late. Therefore, they thought this was the reason why the victim 
thought it was safe. 
Similarly, in Example 27, the two male participants were arguing if it was natural for a 
woman not to suspect the man walking behind her. 
Example 27 MMF9 
1 Ml: So she is not suspicious of the man following her it's her carelessness. We can 
only say that she doesn't have that awareness. 
2 M2: Urn 
3 Ml: But I think this is natural. 
4 M2: Natural? I don't know, how would a female think? It 's really different 
5 Ml: Yea I don't know how to say for females. 
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6 M2: Perhaps some of them have higher awareness some of them particularly have 
lower awareness. 
7 Ml: Maybe she thinks she's ugly she would not be hahaha/ I remembered a court 
case 
They concluded that females thought differently, and it was hard for them to predict 
(turn 4). Interestingly, the participants raised a special point in turn 6 and turn 7. They 
were discussing why some females had higher awareness of the surroundings and why 
some lower. They attributed this to whether the female was beautiful or not. They 
considered a beautiful woman would be more aware of the surrounding while an ugly 
woman would be less aware of it. 
The participants from the Examples 25-27 pointed out that it was natural not to 
suspect people walking behind you (Example 25, turn 2; Example 27，turn 3). Some 
thought that since this rape happened inside a university campus, which the victim 
perceived as a safe place, her awareness of danger w^s lower (Example 26, turn 1-3). In 
other words, they were suggesting that they did not consider such a public space as 
dangerous; they were comfortable and safe in public places and would not be extra alert. 
Yet, most of the participants who suggested the campus was a safe place were male. This 
alluded to Griffin's claim that males and females perceived threats in public differently. 
Indeed, some participants mentioned that "since I'm not a girl it's difficult for me to 
answer you" (Example 25, turn 2) and "I don't know, how would a female think? It's 
really different" (Example 27, turn 4). This shows that males perceive public spaces 
differently from females. 
5.2.4.2 Victims are accused of their reckless behaviors 
Since the public sphere was dangerous to women, they are constantly reminded to 
protect themselves from danger. If they get into any trouble, then it is because the women 
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have failed their responsibility to protect themselves. Thus, women are at fault if 
anything happens to them. The following will show how female victims are routinely 
accused of having low awareness and not adopting preventive behaviors such as not 
walking alone and not taking shortcuts. 
In Example 28, the female participants were discussing how to prevent rapes on 
campus. 
Example 28 FFF3 
1 F 2: But you can prevent this from both lines 
2 F 1: But this is only to alleviate the symptoms of illness, not performing a radical 
cure 
3 F2: What? 
4 F 1: The core of the problem is herself 
5 F 2: So you mean she has some problems? That is if you go home alone then you 
have problems? 1 \\\mk you're pushing all the problems to the female 
6 F 1: Ok fine, let's conclude 
7 F 2: I think you are really unfair. It's indeed very unfair you 're putting all the 
responsibility to the female, I think it should be half-half/ the university should 
do something also 
8 F 1: Okay okay 
F2 thought that the security of the school had to be improved, while F1 argued that this 
was just "to alleviate the symptoms of illness, not performing a radical cure" (turn 2). She 
then suggested "the core of the problem is [the victim]" (turn 4). Upon which F1 reacted 
rigorously and accused her for putting all the responsibilities on the victim (turn 5). She 
suggested that both the school and the victim had to take responsibility (turn 7). 
Similarly, in Example 29, the participants were discussing how to prevent rapes. 
Example 29 MMFl 
1 Ml: But should the woman bear her own responsibility? 
2 M2: Ya, just like what I said she went back home alone at night/ she should at least 
find a friend to accompany her 
3 Ml: Ya, especially she has just finished a dance class 
4 M2: Exactly. She should at least find someone to accompany her 
5 Ml: What the school can do is to remind the females . 
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6 M2: Well, set up some courses to teach them to have a higher awareness of safety, 
and teach them some strategies 
7 M2: Well how do you think about such kind of thing happening in a university/ is 
this the responsibility of the society/ or actually is it other problems such as 
the Security Unit we 've mentioned 
8 Ml: Security Unit is a very important point 
9 M2: This is one of the problems we cannot put all the responsibilities to the 
Security Unit alone. You know, outside of Shaw college there're a lot of old 
houses and people there do not have education/ well he's even a university 
student. I mean, I do not necessarily mean the rapist is an university student, 
but I think this chance is very high. So we can treat the rapist as either a police 
or a university student. Because he is familiar with the shortcut and he's 
strong/ then why a person who knows the laws but breaks them? Or a person 
who receives higher education will rape a girl? 
10 Ml: Do you want to say that it's the failure of the university education system 
The speakers thought it was the female's responsibility because she had done 
something wrong — she had not ensured her own safety by not asking anyone to 
accompany her home (turns 2 & 4). Then, they suggested the school tackle the issues by 
heightening females' awareness through education (turn 6). They then discussed other 
possibilities that may cause rape to happen, including society's problem and campus 
security problem (turns 7-10). It is indeed ironic that participants concluded that the 
school and the victim were responsible for the rape, but not the attacker. Also, it seemed 
that all the remedy strategies were targeted toward females. Why would they not think of 
a strategy targeting the attacker, for example, educating people to respect women? 
In Example 30，again，participants were blaming the victim for provoking the rape, 
and they were suggesting ways to avoid rape. 
Example 30 FFFl 
1 F 1: What has she done wrongly which makes the chance of being raped increase? 
2 F 2: The first thing is that she should not be single. She should not take the 
shortcut. Also, even if she's single, she should ask other people to walk with 
her, but not walking alone. If she's alone she should not take shortcut. 
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The participant asked "what has she done wrongly which makes the chance of being 
raped increase?" (turn 1). This was the first sentence she said in response to the vignette. 
This showed that foremost in her mind it was the female who had done wrong and that 
caused the rape. In response, F2 provided a list of behaviors that the victim had done 
which induced the rape. She suggested that the victim "should not take the shortcut," 
“should ask other people to walk with her," and "should not walk alone" (turn 2). The 
victim here was heavily blamed for her misbehaviors. 
Similarly, in Example 31, the speaker F2 was giving some suggestions that the victim 
could do to prevent rapes from happening. 
Example 31 FFF7 
1 F 2: And also females can be more alert. For example, when it is very late, then see 
if your family members can pick you up, and choose the main path, where 
more people will walk. 
The participant suggested that the female victim could have avoided the rape by asking 
someone to "pick [her] up" and by taking "the main path." 
In Example 32, the male and the female participants were arguing about if the suspect 
would be convicted. 
Example 32 MFF4 
1 M: The most important is that if that shortcut doesn't have any people, then that 
means it's dangerous! that girl is very careless. You cannot blame the man. The 
attacker would be acquitted of charges. 
2 F: But it cannot say that it ’s the girl who is careless 
3 M: Of course not of course not, wouldn't say it's because you're careless that you're 
raped/ however, it has to be with reasonable evidence can the attacker be 
convicted. So that's it. This suspect cannot be convicted 
4 F: So if she's raped isn't it that we can examine the girl's body? 
5 M: Yes we can. She must need to be examined. I mean after the examination if 
there's no other evidence that point to the attacker then he should be released. If 
the examination shows his DNA then of course it must be him 
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The male participant said in quite a firm tone that the suspect would not be convicted 
because the female was careless (turn 1) and there was no other evidence provided in the 
vignette (turn 3). He said "that girl is very careless. You cannot blame the man" (turn 1). 
This suggested that it was natural for a man to meet a lone woman in an isolated venue 
and perhaps have casual sex with her. The male speaker suggested that this phenomenon 
that should be taken for granted. Under the hegemonic notion of masculinity, males are 
always constructed as being full of sexual desire and sexual aggressiveness (Burt & Estep， 
1981). Man's sexual desire is uncontrollable, and once aroused, has to be satisfied 
immediately. Therefore, a woman is expected to be the one to control a male's desire -
by not arousing him. This idea suggested that if a woman was raped, it was because she 
placed herself in a dangerous position. It was her fault. In the above examples (28-32)，it 
is interesting that many participants mentioned that the female victim should take 
responsibility for what has happened to her (Example28, turn 4; Example 29，turn 1; 
Example 30，turn 1; Example 32，turn 1). The victims should be take preventive measures. 
For example, she should ask someone to accompany her home (Example 29, turn 4; 
Example 30，turns 2 & 4), or should not take the shortcut (Example 30，turn 2 & 4; 
Example 31, turn 1). Besides, they also mentioned that the school should take some 
responsibility for the rape (Example 28，turn 7; Example 29, turn 6). For instance, the 
school should educate female students about the risks on campus (Example 29, turn 6) 
and also improve security (Example 29, turn 8). Some participants mentioned that society 
should be held responsible, too (Example 29，turns 7-10). Yet none of them mentioned 
that the attacker should be responsible for the rape. The responsibility is never laid on the 
rapist. The participants have unknowingly excused the rapist from his crime. 
‘ 111 
5.2.4.3 Good things happen to good people, bad things happen to bad people 
It is also known that people blame victims for rapes because they want to maintain the 
notion that "good things happen to good people and bad things happen to bad people," so 
that their fear of bad things happening to them would be relieved. It can be seen that in 
Example 33 and Example 34, the participants were indeed alienating themselves from a 
bad thing. 
In Example 33, the participants were discussing what they would do if they were the 
passerby in the vignette. 
Example 33 FFF5 
1 F2: Therefore he chased him after/ after he heard the scream/ if you were him would 
you do that 
2 Fl: I'll see what happened first 
3 F2: He may rape you as well 
4 F1: Darn touchwood 
Participant F2 said there was a possibility that the rapist would rape the passerby as 
well (turn 3). In response to that, F1 immediately said "darn touchwood" (turn 4), which 
suggested that she tried to distance herself from the bad thing - the rape. 
A similar notion was found in the following example. 
Example 34 MMF4 • 
1 M2: But I'm not afraid of it when I walk through that path at the dark 
2 Ml: You 're not a female 
3 M2: Haha yea I will not be raped 
In Example 34, M2 was saying that he was not afraid to walk in the dark because he 
would not be raped. This not only shows that he distanced himself from the victim, but it 
also revealed that people generally lack the awareness of the danger of males being raped. 
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The data suggested that the participants tried to alienate themselves from being 
identified with the victim. They did not even want to admit that there was a possibility 
that they would be raped. 
5.2.4.4 Discussion 
In participants' conversations in the study, the rape myth, the victim is blamed, was 
prevalent. Indeed, it was the most commonly mentioned rape myth (87.5%) in the data 
(refer to Table 2). The main ideas found regarding this rape myth were (1) the public 
place was constructed as dangerous for females; (2) females who failed to protect 
themselves in public were accused of not adopting any preventive measures; and (3) 
society blamed victims to maintain the idea that “good things happen to good people and 
bad things happen to bad people." 
In the data, most participants, when analyzing the rape vignette, drew on their own 
knowledge about rape - usually a classic stranger rape that was shaped by various media 
sources (television, movies, Internet, etc.). Therefore the rape scene in their minds was 
usually a place that is dark, remote, and isolated. These features were signals of danger 
(Anderson & Doherty，2008). Actually, participants considered the victim was in a 
dangerous situation (Example 28，turn 3). Therefore, the female victim is expected to be 
alert, with heightened awareness in public (Riger and Gordon, 1981). This result actually 
matched both the Hong Kong data and the data in United Kingdom. Ng and Liang (2007) 
had similar findings; most Hong Kong people conjured up a picture of a dark and remote 
place when they thought of rapes. People thought that rapes usually happened in a dark 
corner of a street. However, according to Ng's (2005) report conducted with the Rape 
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Crisis Centre, it was found that 54.04% of rapes that happened from 2001-2004 took 
place at home, not in a dark remote corner in a public space. 
Given that public space is dangerous for females, females are always expected to 
know how to avoid the dangers by taking preventive measures, such as not going out 
alone at night. In the data, it can be seen that the victim was frequently being accused of 
careless behaviors. Indeed, in criticizing the victim's behaviors, the participants assumed 
their superiority over the victims. They were positioning themselves as rational and sane 
people who could make correct risk assessment and judgment; in contrast, the victim was 
perceived as an irrational and foolish being who did not know what the appropriate 
behavior was (Anderson & Doherty, 2008). This result was very similar to Anderson and 
Doherty's findings, in which participants frequently blamed the victims for their 
behaviors, suggested the victim should shoulder responsibilities for her own well-being. 
Some of the participants blamed the victim in order to maintain the notion "good 
things happen to good people and bad things happen to bad people." A few participants 
expressed fear of being raped when discussing the vignette. By attributing blame to the 
victim - by accusing the victim of careless behaviors that resulted in rape, they could 
imagine the victim as a "bad" person who deserved bad things; likewise, they could see 
themselves as "good" people who deserve good things, and this identity "difference" 
seemed to give these participants great relief. 
A rather surprising result was that a pair of male participants pointed out why some 
females would have a higher sense of danger while some would not. They thought that if 
a woman were beautiful, then she would be more alert. This implied that a beautiful 
woman had a higher risk to be raped and would be more alert. On the contrary, an ugly 
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woman was unlikely to be raped, so she had less concern for her personal safely. The 
problem underlying this thought was the idea that rape is driven by sexual desire. 
Actually, this idea was quite common among Hong Kong people. In Cheung and Chung's 
(1982) study, they found that 72% of the young female respondents believed that men 
rape because of their uncontrollable sexual urge. Moreover, in Ng and Wong's (2002) 
survey，it was found that over 60% of the respondents thought that males had poorer 
control over their sexual urge than females. Furthermore, in Law's (2004) study, he found 
that regardless of gender, participants held a strong belief that rape was driven by males' 
uncontrollable passions. Burt (1981) suggested "this view of male sexuality is to make it 
very easy to blame women for getting raped" (p. 24). ‘ 
Interestingly, in the data, there were some male participants who thought that the 
behaviour of the female victim was natural. They thought it is understandable for the 
female victim to walk alone at night, to take a shortcut, and to not be suspicious of the 
person who was following her (Example 31, turn 1; Example 32, turns 2-3; Example 33’ 
turns 3-4). They said if they were in the same situation, they would have done the same 
thing. This result contrasted with Anderson and Doherty's (2008) finding. They found 
that this type of construction - it was understandable for the victim to take the shortcut 
and walk home alone at night - was only available in the discussion of male rapes. 
Perhaps, 9:30 p.m., the time of rape as depicted in the vignette, was not considered as late 
in Hong Kong (Example 32，turn 3) while in United Kingdom, 9:30 p.m. may be quite 
late. Therefore, some participants in this study did not consider the victim as walking 
home late, which made the victim's behaviors more understandable. Moreover, the 
participants who suggested that the victim's behavior was understandable were all males. 
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As Griffin (1971) suggested that males perceive threats in the public different to females. 
Therefore, this interesting result could be interpreted as a gender difference in the 
perception of danger. 
5.3 Summary 
Rape myths were prevalent among the participants. Quite a number of dyads in this 
study suggested that the victim lied or conspired with the passerby in order to get back at 
the rapist. The data provided two beliefs that may explain why people accept this rape 
myth. Firstly, they considered claiming rape was an easy accusation to make, because 
most people, including the jury and judge, would stand by the victim. Therefore, the 
advantage of the whole rape prosecution process was on the victim's side. Some students 
disagreed with this rape myth and suggested that the victim would not lie about rape 
because it was a serious prosecution, and that it would be a loss of face if she disclosed 
the sexual violation. Secondly, people have the perception that a woman always uses her 
sex appeal to attract men. A woman took pride in her sexual attractiveness, so some 
women would claim rape just to prove to others that they were sexually attractive. 
Therefore, some people thought sexual assault (maybe not as serious as rape) was, to 
some extent, something to be proud of - because the woman proved her sexual 
attractiveness. 
The rape myth that said the intercourse is consensual was prevalent in this study. 
Participants thought that a rape victim physically resists being raped. Even though the 
vignette did not show how the victim reacted in rape, participants could picture the 
struggle involved, which might originate from mass media's portrayal of rape incidents. 
Some participants brought up the Yoshinoya restaurant rape case and suggested that the 
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female in that case consented to the intercourse because she was willing to play a game, 
which might have involved some intimacy with the people who raped her. Some students 
suggested that if the female was a "bad" woman, then there was a high chance that she 
was actually willing to have sexual intercourse. 
The third rape myth analyzed was no damage was done to the victim. This myth 
suggested that if "bad" women are raped, then they deserve less pity from society; 
consequently, these women really do not suffer much from being sexually assaulted. 
Examples of bad women are those who have casual sex lives, have more than one sexual 
partner，and have sex outside of a relationship. Participants in this study were quite 
conservative in this aspect. Many of them, especially the male participants, considered a 
woman's virginity as very important. They said that, if a woman were raped, then her 
boyfriend would probably dump her because she was not a virgin anymore. Also, if a 
woman were raped, then she might live a life with casual sex because sex was not an 
important issue to her anymore. In addition, it seemed that some participants had the 
attitude that, if a woman was "bad" (was promiscuous or had certain jobs such as a pole 
dancer)，then she deserved to be raped. Yet this thought was not common, and further 
exploration is needed. 
The last rape myth is that the victim is always blamed for the rape. This was a 
widespread rape myth in the data. Most of the participants blamed the female victim for 
her carelessness and reckless behaviors. Seldom did the participants blame the attacker. It 
was also found that the participants conformed to the social gender role for males and 
females: males had impulsive sexual desires, and they could not control their behaviors 
once aroused. Females were responsible for restraining and managing males' sexual 
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desire. Therefore, if a woman was raped, it was her fault. She failed her responsibility in 
controlling the rapist's sexual desire. Moreover, from the data, it was shown that males 
perceived public space differently than females. Most of them considered open public 
space at night as safe while it was the contrary for females. Lastly, some participants tried 
to distance themselves from rapes, which demonstrated that they blamed the victims in 
order to maintain the notion "good things happen to good people and bad things happen 
to bad people." 
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Chapter 6 
Results and discussion: Male rape talk 
6.1 Introduction 
This chapter aims at answering the second research question: how are rape myths 
constructed through conversations of dyads about female and male rape? While the 
previous chapter concentrated on the discussion of female rape, this chapter will focus on 
the conversations about the male rape vignette. 
6.2 Male rape myths in details 
From previous research about incidences and characteristics of male rapes, survivors' 
experiences of male rapes, and limited research on attitudes towards male rapes, 
Anderson and Doherty (2008) have summarized three male rape myths: (1) outside of 
prisons, male rape cannot happen, (2) the rapist and ihe victim are homosexual, (3) 
males who are raped are weak. These rape myths are not mutually exclusive and thus 
may overlap. Moreover, it is important to bear in mind that some female rape myths can 
also apply to male rape victims. However, what this section is looking at is rape myths 
that especially apply to male rape victims. 
6.2.1 Rape myth 1: Outside of prison, male rape is impossible 
The first male rape myth is outside of prisons, male rape is impossible. Indeed, many 
people view male rape as something that can only happen in prisons or in an all male 
institution (King, 1992). However, in this study, the focus is on how male rape is 
construed as something that cannot happen, instead of an act that occurs in prisons. As 
the data indicated, none of the participants mentioned anything about male rapes 
occurring in prisons. Instead, most of them simply found male rapes strange and hard to 
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believe. This might be due to their lack of knowledge of this sexual violation. Actually, it 
looked as if they had not even come across the subject of male rapes prior to this study. 
For many, men have always been perceived as the ones who initiate sex. Therefore, a 
male becoming the target of a sexual offence is something unimaginable and 
unbelievable to most participants. The following examples show how the participants 
generally think of male rape. 
6.2.1.1 Male rape is unexpected 
In the Example 35，participants were discussing how they feel about a male being 
raped. 
Example 35 FFM8 
1 F 2: The news is so shocking but I think it's a kind of funny news because I've 
seldom hear that a boy get raped! also from the news I think a man rapes a 
man/ so I've never imagined this kind of news 
2 F1: Yea this news is shocking but I don 't think it 's funny because usually our 
society thinks that only women would be raped but actually sexual abuse 
happen to boys and malel and this news makes me realize two things: the first 
one is the protection for males / another thing is the security for the university/ 
do you think so? 
3 F 2: Erm/ I agree that sexual abuse is not only a crime to women or only to the 
female but erm/ maybe men will be sexually abused too but look at this I'm 
wonder that why the attacker will rape a man/ what in his mind if thinking 
about/ he really wants to satisfies his sexual demand/ what kind of things he 
thinking about 
4 F 1: Actually I don't know the psychological condition of the attacker/ but I just 
think that maybe our society should change the mindset just like when you're 
reading this you find it shocking and it's quite strange for a man to be sexually 
abused but there're opportunities for men to be sexually abused by others/ so 
that means our society should change our mindset - not only females are the 
targets of somebody to attack but also men can be their potential targets 
The participants described the male rape as "funny" (turns 1 & 2). For the dyad, the 
word funny seemed to refer to the existence of something really rare. As F1 explained 
further, they thought that the portrayed rape was funny only because "our society 
[thought] that only women would be raped, but actually sexual abuse happen[ed] to boys 
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and males" (turn 2). On top of that, the participants also described the male rape as 
"shocking" (turns 1 & 2)，"never imagine" (turn 2) and "quite strange" (turn 4). From 
these word choices, it could be seen that male rape was construed as something that could 
not be expected, predicted, or foreseen. 
In contrast, female rapes were seen as normal or were even taken for granted. The two 
examples below are about how participants view female rape. 
% 
Example 36 MFF4 
1 F 2: And also actually it's not the first time to read this kind of news, I've already 
accustomed to it. 
2 F 1: Yea not very shocking, like when we were young we first read this kind of 
news, we would think that hm there are always crazy men like this. 
3 F 2: TV also use this kind of stuff as topic ‘ 
Example 37 FFF7 
1 F: We can start now? I don 't think there 's anything special 
The subjects considered female rape as something that was very common. F2 in 
Example 35 even said she was "already accustomed to it" (Example 36，turn 1). The 
participant in Example 37 says that there is nothing special (Example 37, turn 1). It 
seemed that people generally took female rape as the norm because they always heard 
that on the news or saw that on TV dramas (Example 36，turn 3). In contrast, most 
participants regarded male rape as strange and unbelievable. They described male rape as 
“funny” (Example 35, turns 1 & 2)，"shocking" (Example 35, turns 1，2 & 4), "never 
imagined’，(Example 35，turn 1), and "strange" (Example 35, turn 4). Participants in the 
examples of section 6.2.1.2 (below) also described male rape using word choices such as 
“out of imagination" (Example 38，turn 1)，"ridiculous" (Example 38，turn 2), "you really 
can't predict that" (Example 39，turn 1)，"absurd" (Example 39，turn 2)，and 
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"extraordinary" (Example 40, turn 5). In general, participants thought male rape was too 
crazy to happen. 
6.2.1.2 The male victim is relatively blameless 
Most participants in the data found male rape impossible, and so they considered it 
understandable that males did not expect rape to happen to them. Consequently, male 
victims were given more sympathy, and less blame was directed at them. 
In Example 38, participants were discussing if the behavior of the male was 
understandable by comparing him to a female victim. 
Example 38 FFMl 
1 F2: It's a crime/ and also it is out of imagination, because you know a man walks 1 
mean if a woman walks alone and there's a man behind her, then she'll be 
afraid! but a man fears a man walking behind himl 
2 Fl: And also it's very very ridiculous because if it's a woman then you'll say "sigh 
one more case" 
3 F2: You mean if it 's a girl then it 's normal 
4 Fl: Well more normal 
5 F2: Ha that's true 
The two female participants in this example described the male rape as "out of 
imagination" (turn 1) and "very very ridiculous" (turn 2). F2 further explained why male 
rape was out of imagination by comparing what a female and a male expected when 
walking home alone. She said that if a woman was alone and followed by a male stranger, 
then it would be normal for her to be suspicious and be afraid of the man; however, a 
man should not be afraid of another man walking behind him (turn 1). This suggested that 
she did not expect males to be as alert to the surrounding as females. From section 5.2.4, 
which is about the female rape myth, the victim is blamed, it is known that female victims 
are always accused of not being alert. Therefore, it seems that this pair of participants 
held a different attitude about the male victim. Since a male was not expected to be alert 
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to his surrounding, he did not deserve as much blame as a female did. These participants 
attributed less blame to the male victim because male rape was "out of imagination"; it 
was something that could neither be foreseen nor avoided. 
Similarly, in Example 39, the participants considered male rape as something that was 
unexpected. 
Example 39 FFM2 
1 F 2: And you really can 'tpredict that/ boys always think they are safe 
2 F 1: Yea 
3 F 2: I think rape happening to males is very absurd 
Participants commented male rape was something thai "you can't really predict’，(turn 
1) and that was "absurd" (turn 3). They further explained by saying because “boys always 
[thought] that they [were] safe" (turn 1), implying that the speaker did not expect males 
to suspect potential danger in his surroundings. Susan Griffin (1971) mentioned that a 
constant fear of the outside world is encompassing females all the time. This pair of 
students has illustrated that, while females may be in fear, males "always feel safe" (turn 
1). Given this reasoning, if males cannot assume a crime like rape can happen to them, 
male victims should get less blame from the public. 
Male rape was so uncommon that no one would ever expect it; therefore, 
participants in Example 40 thought they should sympathize with the male victim, 
although at the beginning of their discussion, they were blaming the male victim for 
many of the same reasons they would have blamed a female victim. 
Example 40 FFM7 
1 F 1: So may be personally he should be more aware of his personal safety tool so 
may be at xnghXyou need to have at least one more person to accompany you in 
the campus then it's safer because if anything happens someone know at least/ 
yup/ also we can avoid walking short cut to home at night 
2 F 2: No he walks on the main path 
丨 1 2 3 
3 F 1: No took the short cut home 
4 F 2: But the man dragged him away from the main path 
5 F 1: Oh yes/ so regardless if you're a female or male you should be more careful 
when going back home at night/ perhaps he 's a male therefore he didn 't have a 
suspicion over the man walking behind him! but I think he's very lucky because 
a passer-by heard his scream and therefore he can help him/ he can also learn 
some self-defense technique just in case/ in addition the society seems 
becoming worse and worse! I mean even on campus a rape incident as 
extraordinary as this can happen I think it's very terrible 
6 F 2: Um/ and also the problem of securityl I think the school can install more CCTV 
in the corners so to secure the safety of students 
The participants blamed him for not being "aware of his personal safety" (turn 1) and not 
taking any preventive measures such as "have at least one more person to accompany you 
on the campus" and "avoid walking short cut" (turn 1). However, F1 suggested that male 
rape was uncommon, e.g., "a rape incident as extraordinary as this" (turn 5); therefore, 
she retreated from blaming the victim by suggesting that he did not have to worry about 
his surrounding because he was a male. She then diverted the blame toward society: "the 
society seems becoming worse and worse" (turn 5), and to the security of the campus: 
"the problem of security/1 think the school can install more CCTV" (turn 6). It seemed 
that the uncommonness of male rape is a powerful reason for the participants to not 
blame the victims. 
6.2.1.3 Discussion 
From the above data, it was found the male rape myth that outside of prisons, male 
rapes cannot happen seemed to be common in the data. Participants took female rapes 
for granted; they were seen as normal. On the other hand, they found male rape strange 
and unbelievable. This was because females were expected to be on guard when they 
went home alone while males were expected to be safe even though they were alone at 
night in public (Griffin, 1971). Therefore, when a male was attacked, it came as more 
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shocking than when it happened to a female. And because a male rape was less 
predictable, male victims were given more mercy and sympathy by participants. 
The result that male victims were relatively blameless actually matched what was 
found in previous research (McCaul et al., 1990; Schneider & Schneider，1994; Perrot & 
Webber, 1996; Anderson, 1999; Anderson & Doherty, 2008). These studies suggested 
that because males were not expected to encounter rapes, they did not have the awareness 
or consciousness to prepare for the potential danger of rapes. In contrast, females were 
expected to be fully aware of their surroundings, as female rape was much more common 
than male rape (Griffin, 1971; Riger & Gordon, 1981). 
Actually the result that male victims are blamed less also matched what I have found 
in section 4.4. The frequencies of rape myths mentioned in the discussion male rape were 
indeed far less than that discussed in female rape (see Table 6). Anderson (1999) 
suggested that, as the problem of male rape was not recognized until recently, the 
ignorance about male rape could be a reason for the relative blamelessness of male 
victims. People simply did not know how to react to male rape. Moreover, male rape 
myths were not as deeply rooted as female rape myths, so they were less readily 
accessible to the participants. 
Ill the next section, the second rape myth will be discussed in detail. 
6.2.2 Rape myth 2: Rapists and victims are homosexuals 
The second male rape myth states that both the rapist and the victim are homosexuals. 
This belief is driven by the assumption that rape is primarily a sexual act. Since the 
vignette used in this study depicts a male-on-male rape, which is taken to be a sexual act, 
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the rapist and the victim were thus construed by participants to be homosexuals. This idea 
will be presented next. 
6.2.2.1 The rapist is homosexual because rape is a sexually motivated crime 
Generally, in male rape cases, the rapist is typically considered as a homosexual 
because he chooses to have sex with a male instead of a female. The underlying 
assumption is that rape is a sexually motivated crime. Participants in the data did not only 
consider the rapist a homosexual, some of them even doubted his gender (e.g., a case of a 
transgender or a shemale perpetrator). 
In Example 41, the participants were discussing the sexuality of the rapist. 
Example 41 MFM8 
1 F: I don't know either/ also the one who rapes him must be gay isn 't it? 
2 M: Well, yes. 
3 F: Yea yea 
4 M: A normal person would not have this initiative 
The female speaker suggested that the rapist "must be gay" (turn 1). The male 
participant agreed, and he supported her by stating that if he were not a homosexual, he 
would not even have the desire to rape a man (turn 4). It is worth noticing that the male 
participant described a non-homosexual man a "normal person" (turn 4). That is to say, 
homosexuals were abnormal or even freaks. By doing so, he was labeling himself as a 
normal person who was different from the rapist - a homosexual. Signs of homophobia 
prevail here, and it will be discussed in section 6.2.2.3. 
The participants in Example 42 not only questioned the rapist's sexuality, they 
went further by questioning the attacker's gender. 
Example 42 FFM1 
1 F2: That is man sexually harassing man 
2 F1: Maybe he 's a shemale 
3 Fl: Why he would sexually harass him • 
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4 F2: Because he likes men 
5 Fl: Likes men! or is it that the man has offended someone 
6 F2: Offended someone then he should be beaten/ if man offends someone 
7 F1: Oh yes you're correct, maybe he likes him 
8 F2: Don't know 
9 F1: He attracted him 
The speakers described the alleged rapist as a "shemale" (turn 2)，a person who looks 
like a female but is actually a male. At the beginning, they suggested that the rapist 
sexually harassed a man because “he likes man" (turn 4). This comment suggested that 
the rapist was a homosexual and had a sexual interest toward the victim. However, they 
also proposed the possibility that the victim had offended the rapist, so he raped him for 
revenge (turn 5). Nonetheless, they dismissed this idea because they thought that if it 
were for revenge, the victim should have been beaten up but not raped (turn 6). They 
concluded that the rape happened because the rapist "likes" the victim (turn 7) and that 
the victim can "attract" the rapist (turn 9). The whole conversation construed the rape 
incident as a purely sexual encounter that stemmed from the victim's attraction. 
In Example 43, the participants were discussing the characteristics of the rapist. 
Example 43 1VIFM6 , 
1 F: He is a worker, with a homosexual tendency. And his home has a lot of male 
photos 
2 M: Yea yea I think he is a homosexual too. 
The female student suggested that the rapist was a worker who had a homosexual 
tendency. She also commented that there should be a lot of male photos in his home (turn 
1), which implied that he might be a psychopath who was obsessed with the male body. 
The male student agreed with her that the rapist should be a homosexual (turn 2). In this 
example, first of all, it is interesting to note that participant considered the rapist to be a 
worker. A worker usually had a low social status in Hong Kong. Thus by saying so, she 
indicated that the rapist should be of a low social status, that is, someone who does not 
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earn much respect in society. Second, by saying that the rapist had a homosexual 
tendency, she suggested that he had not openly revealed his sexual orientation (Anderson 
& Doherty, 2008), that he was keeping his desire for men a secret. Again, this reduced 
the violent rape attack to a purely sexual act in which the rapist was seen as just trying to 
fulfill his sexual need. 
In Example 44, the participants thought that the rapist was a homosexual, because 
he looked for a same sex victim. 
Example 44 MMM5 
1 M2: This rapist must have some psychological problem, why would he find a male? 
Does he have a tendency to be a homosexual? 
2 Ml: I think he must be a homosexual otherwise he would not find males to have 
sexual intercourse 
3 M2: Not sexual intercourse it's sexual assault. 
4 Ml: Sexual assault. Or because he's a homosexual therefore it's hard to find 
someone like him. Therefore he has a strong sexual desire that is suppressed 
for a long time therefore he has to rape others in order to satisfy his desire 
5 M2: Yea 
It was the sexual element involved in the crime that made Ml and M2 think that the 
rapist was a homosexual. However, rape is not only a sex crime; it is also a violent crime. 
The attacker may simply want to exert his power over somebody. In turn 4，the subject 
said the attacker should find a partner, so that his sexual desire could be fulfilled. The 
participant further commented that perhaps it was difficult for the rapist to find a 
homosexual partner, and that was why his sexual desire had been suppressed for a long 
time (turn 4). Rape was seen as purely an act to satisfy one's sexual desire. From the 
above data, we can see that most of the participants doubted the sexuality and even the 
gender of the attacker. In fact, Groth and Burgess's (1980) study showed that only a 
minority of the attackers were homosexuals. To the rapists, neither gender nor age of the 
victim concerned them. However, in the data of this study, most participants concluded 
• 128 
that the offenders must be homosexuals. Groth and Burgess (1980) suggested that it was 
because "rape has been misconstrued as a sexually motivated crime" (p. 809). 
Besides the participants were doubting the sexuality of the rapist, they also questioned 
the sexuality of the victim. 
6.2.2.2. Male victims are construed as feminine 
In the following examples, we can see how participants collaborated in building a 
picture of a feminine man. Indeed, they were further implying that the man was a 
homosexual. 
In Example 45, we can see that the male victim was construed as feminine (turns 2 & 
3). ‘ 
Example 45 MFM6 
1 M: Yea/ and perhaps this male dresses sexily. 
2 F: Or perhaps that male is feminine 
3 M: Hm, it makes sense/ also 22-year-old single man does it mean that you know a 
normal 22-year-old guy would go on dating so does it mean if he is still single 
so maybe he is hmm how to say it a bit feminine 
The male victim was also described with phrases that were usually associated with 
women, such as "dresses sexily" (turn 1). In turn 3，the participant mentioned the cultural 
norm for people to date at around 22 years old. This comment revealed the societal 
expectation for people to date when they reach a certain age, and by dating, people refer 
to heterosexual courtship. If a person is still single at a certain age, there is a possibility 
that people would suspect the individual to be homosexual. Therefore, through the 
participants' interactions, the male was jointly construed as a homosexual. 
The participants in Example 46 were discussing if any features of the male victim's 
appearance and physicality could have possibly attracted the rapist. 
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Example 46 MFM8 
1 F: Yea yea/ and perhaps, that victim, you know he 's from a dance class= 
2 M: = so maybe his body figure is better 
3 F: Yes or perhaps he dances aerobic 
4 M: And so the body features is more distinctive 
5 F: And well, I don't know. I'm imagining what the passerby hears. I mean if I were 
the passerby what would I think it was happening at that time? Perhaps I heard a 
scream that sounds like a woman 's voice. 
6 M: haha 
The phrases "body feature is better" (turn 2)，and "body feature is more distinctive" (turn 
4) are usually used for describing a female body. Yet now they were used to describe a 
male's physique and physicality. Their comments implied that the male victim was less 
than a real man. Moreover, it seems that the participants projected a typical image of a 
female rape victim to the male rape victim. In turn 5, "perhaps I heard a scream that 
sounds like a woman's voice," this statement totally showed that the participant was 
having an image of female in rape instead of a male. Throughout turns 1-4, the 
participants were discussing if the fact that the victim attended dance class was related to 
his rape. Dancers have better body shape and have more distinctive body features; 
therefore, they are easier to be targeted. By projecting a stereotypical image of a female 
to the male victim, participants suggested that the victim was less than a male. A 
homosexual may often be seen as someone who is more feminine than a heterosexual 
male; therefore, the victim is construed to be homosexual. 
In the Example 47，the male asked the female participant if she had any prejudice 
against men who dance. 
Example 47 MFMl 
1 F: You mean the one who dances? 
2 M: Yea/ do you think a male who dances gives you some discriminating attitude? 
Would you think that he is some kind of manl 
3 F: Whoa then that is very discriminating. Just take a dance class so what? 
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4 M: No just ask how you think of it 
5 F: Haha you're like implying some thoughts to me. 
6 M: No, I mean this man loves pursuing beauty 
7 F: A feminine man. 
The female participant said it would be very discriminatory if she were biased against 
men who dance, and at this point, the male participant retreated and said he was simply 
asking. The question that the male student asked in fact revealed that he had to some 
extent considered males who danced "weird." This was confirmed later when he 
mentioned that he considered the male victim who danced as one who "loves pursuing 
beauty” (turn 6). Stereotypically society expects females to be the ones who pursue 
beauty but not males; therefore, saying that the male victim loves pursuing beauty was 
just another way to say that the victim was feminine or less than a male. 
The pair of participants from Example 48 even suggested that it was the male victim 
who wanted the intercourse. 
Example 48 MFM5 
1 F: If a man is behind you, um. 
2 M: And he's not even suspicious.‘ 
3 F: Perhaps he wanted it. However in the middle of it he realized he didn't want it so 
he screamed. 
The participants in this example suggested that the male victim wanted the intercourse 
(turn 3) because he was not suspicious even though he knew a man was walking behind 
him (turns 1 & 2). It was during the intercourse that he suddenly felt he did not want it, so 
he screamed and claimed that he was raped. The belief here is actually similar to the 
female rape myth - the victim is lying. Both beliefs suggested that the victim wanted the 
intercourse but cried "rape" afterwards. By doing so, the sympathy was taken away from 
the victim and was given to the rapist because he was the one who is innocent. Moreover, 
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by suggesting the victim wanted it, it implied that the victim was a homosexual who 
secretly enjoyed the intercourse but was trying to hide the pleasure. By doing so, his 
identity as a homosexual could be concealed. This thought stems from the negative 
stereotype of homosexuals, deviants who are commonly seen as engaging in casual same-
sex behavior in public areas (Anderson & Doherty, 2008). Thus, male rape is seen as just 
a common practice in the homosexual community. 
From the above, it can be seen that participants tended to think that the male victim 
was feminine. They projected the more commonly seen female rape conception to the 
male rape incident. They also focused on discussing the male victim's physicality and 
appearance. This illustrated that they thought rape was driven sexually and the 
appearance of the victim caused the crime. Paradoxically, sexiness and attractiveness 
were always features that were stereotypically associated with women. So by 
constructing male victims as feminine, as gay, or as wanting intercourse, the 
responsibility of the rape was shifted to the victim. 
6.2.2.3 Homophobia 
Homophobia refers to an attitude that discriminates against homosexuals (Merriam 
Webster). Connell (2005) went as far as to suggest that homophobia is a form of 
oppression to gay men and lesbians because in real social practices, they are exploited in 
terms of job opportunities and social rights; sometimes even their lives are threatened 
(Umansky & Plott, 2000). This kind of discrimination sets a social boundary between 
straight and gay people. What is considered as real masculinity is defined in terms of the 
distances and the differences from homosexuals. In the data, I found that some 
participants, both males and females, held homophobic attitudes. In particular, some male 
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participants were afraid to be identified as homosexual, as this indicated that they were 
not "real men." 
The Example 49 demonstrated how speakers avoided talking about homosexuality. 
Example 49 MFM 1 
1 F: You mean the one who dances? 
2 M: Yea/ do you think a male who dances gives you some discriminating attitude? 
Would you think that he is some kind of man? 
3 F: Whoa then that is very discriminating. Just take a dance class so what? 
In this example, the male participant avoided naming the victim as "gay." He just said 
that the victim might be "some kind of man" (turn 2). 
Similarly, participants in Example 50 tried to employ euphemism when referring to 
homosexuality. 
Example 50 FFM2 
1 F 1: Urn/ if he's single then she should find a partner real soon/ at least there're one 
more person to report to the police ‘ 
2 F 2: But that someone has to be able to protect him/ you know, he maybe that 
The participants in this example tried to refrain from explicitly mentioning the word gay 
or homosexual They use the word "that" (turn 2) to refer to the victim's sexuality. 
Example 51 was from the triangulation interview with the participant, which took 
place after the vignette discussion. . 
Example 51 MMMl 
1 Ml: We've thought of homosexual but we didn't talk about that. 
When I asked the two speakers what they thought about their discussion, Ml told me 
that the idea of homosexuality had occurred to him, but they did do not talk about it. This 
showed that he purposely held back from discussing the topic of homosexuality. 
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These three examples showed that participants avoided talking about homosexuality. 
It might be due to the cultural taboo of this matter, or they might have felt embarrassed. 
The two participants in Example 51 were brothers. Although they were siblings, males 
might not be used to talking about personal things, especially sexuality. 
In Example 52, the male participant was describing a piece of news that involved a 
young male teacher who had sexually molested a male student 
Example 52 MMF2 
1 M: Oh I remembered, a long time ago, I've read a passage, it's like... ok for 
example, just like me, of course in this case it's not me. There's a 10 something 
year old male who helped tutoring a boy, but then that male tutor assault that 
boy/ that is indecently molesting him, not as serious as rape/ but indeed there are 
males who are like that 
2 F: Of course 
3 M: But I'm not 
In the male speaker's description, he emphasized twice that he was different from the 
male who molested his student: "it's not me" (turn 1) and "but I'm not" (turn 3). By 
doing so, he highlighted his fear of being categorized as a homosexual. He tried to 
emphasize that he was different from the tutor who was probably gay. Through 
distancing himself from homosexuality and criticizing the gay tutor, he was building up 
his identity as a real man. 
6.2.2.4 Discussion 
The result showed that participants generally held the belief that rapists and victims 
are homosexuals. They doubted the sexuality of the rapist; a pair of dyads even doubted 
the gender of the rapist by suggesting that he might be a "shemale." The participants also 
considered the victim to be gay because they thought a normal man could not be forced to 
have sex. Thus, this victim had to be gay and the sex was probably consensual. From the 
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discourse, it was found that both males and females had homophobic attitudes. They 
avoided mentioning words such as gay and homosexual explicitly. They also refrained 
from talking about homosexuality. When they did talk about it, the male participant often 
emphasized that he was not a homosexual. 
丁he thought that rapists and victims are considered as homosexual was common in 
the data. This result acceded to previous research (Anderson & Doherty, 2008; Groth & 
Burgess, 1980; King, 1992). Kaufman et al. (1980) found that the reason why most male 
victims did not seek help was because they were afraid to be identified as homosexuals. 
This rape myth seemed to be deeply rooted, as after almost 30 years from Kaufman et 
al.，s study, participants in Hong Kong still considered most victims of male rapes were 
homosexuals. However, the fact is that most rapists and victims are not homosexuals 
(Groth & Burgess，1980; Lees, 1997; McMullen, 1990). Although there was one study 
that found that there were more homosexual rapists and victims in their sample (King, 
1992), it was biased because the researcher had recruited participants through a gay press. 
Actually the result about participants holding homophobic attitudes in Example 51 
was consistent with what was found in the analysis of the conversational practice of this 
dyad. This male dyad had exceptionally long pauses between turns, which appeared to 
suggest that the participants were embarrassed and uncomfortable in talking about the 
topic. In the triangulation session, the participants admitted that they tried to avoid 
discussing homosexuality on purpose. Therefore, it seemed that the two participants in 
this example had an anxiety in talking about homosexuality. 
An interesting finding in this section is that, on top of construing the rapist as a 
homosexual, some participants inferred that the rapist was from a lower social class. 
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There are no studies that have investigated in the relationship between social status and 
rape. It will be an interesting topic worth exploring. 
The following explores the last male rape myth: males are raped because they are 
weak. 
6.2.3 Rape myth 3: Males victims are weak 
Society has certain expectations for males and females. Females are expected to be 
beautiful, polite, elegant, and submissive; males are expected to be muscular, strong, 
brave, and aggressive. Gavey (2005) suggested that these societal expectations act as a 
scaffold for rape because society constructs a true man to be strong and tough, not to be 
subjugated by a rapist. Therefore, male victims of rapes are not seen true men; that is, 
they are less than men and they are weak. 
In the data, it could be found that the participants also perceived the male victim 
through the lens of hegemonic masculinity. 
6.2.3.1 Males should have the ability to resist 
Most of the participants were bewildered by the fact that a 22-year-old man could be 
raped. They thought that an adult man should have the ability to resist. 
In Example 53, participant F1 mentioned that "the victim is 22 years old" twice (turn 
1). 
Example 53 FFM2 
1 F 1: Let's begin our discussion/ this man is 22 years old and he cannot protect 
himself when something happens/ he 's 22 years old! 
2 F 2: Perhaps that attacker is really forceful?/ or it is an attack from nowhere 
3 F 1: Out of nowhere/ yea 
She was trying to emphasize the point that he was an adult in the prime of life; how could 
he possibly be raped? By stating this twice, she showed the extent of her disbelief. Yet, 
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her partner, F2, responded by offering two explanations. One was that the attacker maybe 
even stronger than the victim, and the other was that the attack was a sudden attack. 
Therefore, the victim did not have any awareness to avoid or fight in the attack (turn 2). 
F1 seemed to give in and accepted the explanations. 
A similar situation was found in Example 54, in which the male participant thinks 
that the rapist attacks the victim from behind so that the victim cannot fight back. 
Example 54 MFM6 
1 M: And I think 22 years old he should have the ability to protect himself. 
2 F: I don 't understand why a man could be attacked by another man 
3 M: Perhaps he attacked from the back. 
However, prior to what the male participant said, both the male and the female 
participants thought that the victim should have the ability to protect himself. Thus, it 
seemed that, despite knowing that the rape was out of the control of the victim, the male 
participant clung to his belief that the victim had the ability to fight against the rapist. 
Again，in Example 55, the subjects believed that the male victim should have the 
ability to defend himself. 
Example 55 FFM5 
1 F 1: It's just impossible many things don't make sense here/ a 22-year-old man is 
already hard to be raped isn't it! is it that because he's single and that he 
eagers for love that's why he had hallucination from schizophrenia? 
2 F 2: So you think a 22-year-old should have the ability to defend himself 
3 F 1: I think he has the ability otherwise this passage will tell us that he's 
handicapped 
4 F 2: Um 
5 F 1: Because I think a 22-year-old man is being raped is impossible 
6 F 2: Because he has the ability to defend himself 
As participants thought the male victim should have been able to protect himself, they 
found male rapes "don't make sense" (turn 1) and are "impossible" (turn 6). They 
thought that if a grown up male could not resist an attack as such, then he must either be 
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suffering from a mental disorder or be handicapped. This thought revealed the hegemonic 
notion of masculinity; any normal adult male should be strong, aggressive, and brave, 
able to defend and protect himself. Once an individual became vulnerable or was 
defeated, then he was perceived as less than a male or even less than a normal healthy 
human being (therefore he is handicapped). 
It can be seen that the participants held certain expectations for each gender. Males 
were strong and could not be defeated while females were weak and had to be protected. 
Thus, if a male were raped, he violated society's expectation and was not considered as a 
real man. 
6.2.3.2 Male victims should be of young age 
As people believe that males who are grown up should have the ability to defend 
themselves, many people might think that only males who are minors can be raped. 
In Example 56, the two female participants were discussing how the depicted rape 
did not make sense. 
Example 56 FFM5 
1 F 2: So you basically think a man being raped doesn 't make sense 
2 F 1: No no it depends but this man is 22-year-old 
3 F 2: He can still be rape 
4 F 1: He's very old. 
5 F 2: Well I think if male are raped they 're usually children 
6 F 1: Yes that's why I think it's weird 
The participants suggested that the victim was "very old" (turn 4) compared to the normal 
age of a male victim. Male rape could only occur to boys because the speakers thought 
that males who were raped should be weak, and a male child would fit into that category 
of the weak. That was why the participants concluded that the depicted male rape case 
was "weird" (turn 6). 
‘ 138 
Similarly, in Example 57, the following participants thought that the victim of male 
rape should be boys because they were weak. 
Example 57 MFM8 
1 F: Urn urn/ and also usually men who are raped are usually in the weak role, such 
as children, but he ’s in the prime of his life. Yet he is still dragged and raped 
2 M: Um, when you say children you mean he acts in a childish way? 
3 F: No I mean like Michael Jackson had sexually molested a child, I mean real child 
In this example, the participant suggested that male victims were always "in the weak 
role’，(turn 1); therefore, the victims should be either female or boys, who are considered 
as weak and vulnerable. The female participant further gave support to her idea by 
bringing up the Michael Jackson case (turn 3). 
It seems that, to the participants, rape victims were categorized as vulnerable and 
helpless and children and females fit this category. Likewise, young boys would be 
logical to be male rape victims, but not adult men. 
6.2.3.3. Discussion 
The results revealed that participants considered male rape could only happen to 
vulnerable men or boys because a victim was often categorized as weak; therefore, if a 
person was a genuine victim of rape, he must also be weak. If the victim were an adult, 
he must be vulnerable (e.g., handicapped, mentally challenged); otherwise, he must be a 
minor. Actually, this rape myth has some overlaps with the myth the victim is a 
homosexual. Since vulnerable is usually a word which is associated with femininity, a 
vulnerable man is often thought of as homosexual. Indeed, both a vulnerable man and gay 
man are considered as less than a man. 
This result matched what Anderson and Doherty (2008) found. In their research, they 
found that participants also described male victims as "vulnerable." They suggested the 
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prevalence of the myth male victims are weak implied that "the rape of normative 
masculine body is simply not possible" (p. 104). Participants tended to explain the 
occurrence of male rapes by stating that it was the problem of the male that caused the 
rape (i.e., he is a homosexual, or he is weak). It was suggested that only these males who 
were construed as "less masculine" could possibly be the targets of male rapes. Indeed, 
Isely and Gehrenbeck-Shim (1997) found that the majority of male assaults happen to 
males aged between 16-30. The seemingly low rate of adult male assaults could be due to 
the stigmatization of the victims; they were often seen as either homosexual or vulnerable 
men, often self-censoring and refraining from reporting the rapes (Groth & Burgess, 
1980). 
6.3 Summary 
From the data, it could be seen that the participants tended to attribute less blame to 
male victims compared to female victims because they did not expect a male to be raped. 
In addition, participants attributed less blame to victims for not being alert to the 
surrounding. However, because society does not expect an adult male to be a target of 
rape, if he were indeed raped, then it might be hard for the male victim to disclose and 
report the crime. Society expects males to be strong and to be able to defend themselves 
in times of crisis. This hegemonic notion of masculinity was quite widespread in the data 
in this study. A male being raped violated participants' expectations of a hegemonic male; 
most participants found the male rape vignette unconvincing and unbelievable. Also, the 
participants thought only boys, not adult men, would be raped, because children were 
vulnerable and weak, and this criterion fitted the role of a genuine victim. 
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Participants also thought that male rape victims and attackers were homosexuals. 
Most of the participants suggested that if the attacker did not have sexual interests toward 
males，he would not choose a male to rape. This showed that the notion that rape is a 
crime motivated by sexual desire was deeply rooted. It was also found in the students' 
discussion that some of them tried not to use the words gay or homosexual in their 
discussion of homosexuality. 
Lastly, it was found that the rape myth, males are raped because they are weak, was 
quite common. Most students thought that the victim should be a very weak male because 
an adult male could not be easily attacked by another man. Also, most participants 
considered male rape victims be either handicapped, or mentally challenged, or of a 
young age because then they fit the role of victim. 
In the next chapter, I will discuss the conceptual metaphors used by the participants in 
their conversations of female and male rape. 
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Chapter 7 
Results and discussion: Metaphors in rape talk 
7.1 Introduction 
This chapter will answer the last research question — What metaphors do the dyads 
use when discussing rape? — by dealing with the conceptual metaphors that were used 
by the dyads in their conversations of the female and male rape vignettes. Through the 
analysis of their use of conceptual metaphors, participants' attitudes and perceptions 
regarding rape, gender, and sexuality will be explored. 
7.2 Metaphors 
Metaphor has two levels, one is the linguistic level, and the other is the conceptual 
level. Metaphor focusing on the linguistic level refers to a rhetorical device, the 
visible public expression of an idea. At the conceptual level, metaphor refers to the 
cognitive or mental representation of an idea. Metaphor is abundant in our daily 
language. It is a way to describe one concept in terms of another. Metaphor helps 
people to comprehend difficult and distant concepts in a simpler and familiar way. 
Usually the concept being described is an abstract idea, and the thing used to describe 
it is a more concrete and a more familiar entity. For a metaphor to be effective, the 
abstract concept and concrete entity must share something similar. For example, the 
sentence "their relationship is on rocks” and "we are at a crossroad' actually employs 
the conceptual metaphor LOVE IS A JOURNEY. The concepts love and journey are ‘ 
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similar in the sense that lovers are comparable to travelers, and difficulties are 
compared to obstacles. However, metaphors have limitations, too. By linking familiar 
concepts to foreign concepts, we limit our understanding to the new concepts within 
the old concepts. 
Metaphors consist of the source domain and the target domain. The source domain 
is the familiar concept that one draws metaphorical reference upon while the target 
domain is the distant concept that one tries to comprehend. Again, take the conceptual 
metaphor LOVE IS A JOURNEY as an example; LOVE is the target domain, the foreign 
and abstract idea, and JOURNEY is the source domain, the familiar and concrete idea. 
In this study, the target domains - the rape, the victim, and the rapist - are of 
particular interest. In fact, metaphor reveals people's underlying line of thought. 
Therefore, analyzing how rapes are talked about metaphorically can provide a way to 
better understand the participants' discussions of rape myths. 
The following will present the conceptual metaphors that were found in the data. 
7.2.1 Female rape is science; male rape is supernatural 
In the discussion of female and male rape, participants used different source 
domains to describe the rape - the SCIENCE source domain was used for female rape 
and the SUPERNATURAL domain was used for male rape. Table 9 shows some examples 




Examples of the Conceptual Metaphor 一 FEMALE RAPE IS SCIENCE 
Dyad ID FEMALE RAPE IS SCIENCE 
FFF3 But this is only to alleviate the symptoms of illness, not performing a 
radical cure. 
Cm't prevent it.(防不勝防 lor 其實） 
FFF6 So the first thing we discussed about is that there're some precaution that 
girls can done. 
MFF4 But I think this is just a very factual thing. What can we talk about? 
There're many possibilities. 
MMF4 So by single then it reduces the chances of murder due to revenge. 
MFF9 The possibility that the female accuse falsely of that attacker is low. 
MMF10 Their chances of being caught would be higher too. 
When one mentions science, one would associate it with predictability and 
measurability. Thus, by using SCIENCE as the source domain for describing female 
rape，the participants were suggesting that female rape was "mathematically 
predictable, and as knowable and describable in objective terms" (Anderson & 
Doherty, 2008, p. 112). As the SCIENCE metaphorical domain constructed female rape 
as predictable, the female victim was then seen as failing to predict the risk. Thus, 
blame was directed at the victim, for her poor risk assessment. ‘ 
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In contrast, male rape was described in terms of the SUPERNATURAL source 
domain (see Table 10). 
Table 10 
Examples of the Conceptual Metaphor - MALE RAPE IS SUPERNATURAL 
Dyads ID MALE RAPE IS SUPERNATURAL 
FFMl Also out of imagination (意想、不到 lor) because you know a man walks I 
mean if a woman walks alone and there's a man behind her she'll be 
afraid 
FFM2 It is unexpected (事出突然)，yea, therefore he can't 
FFM7 I mean even on campus a rape incident as extraordinary [不可/思言義]as 
this can happen. I think it's very terrible. 
MFM2 I think this is a really special (好特殊）case 
MFM3 Oh yea it's illogical 
MFM4 This piece of news is ridiculous 
MFM6 I think it's really terrible (恐怖） 
I think this is a mystery (謎) 
MFM8 It's very scary 
MMM4 I feel that this incident is a bit... exaggerated, that is unbelievable 
MMM5 I can ’t imagine that there's a moment that male would be raped. 
« 
145 
The concept SUPERNATURAL, as opposed to SCIENCE, is unpredictable, unexpected, 
and out of control. Since supernatural incidents could not be foreseen, male rape was 
considered as something that could not be prevented. Thus, a male victim should 
receive less blame compared to a female victim. 
The following will discuss the source domains used for talking about the rapist. 
7.2.2 The rapist is a wolf; rape is preying; the victim is prey 
In the participants' discussion of rape, the source category ANIMAL was used -
the act of rape was compared to the act of hunting animals, with the rapist as the 
predator, the victim as prey, and the action of rape as p r e y i n g . ‘ 
Table 11 
Examples of the Source Domain - ANIMAL -
Dyad ID RAPE IS PREYING 
MFF4 What but he actually pounce on her it seems. 
He lurks in the shadow and once the girl passes by he attacks her. 
FFM2 He purposely and thoughtfully hides in a place, and then throws himself 
on him (深謀遠慮柑lim埋跟住撲出黎） 
FFM3 Maybe the man deliberately pounces on him. 
I 
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Table 11 (continued) 
Dyad ID THE VICTIM IS PREY 
MMF10 He would just be on the street and just randomly find a prey. Maybe he 
will randomly find a prey in various different situations. 
If I choose a prey, if I just target a person, then I need to spend a lot of 
time following that target. 
Dyad ID THE RAPIST IS A PREDATOR 
FFF3 Take this chance to think of how to avoid wolf. (口甘緊係乘機診下自己 
防狼） 
MMF1 Well set up some courses to teach them how to have a higher awareness 
of safety and teach them some strategies to avoid wo//.(防狼挪f) 
The conceptual metaphor that the participants used in describing the rape incident 
was RAPE IS PREYING. Words that the participants used which were related to PREYING 
include "lurk" and "throw himself on him." These expressions described the action -
the rapist fetching the victim. Given the violence and cruel nature of grabbing prey 
and lurking, these descriptions suggested that participants considered rape as 
animalistic involving the action of looking for prey. 
Moreover, the victim was mapped to the source domain PREY through the 
conceptual metaphor THE VICTIM IS A PREY. In doing so, the features of prey — helpless 
) 
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and weak - are projected to the rape victim. The use of this conceptual metaphor 
matched with how participants view victims. In particular, this explained why a male 
who was raped was often seen as weak (see section 6.2.3) and even as someone "less 
than a man." 
For describing the rapist, the conceptual metaphor THE RAPIST IS A PREDATOR was 
used. In particular, " w o l f was mentioned. "Wol f in Cantonese often carries 
derogative meanings such as cruelty and greed. Therefore, Cantonese phrases with the 
word " w o l f are usually used to describe a person who is despicable, selfish, and 
pitiless. The term “色狼"(morpheme-to-morpheme translated as "colour-wolf) was 
mentioned several times by participants in this study to refer to the rapist. In general, this term 
can mean someone who is a sexual maniac，a pervert, or simply someone who is mean 
and base. Also, the word " w o l f is always a name for men with strong evil desire. For 
example, the term “犲狼” is used to describe people who have a strong desire for 
something. The term “色狼” is used to describe people with strong desire for sex. A 
wolf is always seen as hungry and cunning and is always on the look out for food. 
Thus, through describing the rapist by introducing the conceptual metaphor THE 
RAPIST IS A PREDATOR, the characteristics of a wolf (hungry, cunning, and always 
hunting for food) were mapped to the characteristics of the rapist, who was hungry for 
sex, evil, and constantly on the prowl for women to fulfill his sexual desire. It is 
J 
• 148 
believed that such mapping reflects how the concept RAPIST is represented in people's 
minds (Gibbs et al., 1997). In fact, a "real" man is socially constructed to be someone 
with enormous sexual desire which cannot be controlled once aroused (Jackson, 1987; 
Nicolson, 1994). Thus, the use of conceptual metaphor 一 THE RAPIST IS A PREDATOR -
matches the cultural construction of masculinity. 
The following two conceptual metaphors were found in the data but not in the 
results of Anderson and Doherty (2008). 
7.2.3 The act of rape is holding in the hand 
The source domain HAND was used to describe the process of rape in both the 
female and male rape (see Table 12). 
Table 12 Examples of the Source Domain - HAND 
The incident 
Dyad ID Source domain: Hand 
FFF7 And at that moment he needed sex, and he saw a pretty university student 
and therefore he reaching down to get something (落手) 
MMF5 Grab some girls to be his targets 
MMF 10 Then he will follow her and when the time is right he will reaching down 
to get something (落手) .She may not be someone he knows but he will 
target a person before he did anything. 
� 
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Table 12 (continued) 
The incident 
Dyad ID Source domain: Hand 
MFM3 How can he even reach down to get something (簽口吾落手) 
MFM2 A boy found his classmate to help tutoring his brother, at the end, that 
classmate mix (攪)his brother. 
MFM8 It's so embarrassing, that he is mixed (攪）by a male! 
MMM7 How come a man would be mixed (攪）by a man 
In the data, it was found that the act of rape was often describing with the word 
hand. A Korean study by Hyun and Yeon (2007) researched the source domain HAND. 
The investigators proposed several conceptual metaphors involved in the source 
domain HAND, e.g., HOLDING IN THE HANDS IS POSSESSION and HOLDING IN THE HANDS 
IS CONTROL. Both these conceptual metaphors seem applicable to the data in this study. 
In the data, the act of raping was often described.as "reaching down to get something" 
(落手)，with the rapists “take,” "grab," and even "mix"(攪）with the victims. All 
these were related to how the rapist used his hands to do something. "Get," "take," 
and "grab" all involve the action of holding the hands tight, and "mix" involves the 
action of holding a stick to stir something. In particular, the word "mix" has a radical 
hand, and it carries a range of meaning in Cantonese from meddling in something 
t • 
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(e.g.,唔好攬事）to harassing women (e.g. ,攪女人) .Nonetheless, all of the words 
are related to holding something in the hand. Thus, the conceptual metaphors -
HOLDING IN THE HANDS IS POSSESSION and HOLDING IN THE HANDS IS CONTROL-
constructed the rapists as the one who possessed the victims, and control the victims. 
7.2.4 Rape is war 
Although there were fewer examples of the conceptual metaphor，RAPE IS WAR, it 
is still worth mentioning (see Table 13). 
Table 13 
Examples of the Source Domain - WAR 
Dyad ID SEXUAL INTERCOURSE IS ATTACK 
MFM2 Have a wild war (打野戰） 
MMF10 Well planned and has a specific target. 
Dyad ID IMPREGNATION IS SHOOTING 
MMF5 Fired a cannon (開左炮） 
Dyad ID SEX ORGANS ARE WEAPONS 
MMF5 Fired a cannon (開左炮） 
When one talks about war, one thinks of attack and defense, winning and losing. It 
can be seen that, when the source domain WAR was used in the data, words such as "a 
target" and "fired a cannon" were used for the description of female rape while the 
phrase "wild war" was used for male rape. 
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Both the conceptual metaphors IMPREGNATION IS SHOOTING and SEX ORGANS ARE 
WEAPON were triggered in the phrase "fired a cannon." The penis was described as the 
weapon, the cannon; the action of fire was used for describing the process of which 
the rapist ejaculated inside the victim. 
The conceptual metaphor SEXUAL INTERCOURSE IS ATTACK was used for both the 
description of female and male rape. The rapists were the ones who attacked, and the 
female rape victim was being positioned on the defense side that lost (being a "target" 
to be "fired" upon by a "cannon"). On the other hand, the phrase "have a wild war," 
which was used for the description of male rape, did not have an implication of 
winning or losing. Thus, it seems that when the victim was a male, he was positioned 
as having the ability to be on a par with the rapist, in contrast to the female victim 
who was defeated. This actually reflects the gender stereotype of men - males should 
be strong and tough and able to defend themselves. 
7.3 Discussion 
Unlike the analysis of rape myths, which dealt with the dyadic differences, the 
analysis of metaphors did not involve dyadic difference analysis. Nonetheless, in the 
study, there were no salient differences in how different dyads employed conceptual 
metaphors in their conversations. 
I 
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What was found in the data is that female rape was construed as science while 
male rape was construed as supernatural. As female rape was scientific, it was 
predictable and measurable. Therefore, getting raped was the consequence of failing 
on the part of the victims in foreseeing the risk. On the other hand, as male rape was 
supernatural, it was unpredictable and unexpected. Hence, male victims were 
attributed less blame because being raped was not perceived as their fault. 
The result that male victims received less blame was consistent throughout this 
study. In section 4.4.2, the frequency of the rape myth the victim is blamed of both 
female rape and male rape was compared. It can be seen from Table 14 that male 
victims were considered to be less responsible for the rape by all the three 
combination of dyads. In particular, male-male dyads blamed the male victims least. 
Also, in section 4.4.3.2, in terms of the conversational dynamic of male-male dyads, 
the rapid shift of topics and the long pauses between turns indicated the dyads' 
discomfort in discussing male rapes. 
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Table 14 
Comparison of the Frequency of Rape Myths in the Discussion of Female and Male rapes 
Rape type 
F M F M F M F M 
Rape myths F-F F-F M-F M-F M-M M-M Total Total 
1. victim is 








damage 0 % 0 % 0 % 12.5% 12.5% 0 % ‘ 4 .2% 4.17% 
resulted 
4. the victim 
. u � 100% 50% 75% 37.50% 87.5% 37 .5% 87 .5% 41.7% 
IS blamed ‘ 
Total 34 .4% 2 5 % 34 .4% 28.1% 37 .5% 12.5% 
Lastly, in section 4.6.1.2., I discussed why male victims would tend to receive less 
blame in accordance to what the participants discussed. It is because males were never 
expected to be aware of their surroundings when they were in public, as males were 
assumed to be safe at all times. Therefore，a potential danger, such as a rape, would be 
beyond men's expectations. Hence, it was not surprising that participants accessed the 
SUPERNATURAL source domain in the discussion of male rapes to indicate its 
unexpectedness, rendering the thought, blaming the male victim less, to be logical. 
The result of this study also matched Anderson and Doherty's (2008) findings. 
The SCIENCE and SUPERNATURAL source domains were also used for describing female 
and male rape respectively. In particular, the words participants used to describe 
female rape in the two studies are also strikingly similar: participants in this study ‘ 
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used words such as "chances," "possibilities," "prevent" and "cure" while participants 
in Anderson and Doherty's (2008) study used words such as "chances," "probability," 
and "prevention better than cure." 
What is interesting about the conceptual metaphor FEMALE RAPE IS SCIENCE is that 
the metaphor has reversed our normative view of femininity and masculinity - men 
are always perceived as scientific while women are stereotypically seen as irrational. 
However, in the conceptual metaphor FEMALE RAPE IS SCIENCE, female rape was 
construed as scientific and predictable; therefore, the female victim was positioned as 
the active agent who was expected to act rationally and be able to analyze the risk and 
adopt preventive measures accordingly (Anderson & Doherty，2008). This contrasted 
with previous research about sexual relationships and discourse in which males were 
construed as agents while females were construed as objects (Adams et al., 1995; 
Weatherall & Walton, 1999). 
The fact that the participants described rape, drawing inferences from the source 
domain category ANIMAL, was consistent with Weatherall and Walton's (1999) 
research. In their research, they studied people's use of metaphor about sex. They 
found that the ANIMAL source domain was quite commonly drawn upon. Moreover, 
sex acts were always described as animal behaviors. However, in this research, 
participants not only suggested that the sex was an animal behavior, but they were 
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also more specific in that they described the sexual experience as an act of hunting. 
Perhaps, this has to do with the difference between the two studies. Weatherall and 
Walton's research (1999) focused on normative sexual experience while this study 
dealt with non-consensual sexual intercourse. Therefore, the act of hunting could 
better describe the non-consensual feature of the intercourse. Nonetheless, 
Emanatian's (1995) study also found that sex and lust were always conceptualized in 
terms of the source domains HUNTING. He suggested that the ontological similarities 
between the two domains - sex and hunting - motivated the use of the SEX is HUNTING 
conceptual metaphor. For example, a predator used physical force to obtain the prey, 
just like a male resorts to physical force for having sex with a woman (in which the 
extreme form is rape). In addition, the goal for hunting was for satisfaction, which 
was the same for the goal of sex (and rape). Moreover, in the conceptual metaphor 
category SEX is HUNTING, the metaphor THE VICTIM IS A PREY was also consistent to 
Baker's (1981) analysis that suggested that females were always described as animals 
that are for man's use or for man's sport - for hunting. 
The conceptual metaphor that THE RAPIST IS A PREDATOR was slightly different 
from Anderson and Doherty's (2008) result. In this study, the WOLF source domain 
was used to describe the rapists in female rapes in particular. On the other hand, in 
Anderson and Doherty's (2008) work, the MONSTER/FIEND source domain was used 
I 
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for describing the rapist in the female rape. Albeit different source domains were used 
for describing the rapist, they had some similarities. Both the source domains WOLF 
and MONSTER were subhuman creatures, with behaviors that could not be explained in 
terms of human moral standard (Anderson & Doherty，2008). By implication, 
although what the rapist did was construed as wrong, he was not culpable for his 
action because he could not be judged using the same standards used to judge humans. 
Moreover, in section 5.2.4.1,1 mentioned that the participants conjured up a picture of 
rape as dark and remote. The construction of such a background actually made the 
appearance of the wolf or monster logical. Thus, once again, the responsibility of rape 
was diverted to the victims; they failed to avoid places where the wolf or monster 
appears. Therefore, they had to bear the consequence - being raped. 
A novel conceptual metaphor was used in this study to describe rape - RAPE IS 
HOLDING IN THE HAND. It was not discussed in previous research. The use of these two 
metaphors reflected the perception of rape. As HOLDING IN THE HAND denotes 
possessing of power and control, this metaphor positioned the rapist to be dominant. 
The use of the source domain WAR involves winning and losing. When the 
metaphor RAPE IS WAR was used in the discussion of female rape, the female victim 
was portrayed as defeated. In contrast, when it was used in connection with male rape, 
the male victim was seen as having the ability to fight with the rapist; no winning or 
« 
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losing was implied. Weatherall and Walton (1999) also found that WAR was a common 
source domain for sexuality. Like the findings of this study, they found that the 
impregnation was seen as shooting, and the sex organs were seen as weapons. They 
suggested the use of the WAR domain is "more reflective of male than female 
experience and it supports a male dominance" (P. 495). Indeed, in the data of this study, 
all of the sentences using this conceptual metaphor were uttered by males. Weatherall 
and Walton (1999) also mentioned that women had different purposes when they 
employed this metaphor to talk about sex. Yet, there was no relevant data to support or 
refute this claim. 
7.3 Summary 
In this chapter, how participants described rape in terms of several conceptual 
metaphors was discussed. The major difference between the conceptual metaphors 
used for female rape and male rape were FEMALE RAPE IS SCIENCE while MALE RAPE IS 
SUPERNATURAL. Science implies predictability. As a result, mapping female rape with 
science suggested female rape was predictable. In contrast, supernatural implied 
unpredictability. Therefore linking male rape with the supernatural suggested that 
male rape was unavoidable. 
Some conceptual metaphors were common in both the discussion of female and 
male rape: RAPING IS HOLDING IN THE HAND, RAPIST IS A WOLF, RAPING IS PREYING, and 
RAPE IS WAR. Holding in the hand suggested controlling and possessive b e h a v i o r s ; ‘ 
f 
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thus, describing the act of rape as such suggested the rapist controlled and possessed 
the victim. Describing the rapist as a wolf suggested that the rapist was constantly 
looking for food (aka the victim) in order to fulfill his enormous sexual desire. 
Describing the victim as prey suggested that the whole process of rape was indeed as 
cruel and violent as in the animal world. The RAPE is WAR metaphor actually 
suggested that male victims had the ability to defend while female victims would lose 
their battle. 
Understanding these conceptual metaphors is important, as they provide us with a 




8. 1 Introduction 
This study has examined The Chinese University of Hong Kong undergraduates' 
perceptions of rape through the analysis of their conversational practice. This chapter will 
answer the research questions stated in Chapter 3, based on the findings and analysis 
discussed in Chapter 4 to 7. The implications of this study will also be outlined. The 
limitations of the present study and suggestions for further research will also be discussed. 
8. 2 Summary 
8. 2 .1 How do Hong Kong students of mixed- and same-sex dyads talk about rape? 
The present study has looked into both female and male rape, and in particular, has 
focused on rape myths. There are four general rape myths: {\)the victim is lying, (2) the 
intercourse was consensual, (3) no damage was done to the victim, and (4) the victim is 
blamed. They are applicable to both female and male rapes. However, there are three 
more rape myths that are only suitable for discussing male rapes. They are: (1) outside of 
prisons, male rape is impossible, (2) the rapist and the victim are homosexual, and (3) 
males who are raped are weak. 
The extensiveness of the rape myths has been addressed. The data show that rape 
myths are prevalent among participants. Among the four rape myths, the victim is lying 
was mentioned fairly frequently. The intercourse was consensual and no damage resulted 
were the least mentioned. They were brought up only a few times while the victim is 
blamed was mentioned most frequently in both the female and male rape. 
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For female rape, the frequencies of all the rape myths were evenly distributed among 
mixed- and same-sex dyads. However, contrary to expectations that female participants 
would blame the female victim less (or the male participants would blame the female 
victim more), the results indicated that all three types of dyads blamed the females to the 
same extent. Although some research also found that there were no gender differences 
regarding blaming the female victim, further research is needed. 
For male rape, there are three extra rape myths that exclusively apply to male rape 
victims. How often these three male rape myths were mentioned by participants did not 
differ much between mixed- and same-sex dyads. However, for the general rape myths 
(those rape myths that apply to both female and male rape), there was a significant 
difference: male-male dyads infrequently mentioned the four general rape myths. 
Apparently the male-male dyads considered the general rape myths as less relevant to 
male rape and less applicable to male victims. 
A reason for the low frequency could be males were simply not comfortable in talking 
about male rape. In their conversational practice, male-male dyads had many pauses and 
long silences in between each turn. This suggested that they felt embarrassed to talk 
about male rape. Some male participants, even though they had mentioned some of the 
rape myths, they quickly changed the topic. It seemed that male rape was more of a shock 
to male-male dyads than to either mixed-sex dyads or female-female dyads. It is probably 
because males could relate to the male victim, and hence they showed more sympathy 
toward the victim. They tried not to judge and blame the victim as harshly as they would 
in a female rape case. 
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The rape myth the victim is blamed vms the most frequently mentioned myth in both 
female and male rape. However, comparing the two rapes, this rape myth was much less 
frequently mentioned in the discussion of male rape. That is, the male victim was held 
less culpable compare to the female rape victim. The following three reasons were 
proposed for such a phenomenon: 
1. Male rape is seen as rare because female rape is still taken as the predominate 
form of rape. As male rape is something out of the expectation of society, males 
who are raped receive more sympathy and less blame. 
2. The public sphere is different for males and females (Griffin, 1971). The public is 
always conceived as dangerous for females while there are no such concerns for 
males. Males are not expected to be wary of the possibility of being raped. 
Therefore, when they are raped, they may be rendered with less blame. 
3. Males' sexuality is seen as something that cannot be controlled once aroused. The 
responsibility for keeping males' sexual urges in check falls on women. If a 
female is raped, then it is her fault because she has seduced the man unwittingly 
and aroused him. Female victims are usually blamed more when compared to 
male victims. 
8.2.2 How are rape myths constructed through conversations of dyads about female 
and male rape? 
The discussion of female rape mainly focused on the four general rape myths. It was 
found that the first rape myth the victim is lying was prevalent among the participants. 
Some participants thought that women were evil; therefore, female victims would falsely 
accuse the perpetrators of rape in order to achieve their goals (for example, to hide an 
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affair outside of marriage). Moreover, some participants thought that the victim lied 
because she fantasized about rape. They even took the claim as far as to suggest that 
some women would take pride in being sexually assaulted (as an indication of sexual 
attractiveness). These two thoughts gave support to the myth about women like to lie 
about rape. The participants considered rape as an easy accusation. Yet, there was an 
opposite idea that was common among the participants. They thought victims were 
ashamed of the fact that they were raped. Victims would not tell anyone about the rape 
because they were embarrassed and they suffered great emotional trauma from the rape. 
Buddies and Miller (2001) suggested two reasons for the existence of two contradicting 
ideas: 
1. It is simply okay for people to hold two contradictory beliefs. 
2. The thought that victims suffer great trauma from rape and therefore they do not 
want to let anyone know about it is another unexplored rape myth. If a victim's 
behaviors show that she is greatly affected by rape, then she would get more 
sympathy and trust. Therefore, a victim must display some negative emotions up 
to a certain level in order to be trusted. 
The result in this study agreed with Burt's (1980) proposition concerning the reasons 
behind rape myths. The only different finding was the two coexisting yet opposite 
thoughts: rape victims lie about rape as it is an easy accusation, verses rape victims do 
not want disclose that they have been raped. 
For the second rape myth, the intercourse was consensual, participants tended to 
believe that the intercourse was consensual if there were no signs of marked resistance on 
the victims (e.g., bruises and wounds). Also, a woman's refusal to sex was always taken 
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as a "game" before actual intercourse between a man and a woman. Therefore, when a 
real refusal was intended, the male may have misinterpreted it. Thus, intercourse may be 
seen as consensual on the part of the male, but as rape on the part of the female. 
Only a small number of participants mentioned the rape myth no damage was done to 
the victim. Participants thought that females who were raped were dirty. A participant 
even considered that if a woman were open to sex (e.g., a dissolute woman), then she 
deserved to be raped. Despite the fact that this rape myth was not frequently mentioned in 
this study, this rape myth has always been identified in rape research in Hong Kong 
(Cheng & Chung, 1982; Ng & Wong，2002; Law, 2004). 
丁he rape myth, the victim is blamed, was the most frequently and widely mentioned 
rape myth. Many of the participants thought that the victim was responsible for his or her 
own rape. Some of the undergraduates even thought that the school (where the rape took 
place) and society should also bear some responsibility. Only a few of them suggested 
that the rapist had to take responsibility for the rape. There are several reasons why 
participants tended to blame the victims but not the rapists: 
1. Similar to the finding of Anderson and Doherty (2008), the participants imagined 
the path the victim was walking on to be dark and remote. The public sphere was 
construed as dangerous for females (Griffin, 1971). Females were therefore 
expected to be alert of the surroundings in public. Rape was seen as a 
consequence of their failure to be alert. As a result, victims were blamed. 
2. Participants wanted to maintain the thought that “good things happen to good 
people and bad things happen to bad people." By attributing fault to the victims, 
victims were construed as "bad" people. As long as the participants did not do 
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anything as "stupid" as what the victims did, then they would not be raped 
because they were "good" people. 
Some unexpected results were found. The first one was that ugly women were blamed 
less because they would have a lower expectation of themselves being raped. Thus, 
unattractive women's sense of danger would be lower than that of beautiful women. The 
second one was that, according to some male participants, there was nothing unusual 
about a female taking a short cut on campus and not being suspicious about a male 
walking behind her. This notion is contradictory to what Anderson and Doherty (2008) 
found. I propose the reason to be that, 9:30 p.m., the time of the rape depicted in the 
vignette was not considered as late in Hong Kong. Also, males might have a different 
sense of danger to females (Griffin, 1971); therefore, the male participants might not be 
able to put themselves in the shoes of the female victim. 
For the discussion of male rapes, the focus was on analyzing the male rape myths. The 
first rape myth, outside of prisons, male rape cannot happen, suggested that male rape 
rarely, if ever, happens. Many of the participants considered male rape unbelievable and 
strange. They thought male rape was extraordinary while female rape was common. Thus, 
if males were raped, they thought the males were relatively blameless. This result 
confirmed what was found in previous research (McCaul et al., 1990; Schneider, Soh-
Chiew Ee，& Aronson，1994; Perrot & Webber，1996; Anderson & Doherty, 2008). 
Many participants mentioned the second male rape myth: rapists and victims are 
homosexual Many participants described the male victims using words and phrases that 
are usually associated with females. They thought that the victims must be homosexual or 
have something feminine that attracted the rapists. In addition, some participants were 
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homophobic. They purposely avoided using words such as gay or homosexuality. A male 
participant even distanced himself from being identified as homosexual by emphasizing 
that he was different from the rapist several times. The sexuality of the rapist was also 
questioned. The rapist was usually considered as a homosexual or even a person who was 
transgendered. Participants thought that rapists and victims were homosexual because 
rape was construed as a sexually motivated crime. The thought that the rapist committed 
the crime in order to satisfy his sexual demand was common in the study. 
The prevalence of the myth that the rapist and victim are homosexual also agreed with 
previous research (Groth & Burgess, 1980; King, 1992; Anderson & Doherty, 2008). 
However, there was an interesting finding in this study. In addition to considering the 
rapist as gay, participants also suggested that the rapist was from a lower social class. 
丁he last male rape myth is males who are raped are weak. It was quite frequently 
mentioned as well. In the hegemonic notion of masculinity, males are expected to be 
tough and independent. Therefore, a male should be able to resist the rape. A raped male, 
i.e.，a defeated male, reverses the hegemonic view of masculinity. Many participants 
would think that the male victim is really weak, because he could not display what a real 
man should possess — the ability to defend himself. Also, many participants thought that 
male rape victims should be of a young age, but not 22 years old as described in the 
vignette. 
8. 2. 3 What metaphors do the dyads use when discussing rape? 
This study analyzed the conceptual metaphors used by the participants in their 
conversations. There was a major difference in how participants described female and 
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male rape in terms of conceptual metaphors. The SCIENCE source domain was used for 
female rapes while the SUPERNATURAL source domain was used for male rapes. This 
finding actually confirmed what Anderson and Doherty (2008) found. Science is 
something that is predictable and can be calculated. By linking female rape to science, it 
suggested that female rape was also something that could be predicted and prevented as 
the risk could be calculated. On the contrary, something supernatural was considered to 
be something out of expectation, something that could not be explained or foreseen. 
Therefore, associating male rape to the supernatural suggested that participants 
considered male rape as something that could be neither anticipated nor avoided. 
There were some other conceptual metaphors that were not found in Anderson and 
Doherty (2008) but f o u n d in th is s tudy: (1) RAPIST IS A WOLF, (2) RAPING IS PREYING, (3) 
THE VICTIM IS A PREY, (4) RAPING IS HOLDING IN THE HAND, and (5) RAPE IS WAR. A WOlf is 
an animal that is always on the prowl for food. By describing the rapist as a wolf implied 
that the victim was food to satisfy the rapist's appetite (sexual desire). Preying is a violent 
but a natural phenomenon in the animal world. Connecting raping with preying suggested 
that rape is also a cruel and violent process. It also suggested that entire rape process is 
like eating — the predator is consuming the prey. Indeed, sex has always been associated 
with food in Chinese culture. Thus, it is not surprising to find sex being compared to 
eating and preying. Holding in the hand means possessing control over something. 
Therefore, describing the action of rape in terms of holding something in the hand 
suggested the participants considered the rapist as having control over the victim in the 
process. For the conceptual metaphor RAPE IS WAR, the female victim was usually 
described as the target to be attacked. However, the male victim was depicted as being at 
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war with the rapist. Hence, although both female and the male victims were raped, only 
the male victim was thought of as having the ability to defend himself. 
8. 3 Limitations 
There were several limitations for this study. 
1. Since only a limited sample of participants was studied, if the results are to be 
generalized to a larger population, it should be considered with care. 
2. Due to the lack of existing research of male rape in Hong Kong, the result about male 
rape is only compared to research done overseas. 
3. As the goal of the research was not revealed to the participants and they were situated 
in an English research lab, some participants thought that the research task aimed to 
test their reading comprehension, translation abilities, or English proficiency. When 
students chose to speak in English, they used more general vocabulary, sticking to 
simple and common words rather than more technical kinds of terms. Their restricted 
English word choices might have hampered the participants' ability to express their 
views well. 
4. The audiovisual and MP3 equipment used in the study might have affected the 
participants' performance. The intention that the researcher was absent throughout the 
discussion process was to minimize the impact of the researcher to the participants. 
However, still, some participants were well aware of the fact that they were taped and 
was doing a research experiment. Therefore, they might have censored their language 
use and tried to be more formal. For improvement, a room with hidden audiovisual 
equipment can be considered, so that participants would not always be reminded that 
they are being taped. 
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5. Because rape in itself is a sensitive topic, discussing it with a friend would make the 
conversation more natural and comfortable. However, it was found that some 
participants brought friends whom they had only known for a short period of time 
(e.g., two weeks). Hence, some participants appeared to feel awkward or uneasy in 
discussing a gender sensitive issue. It might have been better if the criterion was set 
for a more specific length of time. 
6. As a researcher who is bounded by hegemonic views and attitudes, my analysis might, 
to a certain extent, unconsciously be affected by my own perceptions of rape, which 
are an integral part of me. 
8. 4 Contributions 
Beyond answering the three research questions, this study suggested meaning and 
significance in the fields of Linguistics and Gender Studies. 
In the area of linguistics, this thesis contributed in conversational practices and 
conceptual metaphors. Firstly, the analysis of the conversational practices of dyads 
supported Cameron's (1998) claim that the difference in the way people speak is not due 
to the gender of the speaker. This study found that several issues could induce such 
difference: the speakers' knowledge of the topic concerned, the context of the discussion, 
and whether the speakers feel comfortable. Secondly, the analysis of the conceptual 
metaphors showed that the source domains Cantonese speakers used for describing sex 
are similar to those used in English. This supported Lakoff and Johnson's (1980) claim 
that conceptual metaphors stem from people's everyday experience. Take the example of 
the HAND metaphor. In everyday life, people use hands to hold something so that you can 
control it (e.g., you hold the steering wheel to control the car, you hold and tilt the kettle 
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to fill your cup with tea). Based on the experience of using hand to control something, the 
source domain HAND is used to describe how the rapist controls the victim. These 
physical movements are the same regardless of culture and races. Therefore, the 
similarity of some conceptual metaphors may be due to the physical experiences common 
to the human race. 
Besides contributions to linguistics, these conceptual metaphors also shed light on 
understanding the sexuality of Hong Kong young people. In this study, both the HAND 
and the WAR source domains suggest that the male perpetrator is the actor while the 
female victim is the one being acted upon (e.g., [The rapist] grab some girl to be his 
target, [the r a p i s t ] a cannon to the victim). Male and female are in an unbalanced 
relationship - the thought that male is dominant and female is submissive is still 
pervasive among participants. Moreover, in Cantonese, the WAR source domain is not 
only used to describe RAPE but also SEX. Because war is a male-dominated activity and 
Chinese is a patriarchal society in which males are often expected to be the ones who 
should take initiatives for sex, conceptualizing ^ex (or rape) in terms o{war is reasonable 
in that both suggest male dominances. Looking at these conceptual metaphors informed 
readers about Hong Kong students' conceptualization of sex. 
The rape myth analysis also showed how Hong Kong young people view sexuality, 
gender role, gender stereotype and gender identity. The result of this study reveals that 
participants have a narrow understanding of gender and sexuality. For example, 
participants perceived males' sexuality to be enormous and uncontrollable and the 
responsibility to restrain males' sexual urge falls on women. Therefore, women are 
required to be conservative in their behaviors and clothing in order to control males' 
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sexual desire. On the other hand, women are also required to act and dressed with sex 
appeals for courtship. So on one hand, men want "good women" - women who are chaste; 
however, males also desire "bad women" - women who are seductive and sexy. The 
opposing gender roles for women also reinforce students' perception of female stereotype 
- i f you are a woman，you can either be chaste or beautiful, as if there are only two kinds 
of women. Women who are virgins, if they possess beauty and sex appeals, then they are 
always probably seen as unchaste, or even labeled as sluts or whores. People often judge 
too quickly and stereotype women (or people) from their appearance and behaviors. 
From the analysis of rape myths, it can be seen that, contrary to expectation, there 
was a lack of empathy from female participants towards the female victim. Although 
participants from both genders do not show much difference in blaming the female victim 
in terms of number, they may have different reasons in blaming the victims. Female 
participants might have blamed the victim because they were unconsciously distancing 
themselves from the victim while male participants might have blamed the victim only 
because they fail to understand the female victim's situation. 
Another interesting discussion about gender stereotype from this study is that, 
participants considered dancers have higher risk to be raped because dancers are sexy. 
Dance is often stereotyped as ballet and dancers are always perceived of as wearing tight 
clothes and sexy mini skirts. As a result, participants are burdened by this presupposition. 
Moreover, they considered the victim, who dances, a sexy female. In the case of male 
rape, the victim is seen as sissy. In addition, this study showed that participants have a 
narrow view on gender identity. To many participants, the gender identity of a male is 
some one who is masculine, strong, and tough. Any male who deviates from this identity 
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is perceived as abnormal. Therefore, the victim in the male rape vignette - a defeated 
male - was seen as abnormal. These narrow views on sexuality and gender may be 
influenced by the fact that participants are all born, raised, and educated locally. Their 
perceptions on gender may be solely influenced by the media and surroundings. Their 
limited exposure may have restrained their worldview. 
To sum up, this study shows that, despite the effort of promoting gender equality in 
the past decades, Hong Kong young people (even educated young people) still hold 
conservative attitudes towards gender and sexuality. They lack understanding in rape, in 
particular, male rape. Suggestions as to what actions should be taken to improve this 
situation are recommended in the following section. ‘ 
8. 5 Recommendations 
Studying the female and male rape talk of participants has provided insights about 
how rape is discussed and how rape survivors are responded to. What follows are the 
recommendations for schools, the legislative council, the police, the media, and NGOs: 
- For schools: 
• Make sex education an individual subject 
Sex education should become a single subject in the normal curriculum. A new 
subject，sex education, should be introduced for primary and secondary level. Sex 
education should also continue in tertiary level, for example, sex education can be 
included in some compulsory general education courses, campus workshops, students 
counselling center forums, or in assemblies. As this study shows that uninformed 
perceptions about rape, the rapist, and the victims are common, education about rape is 
mandatory in order to create a victim supportive culture. Currently, sex education in 
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primary and secondary level is divided into different categories and is taught under 
different subjects such as biology and moral education. In this way, students may fail to 
integrate the sex knowledge they have learned into a coherent whole. By making sex 
education a single subject in which students and teachers can discuss sex topics openly, 
school administrators and teachers would help Hong Kong students to be more culturally 
and socially aware of sex. Also, if sex education were an individual subject, not only 
students, but teachers and parents, would put more emphasis on it too, perhaps making 
the topic easier for parents and their children to talk about. 
參 Include a wider range of topics in sex education 
Sex education in primary and secondary schools are merely about the biological 
changes students would face in puberty. Rape is a topic that is never touched upon. Even 
sex and contraception are seldom discussed in length by teachers. It is therefore necessary 
to include a wider range of topics, e.g.，gender stereotyping, sexuality, and sexual 
violations, into the curriculum. Education on breaking gender stereotyping is especially 
important, as this study suggested that these narrow and traditional views about men and 
women are often the reasons why certain rape myths appear. We need to expand our 
understanding of men and women: men and women can be physically strong or weak, 
and both may be possible perpetuators as well as victims of sexual violations. 
Vulnerability is not an exclusive domain of one gender. Students' open-mindedness about 
rape, rape victim, and rapist might help dispel the wrong notion that the victim is at fault 
and should remain silent about the crime to avoid being shamed. 
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- For the Legislative Council: 
• Rewrite the Hong Kong law of rape to include male "rape" and other forms of 
sexual violence 
Rape is narrowly defined as a crime that only a male can be committed against a 
woman according to Hong Kong law. That is, a male cannot be raped. Male rape victims 
can only make their prosecution through the law of non-consensual buggery. Ussher 
(1997) suggested that, by not adding the crime of male rape into rape law, the legal 
system actually contributes in "reinforcing the invisibility of male rape" (p. 366). Indeed, 
buggery as a term does not annotate the seriousness and violence the word rape carries. 
Therefore, only by including buggery and other forms of sexual violence into the rape 
law can the seriousness of male rape (and other forms of rape) be recognized. Also, 
recognizing the fact that males can be raped would be part of the movement towards 
gender equality. ‘ 
- F o r the police: 
• Use the media, e.g., the Police Report, to educate the public about personal 
safety and rape myths 
It is necessary to correct the public these distorted beliefs of rapes in order to take 
away some of the negative labelling for rape victims. Through the use of media, an 
influential communication channel, the police remind citizens that, for example, rape 
does not necessarily happen in a dark corner of the street, but the crime often happen in 
homes. So people need to take precautions when walking alone in public as well as when 
home alone. The police also need to convey to the public that rape can happen to males 
and females. If someone has been raped, he or she should immediately report the incident. 
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Authorities will take the crime seriously and in a professional manner so as to minimize 
secondary victimization. 
- F o r the media: 
• Avoid stereotyping rape in TV dramas 
A typical portrayal of rape in Hong Kong TV dramas usually involves a "good" 
woman walking down a dark street followed by a male stranger who rapes her. This study 
suggests that the limited portrayal of rape by the media influences the perceptions of rape, 
the victim, and the rapist. If a wider range of and a fuller picture of rape are depicted in 
locally produced TV programs, then hopefully people can develop more appropriate and 
reject simplistic stereotypical perceptions about rape. 
- F o r NGOs: 
• Set up a one-stop rape crisis center for male victims of rape with trained male 
counsellors 
The only one-stop sexual assault crisis center in Hong Kong is called RainLily that 
provides service for female victims. Because the social workers and the volunteers at 
RainLily are all females and because RainLily does not explicitly indicate that they offer 
services for male rape victims, male victims might be hesitant to seek their help. 
Currently there is no comparable service center for male rape victims. This study 
suggests that it is equally important to establish a one-stop sexual assault crisis service for 
male victims, with trained male social workers and volunteers. 
• Provide training on rape (and especially including male rape) to related 
professionals on a regular basis 
Education about male rape is especially needed because this study suggests that it is a 
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common belief that only women can be raped. People should recognize that the motives 
to rape a female or a male are indeed similar, and the trauma that a male victim 
experiences is no less than that of a female. Also, the training should be on a regular basis 
in order to refresh and update any new knowledge found concerning rape. 
8.6 Suggestions for further research 
Further research is called for investigating Shaver's (1970) theory that suggests that 
people with similar background would show more sympathy to each other. That is, 
female-female dyads are expected to blame the female victim less, and male-male dyads 
are expected to blame the male victim less because they are of the same gender (same 
social category). What I found in the data does not agree with this hypothesis. I found 
that female-female dyads blame the female victim as much as the mixed-sex dyads and 
the male-male dyads while male-male dyads blame the male victim less than other dyads. 
Although some research has also found that there are no gender differences on the 
blaming of female victims, further research needs to be done to investigate this 
inconsistency. 
Further research can be done on the relationship between social class and rape. A 
participant in this study has raised an interesting point — she thought that the rapist should 
be from a low socioeconomic class. This may be related to the stereotyping of people 
from a lower socioeconomic class will commit more crimes. As the relationship between 
social class and rape is not the goal of this research, future study can focus on this aspect. 
Other groups of participants should also be studied in further research. This research 
only focuses on undergraduate participants. As it is often claimed that young people lack 
sex knowledge, it would be interesting to study, for example, secondary school students, 
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and even primary school students' attitudes to rape. By understanding their views, 
researchers could get a developing picture of students' beliefs about gender identities, 
roles, and expectations. 
Moreover, other real life situations or contexts, such as how counsellors or police 
would talk to rape survivors, could also be a direction for further research. As this 
research only studies the rape talk of university students who are acquainted with each 
other, it simulates the way ordinary citizens talk about rape that is reported in the news 
media. By studying the dynamics of talk in other settings and other professional bodies, 
researchers would better understand the attitudes and perceptions about rape as expressed 
in other communities of practice. 
What is more, further research can involve greater interaction with research subjects 
in the triangulation part. For example, more in-depth interviews with individual 
participants and with participants divided into focus groups can be done after the vignette 
study. If triangulation is done after the researcher has finished analyzing the participants' 
speech, then whether the analysis matches what the participants truly think can also be 
verified too. 
Another way in which research on rape talk may be conducted is through a critical 
discourse analysis (CDA) approach. Having longer, more sustained discourse by 
participants (i.e, of different disciplines or professions) in both informal and formal 
situations (i.e., interview and informal dyad plus focus group discussions) would provide 
researchers another way to study rape talk as well as participants' constructions of gender 
identity, roles, rape myths, and metaphors. 
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Finally, more research on male rape should be done in Hong Kong. For example, large 
scale questionnaire research complemented by qualitative approaches can be designed 
and conducted. Also, if possible, it would further the understandings of male rape by 
studying male rape victims' cases and male survivors' experiences. 
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2 Gender: ^ 
3 Martial Status Single/ Married /Co-habit 
3 Sexual Orientation (Optional): Heterosexual/ Homosexual/ Bisexual 
4 Faculty of Study Arts/ Business / Education / Engineering / Law/ 
Medicine / Science / Social Science 
5 Year of Study 1 / 2 / 3 / 4 / 5 or above 
6 Religion Yes (Please specify: ) 
^ ^ 
About your friend who is participating in the study with you 
7 What is your relationship with him/her? 
8 How long have you two known each ‘ 
other? 
9 Are you comfortable talking with each Yes / No 
others about a wide range of topics? 
About your personal dating experiences ‘ 
10 Do you have a steady Yes 
boyfriend/ girlfriend? No (please go to Q. 13 directly) 
11 Age of your 
boyfriend/girlfriend ‘ 
12 How long have you been 
dating? 
13 Have you dated anyone Yes • 
before? No (please go to Q. 15 directly) 
14 How many times? 
Contact information (for lucky draw) 
15 Name 
16 Email 
17 Student ID 
18 Mobile Phone number 





Please read carefully the following description of an incident in the newspaper. 
Then discuss it and reach a conclusion if possible. 
A 22-year-old single woman testified in court that she was raped in the campus 
of a middle-sized university where she was attending as a full-time student. On 
the evening of the attack, the woman had taken a short-cut home through the 
campus after attending a dance class. The alleged rape took place at 9:30 p.m., 
when the woman was attacked and dragged away from the main path and 
sexually assaulted. The woman told the court that she was aware of a man 
walking behind her but this had not aroused any suspicion. The woman's 
screams from the attack were heard by a passer-by who chased the attacker 











Please read carefully the following description of an incident in the newspaper. 
Then discuss it and reach a conclusion if possible. 
A 22-year-old single man testified in court that he was raped in the campus of a 
middle-sized university where he was attending as a full-time student. On the 
evening of the attack, the man had taken a short-cut home through the campus 
after attending a dance class. The alleged rape took place at 9:30 p.m., when the 
man was attacked and dragged away from the main path and sexually assaulted. 
The man told the court that he was aware of a man walking behind him but this 
had not aroused any suspicion. The man's screams from the attack were heard by 
a passer-by who chased the attacker away. This passer-by subsequently identified 











I hereby consent to participate in this study by MPhil researcher, Candy Lee. My 
participation in this study is entirely voluntary. 
I have been given the opportunity to ask questions about this study. In addition, I 
agree to provide my personal information and opinions for the study, with the 
knowledge that these will be kept confidential and be used strictly for research 
purposes. Nobody other than the researcher herself can get access to this information. 
I understand that the data collected in this study may be presented in publication 
and/or conferences. However, references to information I may provide will be 
presented as anonymous, and my personal identity will not be disclosed. 
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